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LAYOUT CO-ORDINAT( 
LAYOUT/TYPESETTING: 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA: 
WOMEN'S SOCCE! 


hard Kreider. 
Janene Mar 


Recommended and maximum price, $2.50 


any form whatsoever is expressly forbidden 
‘without the weitten permission of the publisher. 


Hills United Soccer Club 


Proudly sponsored by 
Pioneer Concrete and 
Pioneer Building Products 


Wishes to inform interested players that 
1st Grade and Under 21s commences on 


Tuesday: 

Ist & 8th December 98 
Thursday: 

3rd & 10th December 98 


At Fred Caterson Reserve at 7.00pm 
OFF GILBERT RD, CASTLE HILL 


New Coaching Staff lead by Senior Coach: Fred Mesiti 
Reserve'Grade: Ken Johnstone 
Under 18s: George Zoratto 
For further inquiries: Contact FRED MESITI 
‘on Phone: 0418 280 922 


PROSPECT UNITED 
SOCCER CLUB 


NSW FEDERATION DIVISION 3 
GOAGCHES WANTED 


Is inviting applicants for the Positions of 1st & 2nd Grade 
Coaches for next year (1999) 
‘© Applicants must have a Level 2 Coaching Certificate. 
Send Applications to: 
P.O. Box 242 
SEVEN HILLS 2147 


P Pty Lid. 5-13 Gamers Ave., Marrickville NSW 2204 
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ll Mark Fowler, Roy Hay, Cralg Wilson, Daryl Katz, 
Glenn Davis Rebecca Stanton, Daniel Giorelando (W: Exp.) 


The publisher accepts no responsibility for 
' All materlal appearing in Australian and British unsolicited manuscripts, illustrations or 
Soccer Weekly is copyright and reproduction in. photographic material. 

‘ Deadline for contributions, articles and 
advertising is 3 days PRIOR to issue date. 


SELECTION TRIALS 


PROSPECT UNITED NSW FED DIV 3 
Selection Trials will be held at 
VENUE: 

WILLIAM LAWSON RESERVE 
MYRTLE ST, PROSPECT 
Time: 6.30pm — 8.30pm 
Every: Tuesday & Thursday 
1st & 3rd Dec; 8th & 10th December 
15th & 17th December 
For Further Information or Inquiries 
please contact: 

Elvis Saric 0418 250 621 (BH) 9621 4273 (AH) 
Adam Timewell 9622 2706 (AH) 


WARRINGAH 


SOCCER ASSOCIATION 


STATE LEAGUE Division 1 
(ist Grade, Under 21 and Under 18 players) 


Manly Warringah Dolphins 


are conducting trials on the following dates: 


Wednesday 2nd December 1998, 
9th December 1998 


at 6.00pm sharp 
and 


Saturday 5th December 1998, 
12th December 1998 
at 3.00pm sharp 


CROMER PARK 


Dee Why West 


feguuies: 
Mark Channell (Secretary) 
(02) 9923 1544 (ah), 0411 50 7010 (mobile) 


MOOREBANK 


SPORTS CLUB LTD 
SOCCER CODE 
ws ZF Mens: DIVISION 1 


Players required for 
First Grade, U21 and U18 
Trials every Tuesday and Thursday 
= 7.00pm at 
Hammondville Park 
Heathcote Road, Moorebank. 

Contact: Arthur Sullivan 

(an) 9648 5007 


ALSO 
TRIALING FOR YOUTH LEAGUE 


PLAYERS AND COACHES 
Contact: Bruce Donaghey on 9825 3309 
U/11s Sundays 9am-10.30am 
U/12s Sundays 10.30am-12no0n 
U/13s Mondays 5.30pm-7pm. 

U/14s Mondays 6.30pm-8pm 
U/15s Tuesdays 6pm-7.30pm. 

U/6s Thursdays 6pm-7.30pm 


ustralian news 
Australian news 
Australian news 
Australian features 
Australian news 
Australian features 
Australian features 
Australian Soccer Woman 


eveEFicsson Cup Special 
Ericsson Cup Special 


Thais UW EE FE Fe _-- - 


-Australian features 


Mt Pritchard — 
Federation Soccer Club 


COACHES REQUIRED FOR CADET LEAGUE 
UNDER 11 & UNDER 12 


Applicants should have Level 2 Certificate and 
apply in writing no later than 30 November 
1998 and forwarded to Secretary 
Mt Pritchard Federation Soccer Club 
7 Maranie Ave, ST MARYS 2760 


TRIALS 


CADET LEAGUE U11 & U12 
6pm Tuesday & Thursday 
1&3 December 
Amalfi Park — Graham Ave, Lurnea 


STATE LEAGUE U21S & 1ST GRADE 
6pm Tuesday & Thursday 
1&3 December 
Amalfi Park — Weir St, Lurnea 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT; 
Sue Hartas 967 34 939 0414 701 489 
Santo Caltabiano 9602 2363 A/Hours 
Frank Dryden 9608 1290 A/Hours 


PARRAMATTA CITY 


SOCCER CLUB 


1999 State Leacue TRIALS 
NEW State Cadet League, Under 11 & 12 
December 7, 14 
Phone Terry Oakley 9899 9313 


SENIOR TEAMS 
Thursdays 3, 10 December 
Phone Greg (Secretary) 0416 204 439 


‘WHERE: 
REDBANK RESERVE, 
NORTHMEAD 
TIME: 6.30PM. 


Australian News 


GLORY’S STANGE DENIES 
SOCCEROO COACHING JOB 


By Richard Kreider in Perth 


Glory coach Bernd Stange and his suitability for the 

vacant Socceroo coaching position, Stange himself 
has thrown water over the notion by saying he has no imme- 
diate plans to apply for the post, 

Former Socceroo skipper Paul Wade recently 
reported in the print media that Stange would be 
an ideal candidate for the position, Wade was 
motivated into looking at Stange’s compatibility 
after a listener on Perth Radio 6PR sought 
Wade's opinion on the German’s chances of tak- 
ing the post. 

“My heart is with Perth Glory and only Perth 
Glory” said Stange. “It is far too early for me to 
discuss such an issue, I have been involved in 53 
games as coach of the East German national 
team and although I have a lot of good ideas that 
would be advantageous for Soccer Australia, I 
do not want to talk about the Socceroo job, I just 
Want to concentrate on my work with Glory” 
said Stange. 

‘The likeable 50-year old former leader of 
Carl Zeiss Jena, Hertha Berlin and VEB Leipzig, 
has transformed the Western Australian team 
into a well-disciplined, fit and fast unit that is 
currently showing the way in the Ericsson cup 
competition. Stange has been able to instil into 
his charges a powerful attacking bent rather than 
that with a defensive mode. The effect of all this is a team that 
has currently scored the most goals and conceded the least. 


N Ithough talk is fast becoming widespread about Perth 


ape Brennan, who was assisting Rale Rasic during the sea- 
son, and player Norman Kelly will take over the reins of 
Canberra Cosmos as caretaker co-coaches, reports Nick Guoth. 

‘There were a number of problems that had occured during the 
season so far, the obvious one being the record on the park of 
Seven consecutive losses (eight after last weekend), 

“Everyone associated with the club has been at fault” said 
Chairman Tan Knop, but he directed the blame for the problems 
of registering players directly at Rasic stating “Rale was clearly 
responsible for players not being registered”. 

Further to this, the Board have decided that five players will 
be sacked from the team. They are all fringe players and no 
doubt this is being done in order to cut costs, The players are 
Oscar Zamora, Nik Mrdja, Geoff Howarth, Elliot Zwangabani 
and Scott Conlon. Overall Knop said with regard to the other 
players that “we've had frank discussions with the team. They 
need to have a look at themselves”. 

The problem with the two overseas players are currently 


Canterbury Marrickville 
Olympic Soccer 
Football Club Limited 


A.C.N, 050 214 554 


Melbourne Sports Books 


New Soccer Books & Videos 


being ironed out. Contractual obligations by the Cosmos to 
Amarildo Miglietti still need to be finalised whilst the problems 
with Michael Hudec are now with the player and that he has 
been given a deadline of next Wednesday to fix or he will be 
sent back to Slovakia. 

Asked about a new coach, Knop said “Wwe have not spoken to 
anybody in order to make an offer, but we are receiving calls 
from a number of interested parties”. Jan Knop emphasised that 
the new coach will not have as free a reign 
as Rasic did with regard to the selection 
and signing of players. 

Tony Brennan said he was surprised 
with the decision of himself as a coach, 
Stating that “I came to help out with the 
Cosmos”. Tony has decided to bring in a 
number of the local coaches to assist, but 
has expressed the importance that the team 
gets a ‘star’ player. 

Norman Kelly, who has been with the 
club since the very beginning, said “we 
believe we have the respect of the players”. 
He said, with Brennan, that there will be a 
number of changes to positions of players 
on the field. 

‘The team will also lose its full-time pro- 
fessional tag as there will be no more 
morning training sessions, but only five 
evening sessions a week. “The full time And many other soccer books & videos. 
system has proven it cannot work here” 
said Brennan, 

Last Tuesday evening following a meet- 
ing between the Board of the Novell Canberra Cosmos and its 
coach Rale Rasic, a decision was made for the coach to stand 
down. The following day at a media conference, Cosmos chair- 
man Jan Knop announced that Rale Rasic had resigned and that 
there would be new caretaker co-coaches. 

Knop blamed Rasic for the problems with the player registra- 
tions of three of his team. In part Rale was to blame, but certain 
forces out of his hands and other elements in Australia helped 
delay the processes to clear these players in time, Rasic’s record 
over his short time at the helm of the Comsos was not awe- 
inspiring. He arrived in March this year with a handful of games 
to play with and finished the season with two draws and three 
losses. Since the beginning of this season, his record has been 
seven straight losses. Everyone agrees Rale should take some of 
the blame, but it wasn’t all his fault. 

Rale said he understood the Board’s decision, but was 
scathing nevertheless: “What really surprises me,” he said “is 
that the clubs can never realise what is happening. There were 
too many players who were not performing. They are destroying 
the club with their unprofessional and irresponsible attitude.” 
Cosmos lost 4-2 to the Wolves on Sunday in Wollongong. 


Title 

1. Vinnie Jones’ New Book 

2. West Ham History 

3. Kenny Dalglish 

4. David Ginola: New Book 

5. Johann Cruyff: New Book 

6. Ferenc Puskas: New Book 

7. Rothman’s Football Yearbook 98/99 

8. News of the World Football Annual 98/99 

9. Playfair Football Annual 98/99 
10. David Beckham: My Story 
11. Frank Farina: My World Is Round 
12. Tony Adams: Addicted 
13. Glenn Hoddle: World Cup Diary 
14. Kevin Keegan: My Autobiography 
15. Diego Maradona: Hand of God 
16. George Best: A Portrait of A Legend $50 
17. Gianfranco Zola: 2 new books s/back $30 h/back $50 
18. A Soccer Century: A History of WA Soccer 1896-1996 $20 


s/back $25 h/back $45, 
$45 
$50 
$35 
$60 
$20 
§20 
$35 
$25 
$50 
$50 
$50 
s/back $20 h/back $40 


All credit cards personal cheques and Eftpos accepted. 


9 Elizabeth Street, Melbourne 


@ (03) 9621 1211 


Add $7 for P&H 


WANT TO BE A SOCCEROO? 


Join one of (UTS Sydney Olympic's three Development 
Programs) and we could set you on that path. 


1. UTS Sydney Olympic Coaching Camp (Clinics for Future Stars) — receive 

lexpert coaching and tips from the likes of former Socceroo coach, Frank Arok, 

Olympic First Grade coach Branko Culina and a host of our star players 

including captain Peter Tsekenis, Olyroo captain Brett Emerton, and former 
Sheffield Wednesday star Adem Poric. Learn how they got to the top in their chosen sport. A Clinic 
for Future Stars Gift Voucher would make a great Christmas present for any soccer crazy youngster 
hell-bent on making it to the top. 


Cost: $100 
Duration: 4-days (Jan 11-14) 
Venues: Several venues around Sydney Metropolitan Area 


2. Wednesday Afternoon Fun League — For boys and girls aged 12-16. In teams of 8 players the 
oO BE A “ Pp” 12 teams will play a round-robin based competition in a lively mini-match format similar to the 


‘occ P on drills used by NSL teams to hone your skills with plenty of fun in the process. 
a $15 


Wednesday (2 hours) 
December/january 
TBA (in Canterbury area) 


3. Sunday Skills Factory — Frank Arok will run a skills clinic for tomorrow's future stars every 
Sunday morning, The 3-hour sessions are for boys and girls aged between 9-12 and is aimed at 
teaching those kids the skills that can make them stand out amongst the crowd. 


High profile Super League club Canterbury Marrickville Olympic is looking for the next 
generation of soccer champions aged between 11-16 years of age to join the club’s “REPS” in the 
YOUTH LEAGUE (DIVISION ONE) for 1999. 


The Berries are THE ONLY Super League club in the Canterbury-Marrickville area that are in 
DIVISION ONE and are therefore looking for “REPS” of this District. 

Why play elsewhere? 

Especially when the Berries have a burning ambition to be a part of the SUPER YOUTH 
LEAGUE in the year 2000! 

So if you are just as serious about giving yourself the best possible opportunity of being identified 
by State and National selectors, you should attend the following trials ... 


$25 (First session is free) 
Sunday mornings (3 hours) 
January 

TBA (in Canterbury area) 


If you would like to be involved in one, two or all of the above program, fill out the coupon below 
and simply send to UTS ae Olympic Development Program, 64 Tennent Parade, Hurlstone 
‘on the programs, ring the office on 9558 5355. 


EVELOPMENT PROGRAMS 
1 AM INTERESTED IN: Please Circle the following numbers 1 


December 4th, 7th, 11th, 14th and 18th 


TEMPE RESERVE, TEMPE 


(6:00 — 7:30PM) 


FOR FURTHER DETAILS PLEASE RING LAKI KONISTIS 
(SOCCER ADMINISTRATOR): 04111 91815 


Bah = : 


\ 


Australian News 


‘Les Wuray 


the plunge into coaching, if you'll excuse the 
slight exaggeration, It was actually an entry into 
one of those newspaper fantasy leagues. 

My only previous coaching experience was six years 
ago with the St Ives Under 11s on Sydney’s North 
Shore. I lasted one season. My consumption of 
cigarettes doubled, I was an irritable nervous wreck and 
my social life, my relationship with family and friends 
was heading for the scrapheap. My team, good, honest 
young boys, finished mid-table. I quit before I was 
sacked, vowing never again, 

Until this fantasy thing came along. What harm could 
itdo, Lasked. I could pretend to be Ferguson, Capello or 
Van Gaal and if I bombed I would.not be booed or 
sacked, Nobody would even know. 

But of course if doesn’t work like that. When you 
coach a team your instinct is to have it compete with 
other teams, That is, after all, the empirical raison d'etre 
of coaching. 

Much against my better judgement and ideology, I 
discovered that winning was what really mattered. 
Comparing my team with that of others in my office, I 
took great delight in leading the office table in the early 
weeks of the campaign. 

After a slow start, my big money gamble Nicolas 
Anelka started banging in some goals. My other 
gamble, the red card prone David Beckham, also scored 
‘some and set up a glut of them. 

But then things began to go wrong. | had a dud of a 
central defender called Phil Babb who was getting only 
minuses. 

My goalkeeper was injury prone. One of my strikers, 
whom I bought cheap because his partner was 
dreadfully expensive, never got a game let along a goal. 

Suddenly, instead of leading the field, my team 
plunged tw third place and the gap to the top was 
widening, It was time for some drastic steps. Time for a 
clearout, Time for some transfers. 

I could hardly wait for the opening of the next 
transfer season. As it approached, each week, I watched 
the players — my possible targets — avidly with pen 
and paper. 

Which of the players was a regular starter, which was 
never or rarely injured, which was in a regularly 
‘winning team, which was prolific in setting up goals not 
just scoring them, which knew how to take penalties 
‘and consistently convert them? Etc. 

Having pinpointed the players I wanted, of course, 
wasn’t enough. I couldn't buy them all, for that would 


[ took a bit of bravery, but I finally did it. Made 


HURSTVILLE CITY 


MINOTAURS SOCCER CLUB INC. 


TRAINING/TRIALS 


Commencing Wednesday 2/12/98 (7pm) 


Beverly Hills Park 
Vanessa St, Beverly Hills 


For approximately 4 weeks 
Ist Grade, U/21 & U/18 
Competing in 1st Division State League 


“ALSO TRIALS” 


For the “newly formed” Under 11s (bom in 1988) 


and 12s (bom in 1987) 
Cadet Youth League 


for 1999 at Beverly Hills Park, Vanessa St, 
Beverly Hills at 6.00pm on Wednesday 2/12/98. 


Any enquiries contact: 
PETER SARIKARIS 


0412 407 830 
on 9150 8279 


be too easy. I had a budget, a limit to what I could 
spend. So for every megastar and regular performer I 
could buy, had to off-load somebody good and buy 
someone cheap in his place in order to balance the 
books. 

Twas, I soon realised, playing a precarious balancing 
act. Thad to compile the best, most balanced 11 players 
available, within the budget I had and then hope for the 
best. 

Iwas being a ‘manager’. 

Suddenly I realised what it was to be one, how 
prepared and meticulous these men must be as they 
build their teams, confident in their own judgement ing 
but a huge gamble. 

For after all, out of a field of 20 or 18 or 14 teams, 
there can only be one winner. what horrible odds are 
they? 

And I, as a fantasy football coach,w as only 
responsible for selections. That was nowhere within 
cooey of the full gamut of other functions coaches — or 
managers — have to perform. Like physical 
preparation, correcting players, limitations, 
psychological counselling, spying on the opposition, 
adopting new and varied tactics depending on the next 
opponent, of devising a definitive style of play, and the 
rest of it. 

All of a sudden, I began to adopt a semblance of 
sympathy and — yes — respect for the men I have 
questioned and criticised for years, the coaches, 

I mused over how easy it is for we pundits, 
journalists, commentators, fans to bag the bejesus out of 
coaches week in and week out, with the luxury of sitting 
‘on our fat behinds not taking any risks and not being 
answerable for our results. And how easy it is for us, in 
order to fill some editorial space, to find scapegoats in 
coaches. 


Pex old, much maligned Rale Rasic came to mind. 
Sacked for no results with a club with no 
redeemable team, no decent budget and with a 
management so undignified it is prepared to flog its 
home games to the opposition. 

Was Rale, old, cunning, experienced and wise, solely 
to blame? I somehow, don’t think so, On deeper 
inquiry, maybe it was the Canberra board, collectively, 
and every single one of them, that deserved to be 
sacked. 

If you think that’s a cruel and fanciful notion, try 
some coaching of your own. Try your hand at coaching. 
Or at least at fantasy football. 


the following numbers: 


Putney Rangers 


SOCCER CLUB 


are inviting applicants for a coach for its 
Premier League Teams for 1999. 


The applicant must have a Level 2 
Coathing Certificate or an extensive 
soccer/coaching background to join a 

motivated club looking for future success. 


A salary with incentive bonuses will be 
negotiated with the successful applicant. 


Any players or full teams wanting to play 
Premier League or All Age please contact 


Rob Palmer: 0418 445156 
Tony Latham: 9878 5070 


Putney Rangers — Proudly Sponsored by 
Bayview Tavern —Gladesville 


FOXE THE STAR BUT 
CHINESE SURPRISE 


By John Vrtaric 


n uninspired Australian Olyroo team, 

outmanoeuvred by a resolute and athletic 

Chinese team, lost only its second game in two 
years when it was defeated 1-0 at Marconi Stadium 
last Wednesday evening in the first of a two game 
challenge series. 

Neither side had an ideal preparation for the game as 
the Olyroos had only one training session whilst the 
Chinese team came together for the first time only two 
weeks ago. 

Neither team was at full strength as China had seven 
of its team chosen for the full national squad playing in 
the Asian Games and Australia was missing its overseas 
contingent, including Harry Kewell, as well as the 
injured Simon Colosimo. 

With the J-League season completed one overseas 
player that did make an appearance was the Sanfrece 
Hiroshima defender, Hayden Foxe. Fresh from an 
excellent performance for the full national team in the 
game against the USA, Foxe was the outstanding player 
for the home team. (see interview with Foxe next week) 

His distribution was, at times, breathtaking with fifty 
metre cross-field passes finding its intending target with 
inch perfect precision. He diminished his effectiveness 
somewhat with the occasional over elaborate dribbling 
which resulted in the forfeiture of the ball. 

‘The Chinese team are a very fit and speedy team 
whilst a number of their players, particularly the central 
striker, Zhang Yuning and the two central defenders, 
are, surprisingly, tall and physically formidable, 

China played a counter attacking game, although this 
was unintentional, according to their English coach, 
Keith Blunt, Blunt said it was not their game plan but 
rather eventuated because of the Australian's greater 
possession of the ball. 

Indeed the Olyroos, particularly in the first half, had 
the majority of possession but they tended to complicate 
things with intricate passing between the defence and 
the midfield without ever providing the two strikers, 
Michael Curcija and Kosta Salapasidis, with the type of 
service they required. 

On a few occasions the passes did produce 
opportunities and such an occasion occurred in the 14th 
minute of the first half. A combination between Kasey 
Wehrman, Jason Culina and Brett Emerton provided the 
latter with the opportunity to take the ball to the bye line 
from where he produced a good cross that was headed 
out by the Chinese defence. 

The clearance saw Culina in the right spot for a shot 


9387 1760 


Stanmore Hawks Soccer Club 
1999 TRIALS 


DIVISION ONE 
FEDERATION 


Contact: Eddie Briscoe (coach) 


Contact: Steve (club secretary) 
964 2178 or 0419 686 569 


‘on goal but he didn’t connect cleanly ‘and the shot was 
deflected away for a comer. 

The best chance of the half, for either side, fell to 
China in the 20th minute when a pass from Foxe to 
Culina found him surrounded by two defenders, right on 
the touchline and facing his own goal. Culina retreated 
but his only option was to pass back to the goal-keeper, 
Danny Milosevic. 

Unfortunately, his pass was too short and Zhang. 
Yaning intercepted just inside the penalty box. He beat 
Milosevic but his shot, from an acute angle, was easily 
cleared by Sebastian Sinozic. 

‘The rest of the half produced a few half chances for 
both teams but neither goal-keeper was unduly troubled, 

Australia continued in the same intricate passing vein 
for the first part of the second half but produced no goal 
scoring opportunities. The absence of the urgency and 
directness for which he had asked for the second half 
prompted Blanco to make a triple change in the 50th 
minute with Jacob Burns, Andy Vargas and Carlos 
Gonzales coming into the game. 

‘The change had no immediate affect and, instead, the 
Chinese team took the lead in the $3rd minute, 

One too many passes resulted in the ball ending up at 
‘a feet of Zhang Kan just inside his own half but with 
only the defenders in front of him. He quickly chipped 
the ball over the top of Ivan Zelic who had to turn to 
chase the ball. 

Li Yi had too much speed for Zelic and took the ball 
inside penalty area where he produced a powerful, low 
strike past Milosevic’s right. 

‘Six minutes later China had another clear opportunity 
when their busy left midfielder, Tao Wei, produced a 
deep cross that provided Zhang Yuning with a clear 
opportunity. Zhang's powerful but unchallenged header 
was missing the accuracy and went harmlessly wide of 
Milosevic’s right post. 

In the 69th minute an attempted headed back pass 
from Xu Yunlong almost went astray as it was miss 
directed but the goal-keeper was able to retrieve the 
situation with a good save. 

The Olyroos lost their shape for most of the second 
half and China was unlucky not score a couple of times 
through counter attacking football, 

In the last ten minutes the Australians finally showed 
a sense of urgency as they scrambled for the equaliser. 
They forced the Chinese defence to concede a number 
‘of corners and on two occasions they came within a 
whisker of achieving their aim. 

In the 86th minute a comer from Wehrman on the 
right soared over the defenders to the waiting head of 
Emerton on the far post, His header was well struck but 
hit the post and bounced out. 

Two minutes later a mover 
involving Foxe, Wehrman and 
Bresciano saw the little Carlton 
midfielder cross the ball to the 
substitute, Gonzales. He 
controlled the ball well in a 
crowded goal mouth but his 
weak shot was deflected for a 
corner Blunt was very happy 
with the result of the game and 


Tuesdays & Thursdays how his teamed played, 

TEMPE RESERVE He thought the Australians 
Holebeach Street, Tempe showed good teamwork but the 

Commencing 6.00pm. break didn’t go their way. 
Blanco was unhappy with the 
Sundays performance of his team, He 
MAHONEY RESERVE said, “we didn’t play the way 
Illawarra Rd, Marrickville we had to, we were too casual 
Commencing 9.00am_ and lacked directness, which is 


the way we have to play.” 


n the second game of this two 

match challenge, the Olyroos 
blew a two goal lead to end with 
a 3-3 draw two days later al 
Wollongong Wolves’ ground 
Brandon Park. 


Under 11s and Under 125 ‘The star again for Australi 
‘Wednesdays was Foxe with two goals, but i 
TEMPE RESERVE ‘was China that won the series, 
Holebeach Street, Tempe Less than two years to go til 
Commencing 6.00pm the Olympics and there is plent 


of work for the Olyroos. 


DECEMBER 


Australian Features 


FRANK'S cates hia THE FARM 


Part one of a coaches special with 
John Economos 


une 18, 1995 was the date, Sydney Football 

Stadium was the yenue as Eddie Thomson’s 

Australian national team was about to do battle 
with the athletic Africans, the national team from 
Ghana in front of 18,446 excited Sydney fans, 

But for this very special and nostalgic late afternoon, 
Australia was led out of the players’ tunnel, not by 
incumbent skipper Paul Wade, but by 31 year old flank- 
striker Frank Farina, 

Farina had announced his retirement from the interna- 
tional arena that week . 

Thomson made sure that this day would be a very 
special occasion for Farina who was now bringing down 
the curtain on his long international career, and thus 
made him honorary captain for the match. 

Just 12 minutes was left of play and with Australia 
leading the Ghanaians 2-1 through spectacular goals by 
attacking left back Tony Vidmar and veteran striker 
Graham Amold, Thomson from the sideline signalled 
the nostalgic substitution as John Markovski eagerly 
‘waited to come on for the retiring Farina. 

‘The moment had arrived, 

In unison the entire Sydney crowd stood up, wildly 
cheering with sustained clapping in salute for the fabu- 
lous Farina, who emotionally but slowly walked off an 
international pitch for the very last time as a player 
wearing his beloved strip of the “Green and Gold’. 

Tt seems that it was only yesterday that Australia wit- 
nessed that most momentous occasion. 


y, despite having seen just 34 summers, Frank 
Farina manages and coaches Marconi, 

Born in the steamy region of Darwin back in 1964 
before making his way east and across to Cairns, today’s 
Marconi coach has achieved much in a relatively short 
period of time, 

Spotted by team coach Les Scheinflug, the young 
man with the explosive pace was soon drafted into 
Australia’s Youth squad that travelled to Mexico to 
compete in 1983 World Youth Championships (where 
current Marconi star Pan-Keun Kim played for South 
Korea), 

Having graduated from Canberra’s AIS within 
months he was snapped up by NSL side Canberra 
Arrows. 

Eddie Thomson who at the time was coaching 
Sydney City, became very excited with the things that 
this young and very mobile flank-striker was doing for 
the Canberrans. 


Frank Farina as captain of Australia in his final game. 


‘oon Thomson made his move and signed Farina to 
play alongside Australia’s World Cup captain and 
goal-ace, John Kosmina, 

In 1987 with the folding of Sydney City, Farina was 
sold to Marconi, not realising that one day, in fact 11 
years down the track , he would return to Marconi, not 
as a player, but as boss. 

Farina was getting itchy to try his luck and expand his 
career in Europe and in 1989 was sold by Marconi to 
Belgian outfit, Club Brugge. 

Having climbed the ladder to become Belgium’s 
top-goalscorer with Brugge, Farina soon attracted 
the attention of the Italians at Bari which had 7 
just been promoted to the Serie A of the im 
Ttalian League, 

From Bari Farina was loaned for a short 
period to England’s Notts County before 
moving to France to play first with 
Strasbourg and then with Lille before 
returning to Australia in 1995 where he was appointed 
as player-coach of the Brisbane Strikers. 

With the Queenslanders, Farina in his first season as 
senior coach piloted the Strikers to instant success by 
winning the action-packed Grand Final 2-0 against 
Sydney United and even scored the vital opening 
goal,before a record Queensland Soccer crowd of 
44,000. 


| hae year, his second period with the Strikers, Farina 
struck turbulent waters as his playing staff was crip- 
pled all season with a huge list of injuries, four to key 
players that all required major surgery. 

During the off season, with the unexpected departure 
of Zoran Matic back to Adelaide, Marconi opened the 


SOCCER 


Farina. 

Within a short period of 
time, Farina set about part- 
ly rebuilding the squad left 
behind by Matic. 

Within 12 days Farina 
snapped up midfield 
‘screener’ Marcus Phillips, 
flank-midfielder Danny 
Tavincible and striker Kris 
Trajanoyski before shutting 
the club’s cheque book. 

Armed with his vast 
knowledge gathered over 
the years whilst playing in 
Europe, Farina has com- 
pletely revamped 


Marconi’s style, concentrating on pace, support-play and 


quick shut-downs, 

Today the lad from Darwin has Marconi breathing 
down the necks of current league leaders Perth Glory. 

His challengers? 

“I'm wary of most teams in this League,” 
Stated. 

“But obviously you must rate current champions 

Souths, Perth Glory, Northern Spirit and Sydney 
United as big threats for the championship. 

“But I also fear ourselves as what could go 
wrong, Injuries, suspensions, form ete all will 
play a big part, 

“As you know at Marconi, every single 
season they expect a championship and 
that’s how it’s been ever since I can 

remember. Only success and nothing 

else they demand, such is the passion 
out here for the game. 

“We had a good start to the season and I feel Ihave a 
good squad to challenge. 

“The pre-season was disrupted for us with selections 
for the Australian squad to compete for the coming 
Confederations Cup in Mexico. I lost four of my key 
players during the national training camps to play 
against New Zealand. 

“When I first arrived here at Marconi I got so many 
recommendations of players to buy that if I had listened 
to all of them I would today have a squad of at least 48 
players and Marconi would be broke. 

“T want to do things here that will benefit Marconi in 
the future. The Club only must come first. 

“I must stress here that it was the Club’s president 


Farina 


Tony Labbozzetta that first brought me to Marconi in 
1987 as a player and again it was the same person that 
opened the door for me 11 years later to come back here 
as coach, 

“I value his opinion on all matters on Soccer, He’s 
great and has the right passion for it. 

“Tony Labbozzetta is a winner and has survived 
many tribulations, Look what he and his Board have 
done at Marconi over the years. 

“Marconi is a stable Club with sound policies. In the 
11 years that I've been away look at what changes and 
developments have been made. 

“Another great man at Marconi for years has been Mr 
Frank Baroni, the vice president and former goalkeeper 
of the Club back in the 60s. 

“He has been a tower of strength in many areas over 
the many years at Marconi. 


“Today I believe that the overall quality of Australian 
Soccer has dropped in recent years , but that was to be 
expected with so many players leaving our shores chas- 
ing fulltime careers. 

“So today we have the situation where young players 
are promoted to fast through the ranks, maybe a little 
before they are really ready and they in fact believe that 
they have made it once they get to the top grades, 

“We have many problems in soccer which we are not 
addressing correctly right now. 

“We are-all over the shop going in no direction. The 
truth hurts but that’s reality. 

“And as far as coaches are concerned, you must never 
forget that they are only as good as the ‘cattle’ they have 
to work with,” Farina ended, 
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Australian News 


McLAREN KOSSIE’S 
MUCH-NEEDED STRIKER? 


By Glenn Davis 


lormer Wollongong Wolves defender 
Stuart McLaren could soon begin a 


new life as a striker in his former 
home state with the Brisbane Strikers. 

McLaren, 23, is currently negotiating terms 
with the Strikers before hopefully signing on 
the dotted line for the remainder of the 
Ericsson Cup season, 

McLaren has had only three training 
sessions with the Strikers so far, but already 
he's impresed with what he’s seen and is keen 
to join former team-mates Jeromy Harris and 
Clint Bolton, 

Scottish born McLaren came to Australia as 
a five-year-old and lived in Brisbane until he 
was 12 before moving to Rockhampton for the 
next five years during his crucial soccer 
development years. 

During his days in Rockhampton, McLaren 
played in the same club side as Strikers 
midfielder Jeromy Harris. 

However, McLaren and Harris soon went 
their separate ways. 

McLaren performed so well at the Under 15 
national championships that he was offered a 
scholarship at the Australian Institiute of Sport 
in 1992 by former head coach Ron Smith, 

Harris was later spotted and accepted a 
contract by former Socceroo coach Frank 
Arok to join Marconi. 

“That’s where I met Clint Bolton and 
became friends with him,” McLaren said. 

After serving his time at the AIS, a former 


Rockhampton coach, Richard Evans enticed 
McLaren to join Wollongong in 1993. 

“T spent three seasons at Wollongong under 
David Ratcliffe but I always wanted a chance 
to play in Europe,” he said. 

“T met a friend, Stuart Beedie, who played 
with Dundee United and he organised a trial 
with Sterling Albion in the Scottish First 
Division, 

“T spent two years with Sterling Albion and 
scored nine goals in 18 games,” 

“Tn Scotland though I was always a striker 
and I prefer it there.” 

McLaren had a brief stint in Hong Kong 
with first division club Hong Kong Rangers 
this year before quitting the club after a 
contractual dispute. 

“I was meant to stay the season in Hong 
Kong but a few things went sour over my 
contract so I came back to Brisbane,” he said. 

“T used to have a bit of a temper as a young 
bloke but I’ve learnt to control it,” he added. 

Tf Mclaren does sign with the Strikers this 
week, he’s keen to do some hard training to 
catch up on lost fitness and hopes to play in 
the Strikers’ next home game against Sydney 
United on Sunday week. 

“f'm awaiting on my clearance from Hong 
Kong and I'm doing a lot of hard training as | 
haven't played for over five weeks,” he said. 

“T haven't seen the Strikers play yet, other 
than on television, but from training I can see 
they're quite a talented side with a good ee 
of experience and youth.” 


CRU WF BOOS A MUST 


BOOK REVIEW BY CRAIG WILSON 


‘AJAX BARCELONA CRUYFF’ 


BY FRITS BAREND AND HENK VAN DORP 
(PUBLISHED BY BLOOMSBURY - PRICE $30.00) 


revealed in his recent book, David Hill had Johan Cruyff in 

mind for Socceroo coach. The enigmatic Dutchman was out 
of favour in Spain, having just resigned from Barcelona, and 
was taking it easy before deciding on his next move. 
Apparently money was a problem, but more likely Hill got 
caught up with El Tel, and never managed to speak to Cruyff. 
It's fascinating, and somewhat tantalising to think that he may 
have guided Australia to the World Cup Finals. 

What sort of a coach would Cruyff have been? And how 
would his Socceroos have played. This recent book, the first 
written with Cruyff's approval, gives some idea of the man and 
the coach. Written by two journalists who interviewed Cruyff 
‘as player and manager, these radio and newspaper interviews 


|: the days before Venables, and as Michael Cockerill 


were conducted over a period of 30 years. 

‘The interviews dispel many of the myths about Cruyff - for 
instance Cockerill calls Cruyff “aristocratic”, but he is nothing 
of the sort. A working class kid, whose father and step-father 
(an Ajax groundsman) died young, Cruyff would have fitted in 
well in egalitarian Australia. English speakers rarely pick up on 
his strong Amsterdam accent, and the authors remark that, “He 
can be enigmatic and elliptical to the point of 
incomprehensibility”. Although, as Cruyff reminds his 
inquisitors, “If I had wanted you to understand I would have 
explained it better”. A chain smoker, even as a player Cruyff, 
‘he was known (having eventually kicked the habit) for smoking, 
only what he could cadge from other people. 

And how would Robbie Slater or Mark Viduka have reacted 
to the coach? “I think I’m not your average trainer” says Cruyff 
in a startling passage. “Every trainer talks about running. I say 
don’t run so much, Football is a game you play with your 
brains. You have to be in the right place at the right moment, 
not too early and not too late”. 

We could have done with some of that last November. And 
by the way Soccer Australia, Johan Cruyff is still out of work ! 

Melbourne Sportsbooks (ad on page three) have this and 
many other books available, The store is located in Elizabeth 
‘Street in Melbourne. 


MIKE REDA SIGNS 


FOR MELB KNIGHTS 


By Dwyght Tuffnell 


elbourne Knights have boosted 

their ailing squad by signing 

midfielder Michael Reda. The 
much-travelled Reda, now with his sixth 
NSL club, made his debut on Sunday in 
the Melbourne derby against South 
Melbourne. 

Reda played well and impressed Knights 
coach Vid Horvat. 

“Michael Reda was a big point for us even 
though he is not fully fit. 

“A lot of people were worried saying that 
he wasn't the right player for us. 

“We believe in him and I'm sure he will 
be a big help for us. He was the one of the 
best if mot the best against South 
Melbourne.” 

Reda’s NSL career has seen him play 
previously for Apia Leichardt, Parramatta 
Eagles, Adelaide City, Gippsland Falcons 
and Wollongong Wolves. 

He recently trialled with US Major 
League Soccer club NY/NJ MetroStars and 
is hoping to play there when their seaosn 
starts again, 

Meanwhile, Carlton goalkeeper Dean 
Anastasiadis is still in Britain and now on 
trial with Scottish Premier Division side 
Dundee United. 

Anastasiadis impressed in his trial at 
Wolves but they decided against signing 
another ‘keeper after regular custodian Mike 
Stowell had recovered quicker than expected 
from a hand injury. 

Dundee United, third from bottom in the 
Socttish Premier, have been keeping close 
tabs on Anastasiadis for around a month, 


They stepped back when Wolves showed 
interest but have now asked him up to 
Scotland. 

Dundee United’s regular ‘keeeper, Sieb 
Dykstra, was dropped for the last game, a 0- 
1 defeat to rivals Dundee, his place taken by 
Alan Combe making his debut. 

Dykstra’s future at the club is uncertain 
and Anastasiadis may have more luck with 
Dundee United than he did at Wolves. 

And Ericsson Cup soccer is back on 
Melbourne radio, 

3AK will broadcast this week's South 
Melbourne-Wollongong Wolves from around 
5.50 pm, with Arthur Higgins, Tony 
Schibeci, Chris Taylor and John Sigur 
forming the commentary team. 

After the live description, there will be 
post-match interviews and talk-back. 

3AK can be found at 1503 on the AM 
dial. 

[ other news, and Alex Tobin has been 
appointed President of the Australian 

Soccer Players’ Association. He takes over 

from outgoing President Kimon Taliadoros. 

Taliadoros said that not only is Tobin a 
great leader on the park, but ‘his fellow 
professionals see him as a great leader off 
the field’. 


‘arconi Fairfield will visit the New 

Children’s Hospital in Westmead, 
Sydney tomorrow (Wed). They will present 
the sick children with a whole lot of free 
goodies. Good to see the club thinking of 
less fortunate members of the community in 
these festive times. 
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Australian Features 


ABSOLUTELY 
BRILLIANT! 


ave just watched one of the best games of soccer in the 

ricsson Cup (South v Carlton), not only was the crowd 
great as supporters (where were all the Carlton fans 
though?) but the talent displayed was even better. Players 
such as Goran Lozanovski, Marco Bresciano and especially 
Andy Vlahos put on a great show, displaying their skills to 
the best. 

Soccer in Australia is becoming huge and it’s about time. The 
players are being recognised for their talent, and because of this 
we may lose our best players but in that way, Australia is 
becoming known as the country with the best. 

Look at Mark Bosnich and Mark Viduka and we always 
know they will be replaced with young, future stars of 
Australian soccer, 

And if the Ericsson Cup and Soccer Australia can keep up 
this display of talent, then why move overseas! So, good luck 
guys — especially Carlton! 


Natalie, Vic. 


A CLICHED 
RESPONSE BY SQUID 


E response to a recent letter by a so-called Mr, Squid I 
would like to make three points, 

Point one, He is not doing Australia, or Australian Soccer any 
favours by spouting a whole lot of cliched responses to some of 
the most pressing and important issues that are currently in front 
of us. 

Point two. If he is trying to impress us then he isn’t. I would 
be much more impressed if he and his acolytes (and I say that 
word advisedly) would put forward a cogent and well-written 
blueprint that we could all relate to, and, most importantly, 
implement, We deserve it, 

Point three. What he fails to realise is that you cannot lead a 
horse to water and make him drink it; that goes without saying! 

Further — and this is the nub of my argument —a kettle does 
not boil any quicker if you just stare at it. Home is where the 
heart is. Warm hands cold heart. Pack up your troubles in your 
old kit bag! Anyone knows that. C’mon. Lift your game Mr 
Squid, Australian soccer needs you to. 

You cannot put the horse before the carriage because you will 
throw the baby out with the bathwater, Really, 

Brigadier Moose (Mrs). 
Norkopping, Tasmania 
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THE TEAM BEHIND SOUTH’S STARS 


By Dwyght Tuffnell 


‘’s the players who get all the attention, they 
are, after all, what people pay at the gate for, 
and, for an hour-and-a-half every week they 

seemingly are the club. 

But, leading right up until kick off on match day, 
it's the administration office who are the heart and 
soul of any soccer club. 


Andrew Pirchan 


Alll the fans see are the players and coach trying to 
win games, little do they know just how much more 
work goes into it than just the simple matter of a foot- 
ball match. 

Keeping sponsors happy, organising promotions 
and memberships. These are just a few of the things 
that go on during the week in South Melbourne's 
office. 

South’s general manager, Peter Filopoulos, has 
been back with the club for three months after taking 
a year off. 

Before that, he undertook the job for five years, 
‘and says that every club needs a proper administra- 
tion staff. 

“You wouldn't be able to survive. If you haven’t 
got at least four full time staff, you aren't tackling the 
job at hand seriously enough.” 

When Peter started in this position some six years 
ago, things were very different. 

“Back then there was no administration at all, 
nothing, not even a computer system. 

“It’s now developed from what is was then into 
something that is fully professional.” 

Peter heads an administrative team that also 
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11 Elizabeth Street, Wetherill Park 


includes marketing manager Georgia Loupos and 
administration officers Paul Sifonios and Andrew 
Pirchan. 

Ange Postecoglou, South’s coach, is also in the 
office, dealing with the various matters that today’s 
coach has to. 

“We've got a fantastic team set up here with 
Andrew, Paul and Georgia and we’re striving to 
become the most innovative and best administrative 
team in the country, if we’re not already” said Peter, 

South’s office can pretty hectic during the week, 
particularly during the week leading up to home 

e. 

“We've got to look after sponsors, the corporate 
boxes and organise match programmes, amongst 
other things” said Andrew. 

He’s alo responsible for dealing with anyone who 
wishes to go and see South Melbourne when they’re 
playing interstate. 

He and Paul, the other administration officer, do a 
lot of the running around for the rest of the staff. 

“A lot of it is basic office work, faxing, photo- 
copying, that sort of stuff” said Paul. 


Georgia Loupos with the Ericsson Cup. 


“We also get involved in a bit of marketing and 
promotion as well as helping Ange out.” 

Both of the guys are in their early twenties and 

working for South Melbourne is somewhat of a 
ream job for them since they have support- 
¢d the club for many years. 
Paul did a sports administration course 
before being offered a position with the 
club whilst Andrew says that the job is just 
short term. 
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Paul Sifonios 


Georgia has been the marketing manager at South 
for about seven weeks and after working for the 
Australian Drug Foundation previously, she is still 
adjusting to working at South. 

“It’s totally different from where I’ ye come from,” 

The role of marketing manager is one that has 
crept into soccer clubs in recent years. A club today 
cannot function properly without one, 

“T've dealt with sporting clubs before on the spon- 
sorhsip side” said Georgia on her time with the 
Australian Drug Foundation, 

“Now sitting on the other side of the fence, I never 
realised what efforts go into a game that goes for two 
hours, 

“The spectators just tum up, expect the game to 
happen and be entertained, that’s it.” 

Georgia is also involved in a lot of promotions, 
sending players out o schools. 

“This is how an Ericsson Cup club should be per 
forming. We should be out in the community raising 
people’s awareness and getting them to our games.” 

She works closely too, with Postecoglou. 

“T've got a pretty good relationship with Ange, 
T’ve got a bit to do with him even though he likes to 
come in and do his own thing (Georgia informs us 
that computer solitaire is a favourite office pastime of 
the coach). 

“T get to throw my ideas at him. I’m still new at 
soccer and he’s been around for a while. 

“I don’t have much to do with the players as yet, [ 
just brief them on any particular promotion they have. 
to do or if the media want them for an interview I'll 
talk to them about what I want them to say and what 
they probably need to highlight.” 

All the office staff agree there isn’t anything such 
as a typical day, 

“Bvery hour, let alone every day in this business is 
very different” says Peter, 

“Pl be negotiating with sponsors, handling admin- 
istrative matters, player registrations, pethap the odd 
overseas transfer and dealing with the media,” 

If having one of the highest pressure coaching jobs 
in Australia isn’t enough, Postecoglou still has to do 
his bit around the office. 

During the week, as well as 
conduct training sessions, 
Postecoglou writes articles for 
the match day programme and 
Greek newspapers, watches 
videos of matches and, usually 
towards the end of the week, 
deals with the media, 

He has a heavy reliance on the 
the administration staff. 

“This year’s been pretty good. 
Andrew and Paul handle a lot of 
my calls and look after the travel 
arrangements when we are play- 
ing interstate. 

“Georgia's taken on a lot of 
my work load such as promo- 
tions and school clinics, a lot of 
which I was doing last season. 

“Peter takes care of the players 
contracts, I still negotiate them, 
but he does all of the paperwork. 

“The infrastructure’s really 
good, it allows me to concen- 
trate on football matters” said 
Postecoglou, 
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CLAUDIA’S IN SAFE HANDS 


WITH 


ur first Guest of the Week is one of the 
hundred or so Aussie soccer players 
plying their, trade overseas at the 
moment. 
His career has peaked with Olyroo and 
“Socceroo selection, but our guest has also 
experienced the lows of the game, having had a 
stint with the ill-fated Collingwood Warriors and 
also having spent much of his time with his 
German club, Fortuna Dusseldorf, on the sidelines 
with injury. 
Please a big Four Diegos/Soccer Weekly 
welcome, live from Germany, Olyroo, Socceroo 
and Fortuna Dusseldorf goalkeeper, Frank Juric. 


ed 


mr 


ae 


me 

Diegos: “The Four Diegos, being the cutting 
edge journalists that we are, have managed to 
catch you just after a Friday night game. We 
know you're tired and emotional but we will ask 
you the hard question anyway .. how did the 
game go?” 

Juric: “We actually drew 2-2 tonight. It wasn't 
that pleasant because the ground was covered in 
snow. Given the conditions, | think 2-2 was a fair 
result all the same.” 

Diego: “Nothing went through your hands 
did it mate?” 

Juric: “No, no not tonight thankfully.” 

Diegos: “From all accounts, the saga you 
went through to get to Germany could easily 
provide enough material to put together a 20 
part ‘Love, Hate, Bitterness, Happiness’ mini- 
‘series. Can you give us a brief outline of the 
events that led your eventual transfer to 
Fortuna Dusseldorf?” 

. Juric: “How long do we have? Basically the 
problem was that the Collingwood Warriors weren't 


an entity anymore buf were still asking for 
$300,000 from Fortuna for my transfer. Fortuna 
had a look into the situation and discovered what 
was happening, and subsequently refused to pay 
that amount. The saga went on for approximately 
three months. At one stage, Soccer Australia even 
had control of my contract and things were even 
more confusing. Eventually it all came through with 
Fortuna finally paying a transfer fee of $30,000." 

Diegos: “For those of us not well versed with 
the German game, the club, Fortuna Dusseldorf 
sounds more like a representative team from a 
Bavarian fishing village. Can you tell us about 
the club?” 

duric: ‘The club was formed back in 1895 and 
was known as Fortuna 95. They were German 
champions once back in 1933, and in 1979 and 
1980 they won the German Cup. They also played 
in the Cup winners Cup against Barcelona losing 
2-1. So they have had a bit of European 
experience behind them. Two years ago, they were 
in the first division but got relegated. At the moment 
they are in the second division. It's an old club that 
is still very ambitious and aiming to get back into 
the big league in the next year or two.” 

Diegos: “You established yourself as one of 
Australia’s better goalkeepers prior to joining 
Fortuna, but your progress has been hampered 
by serious injury. With high profile World Cup 
qualifiers and success at the Confederations 
Cup in the past year for the Socceroos, have 
you found your long periods of inactivity in 
Germany frustrating as far as your international 
aspirations are concerned?” 

Juric: “Basically one of the main reasons | came 
over to Europe was firstly, to play regularly and 
secondly, to push hard for selection in the 
Socceroos’ World Cup team. With the likes of 
Bosnich, Schwarzer and Kalac vying for 
spots, to have any chance of selection, | 
felt | had to play in Europe full time.” 

Diegos: “Young Olyroo 
goalkeeper, Danny Milosevic, 
this season returned from 
Germany to play in the 
Ericsson Cup for the highly .” 
successful Perth Glory. He 
in fact, has gone against the 
trend, where most of our 
young talented players leave 
the country. Has returning 
home ever been a serious 
option for you?” 

Juric: *| was injured most of the time so | 
couldn't play back home anyway. At this point in 
time | fee! quite settled in Dusseldorf. I'm not sure 


why Danny returned home, but with his Olyroo 
aspirations, it's probably a good move for him 
because he will be playing full-time and basically 
be guaranteed a spot in the team at Perth Glory. 

Diegos: “The Four Diegos Research 
Department tells us that your performances for 
Fortuna have attracted the attention of some 
high profile soccer people in Germany, national 
team goalkeeper Andreas Kopke included, Can 
you tell us about the newspaper article he 
wrote about you?” 

Juric: “It was actually after my first game with 
the club last season. | had just got off the plane on 
the Thursday and played my first game on the 
Sunday. Andreas Kopke happen to be in the 
stands watching the game and went on to write a 
positive article about me in a high circulating 
German newspaper. He basically couldn't believe 
how | had appeared so calm given that it was my 
first game.” 

Diegos: “There are a growing number of 
Aussies in Germany playing soccer. Ned Zelic, 
Paul Agostino, Robert Middleby and Joe 
Simunic to name a few. Do you ever invite them 
around to your place for a Frank Juric 
‘Vegemite and Victoria Bitter’ food and beer 


Juric: “Ned and Paul are a six hour drive away 
in Munich, so it’s not often they gate crash my 
place. Robert Middleby is only half an hour away. 
The last time | got in contact with him was probably 
the last time we played against each other, but we 
try and keep in touch over the phone. | keep in 
touch with a lot of the boys playing in Holland such 
as Zeljko Kalac, Ante Milicic, and Joe Bacak. They 
actually come over quite often because Dusseldorf 
is renowned for its nightclubs and beautiful 
women.” 

Diegos: “Frank, it sounds like you've 


| 
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THIS AUSSIE KNIGHT 


of Frank Juric in a Socceroo top, hanging 
over her bed head.” 

duric: “|'d like to think that that’s true.” 

Diegos; “Your contract with Fortuna 
expires in June 1999. What does the future 
hold for Frank Juric at club and international 
level? 

Juric: “The club spoke with me recently. I'd 


Frank Juric (centre) with Olyroo keepers Matassa and Bolton. 


formed your very own Aussie soccer 
Rat Pack over there. Tell us a little 
about the German girls — have 
you got a German girlfriend and 
is she a Claudia Schiffer 
lookalike?” 
Juric: “Well actually Claudia 
lives down the road from me, so! 
‘see her all the time.” 

Diegos: “Have you used 
the sure fire ‘Four Diego’ 
method of meeting a 
supermodel — going over to 
her place and asking for a 
cup of sugar?” 

Juric: “Actually she comes over to me, 
she knows me now |” 
Diegos: “So she's got a semi naked poster 


like to stay in Dusseldorf if we stay in the second 
division and don't get relegated. There has been 
some talk about me leaving to go other clubs, 
but at present that is merely talk. : 

At international level, I'd like to get back into 
the Australian team, and the best way to do that 
is to get into the German first division with 
another club or with my current club. Hopefully 
then | will attract interest again.” 

Diegos: “Well Frank say hello to Claudia 
for us. Remember you can’t keep on using 
‘The Cup of Sugar’ excuse forever , Ole! 

Adios Amigo !” 

Juric: “Thanks Diegos. I'll send you over a 
half naked poster of myself. Ole Amigos |” 


Australian Features 


Welcome Amigos ! We are The Four 
Diegos, Let's Samba, Let's Rumba, 
Let's La Bamba, Let's Salza down the 
Copacobana with sombreros on our 
head and ball at our feet. Let's 
welcome our second guests, Perth 
Glory’s mercurial goalkeeper, Danny 
Milosevic. 


Diegos: “People say you have to mad to 
be a goalkeeper, diving at the feet of loose 
cannon strikers and flinging yourself full 
stretch at piercing drives and then landing 
‘on an unforgiving turf. Danny are you mad? 

Milosevic: | may not be mad yet but I’m 
getting there. In the last 15 years of my career | 
think I'm getting progressively more ‘Il Loco’ as 
you guys would put it. If you ask my teammates 
they would definitely say that I've gone mad 
already.” 

Diegos; “This season you returned home 
to play in Australia after a stint in Germany. 
Not many young talented Australians return 
home so early in their career. What was it 
about Perth Glory that convinced you that 
this was a good move for you?” 

Milosevic: “| hadn't initially planned to return 
home. | was keen to stay overseas longer but 
circumstances led me to return to Australia. 
When | made the decision to come back, | was 
convinced that the best place to be was the 
Perth Glory Football Club. The new coach and 
professional set up make it close to what | was 
experiencing overseas anyway.” 

Diegos: “We all know that Glory’s East 
German coach, Bernd Stange is a real 
gentleman but even gentlemen get flustered 


DANNY BOY THE GLORY 
EYES ARE SMILIN’ 


under pressure and forget themselves. You 
spent some time In Germany playing for 
Arminia Bielefield. Do you find yourself 
translating what Bernd’s saying to the boys 
at times?” 

Milosevic: “At the start until Berd got used to 
the language, | had to do a little translating but 
now Bernd is getting more accustomed to 
addressing the boys there is no real need.” 

Diegos: “Did you find yourself trying to 
translate any of Bernd’s German swear 
words?” 

Milosevic: “The amazing thing is that Bernd 
doesn't ever swear. He is such a nice guy | don't 
think he has ever let a foul word leave his 
mouth.” 


Diegos: “You are an integral member of 
the Olyroo squad. How is the preparation 
going and in your opinion, what are the 
team’s medal chances at the Sydney 2000 
Olympics?” 

Milosevic: “The preparations have been 
solid. The Olyroos are scheduled to play at east 
40 games in the lead up to the Sydney 
Olympics. Last week we played China, which 
was a great experience for us. We look good 
right now and | think by the time the Olympics 
come around | reckon we should be a real 
medal chance,” 


of a ee 
Danny Milosevic and pint-sized Glory striker 
Vas Kalogeracos. 


Diegos: “Perth Glory fans are legendary 
throughout Australia. Do you find you have a 
good relationship with the Glory throng and 
how important is their continued support to 
Glory's success?” 

Milosevic: “| think if you're performing and 
everything is going well as it is at present, | think 
everyone goes home feeling pretty happy. The 
fans are wonderful and if we can keep winning, 
we may be able to give them something to really 
cheer about when the finals come around.” 

Diegos: “Have you a message for the 
Glory fans out there in the stands?” 

Milosevic: “Yes \'yve got a great message. 
Keep yelling, keep chanting and keep 
supporting the Glory because we really 
appreciate it and it helps us immensely in trying 
to reach our ultimate goal this year.” 

Diegos: “Well Danny, if it makes you feel 
any better, ‘The Four Diegos’ don't think you 
are ‘Il Loco’ mate. all the best for the season. 
Adios amigo,” 


Milosevic: “Thanks Diegos. I’m glad 
someone thinks that I'm OK. 
Ole ! Adios amigos !” 


E-Mail ‘The Diegos’ on 


give a big, no huge, Soccer Weekly 
welcome to Newcastle Breakers’ new 
star, Brad Wieczorek. 


Live and Gentlemen, would you please 


1: Brad, you 
have been one 
of the new 
names on the 
Ericsson Cup 

‘| scene, could 
“| you briefly 
outline your 
| background? 

| Played my 
junior career with 
Plattsburg, before 
moving on to 
Macquarie City in the Sydney competition. | then 
started my senior career with Hamilton Olympic 
and now I'm here with the Breakers. 

My grandfather was born in Poland. My 
grandmother and father were born in Germany 
and mother and her family were born here in 
Australia. « 


2; In a word, describe yourself? 
Lucky. 


3: In a word, describe coach Sterrey? 
Inspiring. 


4; What are your ambitions 
asa player? 

Top make the top six with the 
Breakers and hopefully one day 


play for Australia. 

5: What do you think are 
your strengths and 
weaknessess? 


My strength in my opinion is 
my speed. As for my weakness | think it is the 
same as every attacking player which is not 
getting back to defend! 


6: What ground, outside of Newcastle, is 
your favourite? 

| haven't played at many yet, but at the 
moment | really think that South Melbourne's 
ground and set up was great. 


7: Favourite Breakers player. Why? 

Mark Wilson. He’s a very hard worker and 
he's always there to help you whenever you 
need it. A real inspiration. 


8: On to you, what does Brad Wiezcorek 
enjoy doing outside of Soccer? 

One of my most enjoyable hobbies is surfing 
but on top of that | like playing my guitar and 
mixing with friends and relatives. 


9: Favourite TV show, holiday destination, 
food and band? 

Friends, anywhere hot with surf, lasagne, The 
Tea Party. 


10: Ideal woman? 
Anyone that thinks that | am 
the ideal man | suppose! 


11: Where will you be in 
twenty years, and what will 
you be doing? 

| hope to be in Newcastle still 
and be married with children and 
to be healthy and successful. 


12: If you were not a soccer 
player, what do you think you would be 
doing? 

| think | would still try to be involved in some 
‘sport, no matter what, because | love all codes 
whether I'm playing or not. 


13; Complete th's sentence: Love 
Love is something that may only happen 
‘once. So if you find it don't let it go. 


Thanks Brad and good luck for the rest of the 
Ericsson Cup year with the mighty Newcastle 
Breakers. 


FourDiegos @ bigpond.com 


SOCCER CLUB 


NSW STATE SUPER LEAGUE 


TRIALS 


First Grade 
Under 21 


Sunday 6 December 5pm 
Tuesday 8 December 7pm 
Thursday 10 December 7pm 


Meadowbank Park 
Bottom of Adelaide St. 


West Ryde 


Enquiries to Les DeCelis 
Ph 0414 999 133 or 
(BH) 9799 9133 


ANSETT AUSTRALIA SUMMER SERIES 
STING FIGHT BACK 


NSWIS SAPPHIRES . iA 
ulie Murray 37; 52, 70 Joanne Peters 44) 


CANBERRA ECLIPSE -0 
De champions NSWIS Sapphires turned 


the tables on overnight leaders Canberra 

Eclipse, dealing out a thumping 4-0 defeat to 
the home side on Sunday to reclaim first position on 
the Ansett Summer Series ladder. 

Julie Murray forged her way to a hat-trick to play a 
major role in the Sapphires’ victory at Ainslie Football 
Club in Canberra. After unexpectedly going down on 
the Saturday, NSW were out to make amends and show 
the young Eclipse who's boss, All the"necessary tactical 
adjustments were made to the Sapphires’ game plan and 
the results flowed forth. Eclipse hat-trick magician Lisa 
Casagrande was shut out of the game, and the Sapphires 
midfield took control of proceedings, allowing the 
visitors to press forward in numbers from game start to 
finish, 

‘The Swaps were then aided in their cause with key 


SAPPHIRES REGAIN TOP SPOT 


players Sacha Wainwright (concussion), Karly Pumpa 
(ankle) and Casagrande (knee) all carried off with injury 
to add once more to Eclipse’s patient list. As 
courageous as the Eclipse campaign has gone so far, the 
very young combination which ended up on the pitch for 
Canberra was to be no match for the class and 
experience of the Sapphires. 


| 
Murray opened the Sapphires’ account in the 37th | 


minute, on the spot to capitalise on a defensive error. 
Passing the ball around at the back, Eclipse keeper 
Belinda Kitching miskicked and the ball was pounced 
upon by Murray for the simple conversion from close 
range. 

With half-time approaching, Joanne Peters doubled 
the Sapphires’ advantage, finishing a neat passing 
combination with a strike from 8 metres. 

Seven minutes into the second half, Murray took the 
score to 3-0 from the penalty spot. With the result never 
in doubt, Murray capped the Sapphires” big win with her 
hattrick goal in the 70th minute, collecting a good cross 
from the right and sending it into the back of the net with 
a fantastic effort from 15 metres. 


NORTHERN STRONG ON GOAL 


NORTHERN NSW HORIZON .....4 
(kristy Palozzi 11, 36, Cheryl Salisbury 13, 

‘Tracie McGovern 50) 

QAS STING .......eseseeeen ee 


‘orthern NSW Horizon, not usually one to 

rack up plenty of goals, were lethal in 

finishing their chances to treat the Coffs 
Harbour crowd to some quality play and a 4-0 win to 
the home side over QAS Sting. 

An early pair of goals and an impenetrable defence 
were the keys to Horizon’s big win. 

Northern pressured from the start and were rewarded 
in the 11th minute of play. Striker Kristy Palozzi 
collected the ball from midfield and dribbled forward. 
With time and plenty of space, Palozzi tried her luck 
from 25 metres, her shot sailing over the keeper off her 
line and into the top of the net. ‘ 

Just two minutes later, Horizon fullback Rachael 
Alley worked the ball up the left flank, interchanging 
with Sunni Hughes who continued the run and cut inside 


SYDNEY UNITED 


SOCCER CLUB 


for the Women’s State League 
team. - 


Saturday December 5 
9.30am 


All trials are to be held at 


Croatia Park 
Gipps St, Werrington. 


PHONE FOR MORE INFORMATION 


9823 6418 


WOMEN STATE LEAGUE TRIALS 


SYDNEY UNITED are holding trials 


the defence before squaring the ball across the face of 
goal. 

Midfielder Cheryl Salisbury screamed in at the far 
post to slot the ball home from 8 metres at the far post. 

Qld Sting had a fair share of the possession but could 
find no way to get in behind the Northern backline. 
Palozzi then struck again in the 36th minute to hand 
Northern a 3-0 buffer at the break. 

With the ball passed forward to Palozzi, the challenge 
came in from the Sting defender, but the ball ran loose 
for the forward and with space on the right placed her 10 
metre drive past the keeper rooted to her line. 

Five minutes after the break, Northern's Tracie 
McGovern decided to have a go herself, setting off on a 
rare foray forward, weaving her way past three 
defenders before coolly finishing with a low strike from 
12 metres for a 4-0 scoreline, 

With the win stitched up, both teams gave the bench 
players a run and there were few more chances at either 
end. 


i) 


Division 1 


QAS STING .... 


(Lisa Dunne 50, 63, 65) 


NORTHERN NSW HORIZON . 
(kristy Palozzi 23) 


AS Sting were heading for a dismally long 
road trip home before pulling themselves out 
of the fire to claim a 3-1 victory over 

Norttrern NSW Horizon in the Sunday match at 

Coffs-Harbour International Stadium, 

On the wrong end of a 4-0 scoreline the previous day, 
Sting found themselves behind a goal once more, and 
forcing a way past the Horizon defence was a difficult 
task, But the Queenslanders were transformed into a 
different side for the second half, and Lisa Dunne was 
the catalyst for the fightback, scoring a stunning hat- 
trick to sink Northern's hopes of a six point weekend. 

In an even first half, Sting had their chances but the 
spark was missing and Horizon’s defence was more 
than equal to clean up any danger near goal, It was 
Northern who then took the lead midway through the 
first term, a ball from the right finding its way to the 
unmarked Kristy Palozzi who had time to place the ball 
inside the far post from nine metres on the left, her third 
goal for the weekend. 

Five minutes after the break, QAS finally broke 
through for the equaliser to set up an interesting second 


half. Full-back Sarah Garven sent the ball forward up 
the right to Dunne, beating the opposition as she let the 
ball run past her. From an acute angle on the right edge 
of the 18-yard box, Dunne unleashed her shot which 
struck the far post and bounced into goal. 

In the 63rd minute, QAS took the lead for the first 
time. On the counterattack, Alicia Ferguson fed the ball 
through to Dunne, positioned level with the defence. 
‘Taking the ball through, Dunne was free to round the 
keeper and slot the ball home from 9 metres. 

Then just two minutes later, the Queenslanders were 
suddenly two goals in front. Midfielder April Mann 
sent the long ball forward from deep on the left but 
Northern's keeper was unable to collect the awkward 
low ball and fumbled, allowing Dunne to fly in on the 
burst to drive into the open net from close range. 
Dunne had just three second-half opportunities and sunk 
each one, 

Horizon did not give up the fight, Cheryl Salisbury 
and Sunni Hughes unable to convert several classy 
attempts, and Tracie McGovern losing out in a one-on- 
one with keeper Joanne Butland, McGovern st 
off after the heavy clash. 

‘The win was a fitting farewell to QAS Coach Gary 
Phillips, his last match in charge of the team and in 
Coffs Harbour his hometown territory. Phillips will 
continue on with the QAS men’s program, the women. 
to gain their own full-time coach very shortly. 


MANLY 
WARRINGAH 


SOCCER ASSOCIATION 


WOMEN’S STATE LEAGUE 


HAT-TRICK LEGEND CASAGRANDE 


CANBERRA ECLIPSE ........3 
(Lisa Casagrande 22, 46, 48) 
NSWIS SAPPHIRES ..........2 


(Tracey Thomas 26, Kelly Goleblowski 61) 


anberra’s Matilda attacker Lisa Casagrande 
has hit legend status, notching up an amazing 
third hat-trick in just seven matches for the 


season, 


The maestro once again inspired the Eclipse to 
victory, this time a coveted three points which shot the 
Canberrans into the dizzy heights of first position above 
clear favourites NSW Sapphires, the defending 
champions. 

‘The young, understrength Eclipse continue to defy 
the odds, racking up the goals and the points. But not 
too many would haye thought they could 
add the Sapphires to their list of victims. 
But the NSW outfit were caught 
unawares, Canberra’s pacy attack causing 
all sorts of problems as they picked the 
right moments to push forward, and 


NEW SOUTH WALES SOCCER 
FEDERATION 


intelligent holding play in the Canberra defence denying 
the Sapphires the ball. 

Casagrande wasted no time in asserting her authority, 
almost scoring in the very first minute. In the 18th 
minute, Sapphires’ Kelly Golebiowski was unlucky, her 
effort hitting the crossbar, 

Four minutes later, Canberra claimed the lead, 
Casagrande successful from the penalty spot after Amy 
Kilpatrick was taken out by defender Anissa Tann- 
Darby as she went up for the header. Another four 
minutes on, and the Sapphires drew back level, Tracey 
‘Thomas heading home a solid corner kick. 

The 1-1 deadlock was broken with Casagrande on the 
job just 42 seconds into the second half. Cindy Doyle's 
shot failed to be taken cleanly by the Sapphires keeper, 
and Casagrande leapt in and despatched the loose ball in 
from close range. 

Another two minutes passed before the lead was 
doubled, Casagrande outpaced the defence to claim a 
great through ball and finished with a brilliant strike 
from 15 metres on the left. 

Golebiowski pulled the deficit back to one for the 
Sapphires in the 61st minute, set free on the 
counterattack and shooting from 12 metres. Another 
thrilling finish at Ainslie 
ensued, NSW pressing for the 
‘equaliser but Eclipse not letting 
g0 of the prize. 


The dates and times for trials are: 


(Under 19s and All Age) 


Manly Warringah Dolphins 


Trials will commence on 


Expressions of interest are sought for the following 
positions. 


Manager and Physiotherapists for the 
NSW Women's Junior and Youth State Teams. 


Jt is expected that the appointments will be made early in 
the new year with trials to commence in March. 


Wednesday 2nd December 1998 


GRIFFITHS PARK 


Anzac Avenue, Collaroy 
6.30pm Sharp 


Suitable persons should be available to attend mid week 
training at Glenwood, attend 1 or 2 weekend camps and 
be available to travel to Perth (Junior Team) in duly and 
Darwin (Youth Team) in September. 


Written applications, indicating which team, to be 
addressed to: 


General Manager 
NSW Soccer Federation 
PO Box 6024 
Blacktown Business Centre NSW 2148 
by 11th December 1998 


Michael Beckett (Coach) (H) 9982 1814 
Rhonda Ferguson (H) 9984 0500 


NORTHERN SPIRIT 1 
Marusic 15 

BRISBANE STRIKERS 1 
Hews 67 

At North Sydney Oval, Sydney 


By Mark Fowler 


against Brisbane had been stopped at half 
time, coach Graham Arnold and most of 
the large crowd of 15,862 would have gone 
home delighted with the Spirit’s performance, 
A first half which saw the Strikers restricted to 
just one attempt on Spirit’s goal an effort by Andy 
Harper well saved by Paul Henderson showed the 
type of unit Arnold is attempting to piece together. 
His reshuffles saw the side looking balanced and 
comfortable on the ball, in contrast to a physical 
Strikers outfit who looked distinctly second-rate. 
Unfortunately, something happened at half- 
time, Arnold joked afterwards that maybe his 
players had sleeping tablets put in their drinks, but 
he knew a combination of his young players tiring 
and an improvement by Brisbane was more likely. 
There was much to admire about his unit though 
in the first half, Arnold dropped himself to the 
bench, and brought in apprentice Daniel Watkins. 
It wasn’t the expected straight swop though, as 
Watkins played wide on the right with Kresimir 
Marusic pushed further forward. Robbie Slater 
played in the centre of midfield with Paul 
Bilokapic, and the captain ensured that Watkins 
saw much of the ball. 
ast this though, a performance by another 
apprentices wouldn't have gone 


|: Northern Spirit’s game on Friday night 


AT LAST THE 


CARLTON 3 
Moriera 12, 71, 82 

GIPPSLAND FALCONS 0 
At Optus Oval, Melbourne 


By Ralph Barba 


make shift Carlton outfit condemned a 

battling Gippsland Faleons to their second 

Joss in as many weeks, with a comfortable 3-0 
‘win at Optus Oval on Sunday night. 

‘The ‘Navy Blues’, fielding a team that included three 
former Falcon’s players, Sean Douglas, Marcus 
Stergiopoulos, and Joe Tricarico, were without the 
dynamic Simon Colosimo, who was carrying a groin 
injury and goalkeeper, Dean Anastasiadis, who is 
currently trialing with Wolverhampton Wanderers in 
England. 

Gippsland also suffered a number of major losses 
prior to the game with central defender, Jeff Hopkins 
and exciting front man, Archie Thompson not appearing 
due to injury and poor form respectively. 

Tn the opening stanza, Carlton's mobile play and 
impressive interchanging of passes, secured much of the 
territorial advantage. Gippsland countered with a ploy 
that centred around having 11 men behind the ball and 
breaking with pace on the counter attack at every 
opportunity. 

"The quick movement of Lubo Lapsansky, Marco 
Bresiciano and Andy Viahos for Carlton, was destined 
to provide the key to unlock the Gippsland armory. 
Lapsansky in particular, came close to breaking the 
deadlock with a 30 metre run and shot that had to be 
partied away by Falcon’s keeper, Bojo Jevdjevie after 
10 minutes. 

In the 12th minute, Carlton was finally rewarded, 
when a pinpoint Stergiopoulos cross eluded an uncertain 


unnoticed. Left wing-back Matthew Langdon 
looked like he should have been playing in the 
Under 13 match that preceded events, but in a 
physical game the diminutive 18 year old easily 
picked up my Man of the Match. Apart from a few 
poor crosses Langdon didn’t put a foot wrong. He 
looked far too comfortable on the ball for a 
youngster making his debut, and his positional 
play was excellent, ‘The best thing though was that 
he never hid, and he was usually the outlet ball for 
the rest of the team. 

‘As with Watkins, Amold has a difficult but nice 
job in using them in the correct manner. He is 
sensible enough not to over-burden them, but it is 
superb to see a coach using his youngsters and not 
use his “get out of Jail free card” by using second- 
rate players from Crystal Palace. 

The game started with an early strike from 
Slater after good work by Langdon, then after 10 
minutes Harper's strike for Brisbane. After 15 
minutes came the Spirit's goal, which involved the 
two apprentices. The ball was fed to Marusic, who 
did well not only to tum in the area but also to fire 
the ball into the top right-hand corner past Clint 
Bolton. 

On the stroke of half-time Slater hit the post, 
which could have made it 2-0 to the Spirit. The 
way the game was going though, it didn’t appear 
as if it would make a difference. 

The second half drifted along until the 
substitution of Wayne Knipe by Glen Kolpak for 
the Strikers. Just a minute after the substitution the 
impressive Jeromy Harris could have equalised, 
but three minutes later they did. 

Balls played high into the area have caused the 
Spirit problems all season, and they came unstuck 
again, They had a couple of chances of clearing, 


Falcon’s defense and fell at the feet of clever striker, 
‘Alex Moriera at the far post. He succeeded in powering 
the ball home from close range, to make it 1-0 for 
Carlton. 

Lapsansky and Vlahos continued to terrorise the 
Falcons, and the rejuvenated Moriera was providing an 
excellent option up forward. Gippsland continued to 
work hard without luck or method. Flank player, John 
Hutchinson and striker, Robert Puca attempted to 
provide good support for Falcon’s target man, Marko 
Perinovic. 

It was the Gippsland ‘Big Man’ who provided a few 
anxious moments for the Blues defence, and was 
unlucky not to put the visitors on equal terms in the 29th 
minute after a goal mouth scramble, 

It seemed that any hope that Gippsland had was 
extinguished, when in the 47th minute their fiery 
midfielder, Clayton Bell was sent off for his second 
bookable offence. 

Gippsland toiled manfully in the second half, hoping 
to exploit Carlton’s precarious 1 - 0 position. Their 
sporadic forays forward however, lacked conviction, 
with McNichol the biggest culprit, missing woefully 
with an angled shot after beating the Carlton offside trap 
in the 67th minute and again, later in the half missing 
with a point blank header. 

Carlton finally made the Falcons pay for their inept 
finishing by scoring a second in controversial 
circumstances in the 71st minute. 

‘A Robert Markovac cross prompted a mid air 
collision between Falcon’s keeper, Jevdjevic and 
Moriera, the latter recovering quicker to slot the ball 
home from close range to make it 2 -0. 

In the 82nd minute, it was Moriera who completed an 
impressive hat trick to clinch a comfortable 3 - 0 win for 
the Blues. 

‘At the end of the game, Falcon’s frustrated coach, 
Stuart Munro, was left to lament his team’s below 
standard finishing. 


‘A scorching strike by Striker Chay Hews in 
the second half. 


and Chay Hews was happy to drive a 20 metre 
shot into the net after another half-clearance. 

On 78 minutes Mark Rudan hit the post for the 
Spirit, and the ball was then cleared of the line. 
However, the last two chances fell to Brisbane, 
Paul Henderson saving the Spirit with his legs 
with eight minutes to go in a one on one, then 
Jeromy Harris heading over from a comer with the 
clock showing 90 minutes. 

‘Arnold described his team’s second half 


a 
& 
oarmalail 


Moriera... finally Ronaldo's former 
team-mate has found his scoring touch. 


“We created enough chances in the last 15 minutes to 
win the game. But if we can't take our opportunities we 


‘won't win games.” 


Carlton coach, Eddie Kmeevic, was left in no doubt 


‘who the star of the show was on the day. 


“Today Moriera scored three world class goals. It was 
only a matter of time before he was going to explode 


and today he did.” 


performance as “not acceptable”, He thought his 
team defended too deep in the second half, and he 
believed they missed the injured lan Crook, who 
would have pushed the defence up, thus 
compacting the game. 

‘After last week’s bye the Spirit now face three 
matches away, giving them just one home game in 
five weeks. Surely that’s not the way to help a 
club build a supporter base? 


zz 


SYDNEY OLYMPIC 2 
Cardozo 32, 44 

NEWCASTLE BREAKERS 1 
Umiil 84 


At Belmore Sports Ground, Sydney 


By John Economos 


ydney Olympic, inspired by elegant striker Pablo 

Cardozo and former Australian marker 

Mehmed Durakovic, combined beautifully to 
steer their side to a 2-1 win over a plucky Newcastle 
Breakers last Sunday at the Belmore Oval. 

‘The unselfish Cardozo cracked in a ‘double’ and with 
his excellent vision and silky skills set up two other clear 
chances squandered by team-mates, whilst down the back 
the durable Durakoyic saved a certain Newcastle goal and 
areatly assisted in Cardozo scoring his first. 

Cardozo’s intelligence opened the scoring in the 32nd 
minute assisted by the excellent lead up work from 
teenage midfielder Jason Culina who fed Durakovic who 
instantly headed on to Cardozo for the striker to explode a 
first timed blast that ripped through goalkeeper Bobby 
Catlin’s outstretched glove and into the net, 


PERTH GLORY 2 
Markovski 43, 61 

ADELAIDE SHARKS 1 
Porter 72 
At Perth Oval, Perth 


By Richard Kreider 


jh Glory extended their lead at the top of the 
Ericsson Cup standings to six points following a 
solid 2-1 win over Adelaide Sharks at Perth oval 

last Sunday, 

Glory were able to stretch their advantage over their 
nearest rivals Marconi Fairfield because it was the tu of 
the Stallions to have a bye. 

Tragically, Glory's victory proved to be a hollow one, 
with Vinko Buljubasic now sidelined for at least four 
months after breaking his right leg from a 38th minute 
high tackle by Hamilton Thorp. The injury left a bitter 
taste in Glory coach Bernd Stange’s mouth because he 
was surprised the tackle went unpunished. 

“Vinko's injury was not from bad training, it was a 
bad tackle that went over the top,” said Stange. 

“Phe feeling in the changing-rooms is not that of a 


BATTLE SCARRED OLYMPIC TRIUMPH 


A minute later Newcastle was denied equaliser, thanks 
to an immaculately timed slide-covering tackle by 
Durakovic that clipped the ball away from the raiding 
Robbie Shannon well inside the box. 

Five minutes from the break following an Olympic 
raid, stocky striker Norman Tome was stretchered from 
the pitch with ligament damage to his right ankle and was 
replaced by teenage striker Nick Carle. 

Ironically, Newcastle had yet another golden 
opportunity to ‘balance the books’ two minutes from the 
break, as industrious midfielder Mark Wilson from the 
right clipped a lovely ball off the byeline and into the path 
of Andy Roberts, The tenacious Roberts however seemed 
stunned by the simple chance and tamely shot straight 
into the grateful gloves of Olympic’s promoted 
goalkeeper George Bouhoutsos. 

This squandered chance proved fatally expensive as 
Cardozo scored again the very next minute. 

Right midfielder Brett Emerton back-heeled a ball into 
the path of the overlapping Scotty Thomas who in turn 
fed Cardozo. That's all the lethal striker needed before 
slamming a lethal right foot drive into the far comer. 

Newcastle came more ‘alive’ in the second half, 
showing far more resilience in their tackling and on two 
occasions forcing Olympic well on the back foot. 

The gallant Novocastrians struck gold with three 
minutes left as mobile striker John Buonavoglia scooted 


winning team,” said stopper Danny Hay. “We came out 
full of determination in the second-half because we 
wanted to win the game for Vinko,” said Hay. 

The injury to Buljubasic means Stange is rapidly 
running out of first team defenders with right wing-back 
Robert Trajkovski also out for at least three months after 
under-going overdue groin operation. 

“We must find some quality replacements, and 
quickly,” said Stange. Whilst the win meant Glory 
remains unbeaten after eight rounds, the strain to stay at 
the top intensifies with each passing week. 

“With the Perth public so relentless and beset on 
winning every game, even I am starting to feel the 
pressure,” Stange said. 

Stange surprised everyone by starting Vas 
Kalogeracos in the wing-back position, but it was a move 
that didn’t reap much of a reward, apart for an accurate 
2nd minute centre to John Markovski that was headed 
onto the cross-bar, 

Bobby Despotovski had the next chance with a snap- 
shot in the 21st minute that went harmlessly over the top, 
while at the other end Thorp struck the cross-bar after 30 
minutes. 

Right minutes later Buljubasic suffered a hard and high 
challenge from Thorp that broke his right leg in two 
places. 


clear on the right to cross into the box. His grateful 
Moroccan strike colleague Fouad Umlil climbed high to 
powerfully head on target, but although Bouhoutsos held 
the missile it was ruled the ball had crossed the line. 

Five minutes prior, Olympic should have had a third as 
Cardozo sighted Emerton on his far right. With Brazilian 
style and elegance, Cardozo gracefully fed Emerton with 
a most delightful right footed pass. However Emerton 
inexplicably failed to control from close range. 

Olympic’s casualty list has ballooned in recent weeks 
having already lost for the season Kimon Taliadoros 
(knee), Adam Ciantar (in for a knee recontruction this 
Friday), Adrian Cervinski (neck injury) and now striker 
Tome is expected to miss at least the next three matches. 
Teenage striker Nick Carle who had originally replaced 
Tome, also left the field in the 67th minute after feeling a 
crack in his ankle, 

Best performers for Olympic were Durakovic, 
Cardozo, centre-back Ante Juric, attacking left midfielder 
Elias Augerinos plus right defender Scotty Thomas. The 


Breakers were best served by free-back Shane Pryce, - 


‘screener’ Andy Roberts and midfielder Mark Wilson. 

‘A disappointed Newcastle coach Lee Sterrey, later 
lamented: “For Cardozo to be left so free for both of his goals 
just should not happen, but we fought back in the second half 
and showed a bit of character till some injuries hit us. We had 
chances but gave away possession at the vital time”. 


Glory had never beaten the Sharks prior this 
encounter, and the first-half of this latest confrontation 
looked like both sides were evenly balanced once again. 
John Markoyski had a shot saved on the line by Paul 
Souris in the 44th minute, but the Socceroo forward 
eventually found the net a minute into time added on, 
from a superbly taken free-kick just outside the penalty 
area. 


After a good period of pressure football by Glory in 
the second-half, Markovski notched up his 98th NSL goal 
in his 299th game in the 61st minute from another well 
taken strike. Markovski came extremely close to making 
ita hat-trick in the 74th minute with a blistering 35 metre 
missile that sailed just past Nathan Wildly’s right-hand 
upright. 

The Sharks pulled a goal back against the run of play 
three minutes later in freakish fashion when a speculative 
cross from the right hand byeline by substitute Joel Porter 
was misread by goalkeeper Danny Milosevic and ended 
up pushing the ball into the far side of the goal. 

‘The final minutes became a frantic period of play for 
the visitors, and they can consider themselves unlucky 
not to have snatched an equaliser, especially in the 
second minute of added time when Milosevic came under 
a barrage of raids, 

‘The game however, came to an end with Glory still 


SOUTHS EDGE OUT KNIGHTS 


MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 0 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 1 
Lozanovski 12 
At Knights Stadium, Melbourne 


By Dwyght Tuffnell 


weeks proved to be more succesful as they 
shrugged off Melbourne Knights 1-0 on Sunday, 

Goran Lozanoyski scored the winner after 12 minutes in 
a fiery encounter that saw eight players go into referee 
Eugene Brazzale’s book. 

“You come down here and you know it’s going to be 
tough game and it proved to be a tough one” said South 
Melbourne coach Ange Postecoglou after the match. 

“We got the early goal which we were after and then it 
was just a matter of trying to hang on and not do anything 
silly.” 

Knights new signing, Michael Reda, performed well in 
midfield alongside Zeljko Susa as did skipper Ante 
Kovacevic and youngster Jason Vukadin in defence. 

‘The Knights had chances late in the game to at least draw 


Ss Melbourne’s second Jocal derby in as many 


level, notably from Ivan Kelic, but Michael Petkovie 
managed to keep his goal intact. 

Lozanoyski’s goal came from an indirect free kick inside 
the area after Knights ‘keeper Joe Didulica pickéd up an 
Ivan Jolic back-pass, Jason Polak rolled the ball back to 
Lozanovski who fired in his 4th goal of the season. 

Five minutes later, a strong challenge on Didulica by 
Vaughan Coveny led to the game being held up for some 
five minutes as the Olyroo “keeper received attention. 

In this fixture last season, Didlica had to stretchered 
off and his place taken by then captain Andrew Marth, 
This time though, he was able to play on, but looked 
fairly groggy for the rest of the match. 

“J didn’t think there was much in that incident” said 
Postecoglou, “It was a fifty-fifty ball and] was surprised 
he paid a free kick to be honest.” 

Knights coach Vid Horvat also dismissed the incident 
as just one of those things that happen in derby games. 

"The match was threatening to boil over and Coveny, a 
former Knights player, found himself public enemy 
number one with both Knights players and fans. 

When everything settled down, the Knights came 
back into the game towards the end of the first haif and 
created a couple of problems for the visitors. 

Seven minutes into the second stanza, Kelic got onto 


the end of an Ivan Jolic cross, and although he beat 
Petkovic, he directed his header just wide of the post. 

In the 63rd minute the same two combined and Kelic 
this time, from point-blank range, had his shot deflected 
past the goal. 

Some quick thinking in the 78th minute from 
Lozanovski set up Paul Trimboli, not having one of his 
best games, and he shot straight at Didulica from close 
range. 

‘The Knights’ last chance came in the final minute but 
Petkovic pulled off a terrific save from Kelic’s 
downward header. 

“We were after three points today, After last week 
and even the result in Perth where we played really well 
and let the result slip, but today was a matter of getting 
the three points” a satisfied Postecoglou said. 

“Hanging on and winning 1-0 is fine. Not many clubs 
come here and get the three points so it’s a good three 
points for us. 

“We were under pressure, but we were prepared for 
that. Our idea was to soak up that pressure and get the 
three points” concluded Postecoglou. 

Horvat said that the Knights are slowly beginning to 
get to the level to where they want to be. 

“It's looking much better than what it was a month 


Meanwhile Olympic’s coach Branko Culina, so 
relieved to get back on the winning track following 
ic’s 4-1 thrashing by the Sharks the previous week, 
“Our players have been under a lot of pressure, 
pressure that I can take but I don't want it on my players. 
We deserved the win and I was happy that we did win, 
We created a few chances — enough to win the game,” 


without a loss, and Stange now aiming to emulate English 
club Aston Villa’s run of nine games without a loss. 


MATCH ‘STATS © 


‘Crowd: ane 6,500 
Bethea Eugene Brazzaie 


‘Meboine Knights: Joe. Bouics Kovacevic, 
Banini, Vukadin, Jolio, Sevin (Kiratzogiou 75), 
i Pondaljak (ules 69), Ket 


South Mebourte Patkovic, | losis, De 
Amicis, Orlic, Clarkson, Coveny (Curcija 89), 
‘Trimboll, Baser, Polak, coo 
79),1 Tsekini astasi dis 62). : 


Melboume Knights covacevic a7, Keli (39), 
Pondeljak (41), Sevin 43), Reda (55). 
South | Melbourne ; Lozanovski (17), Basel (27 
Polak (77), : 
; Votes for Player of the Year: 

3: Baser (SM) S 
= Vukagin (MK) 


ago” said Horvat. 

“South Melbourne scored the goal and then looked to 
defend. We created so many chances but just couldn't 
get the goal. 


WOLLONGONG WOLVES 4 
Horsley 18, Chipperfield 52, Masi 84, 
Petrovski 84 

CANBERRA COSMOS 2 
Buljan 4, Magnacca 57 

At Brandon Park, Wollongong 


By Rebecca Stanton 


anberra Cosmos, with nothing to lose, were 
desperate to get on the scoreboard, but in the 


dying minutes Wollongong Wolves secured 
the three points to seal their first home win, 4-2 at 
Brandon Park in Sunday’s TV Match of the Day. 

The game proved to be very physical and it was 
obvious the match was played out between two teams 
situated in the wrong end of the ladder, such was the 
quality. “ 

With a new coach and four new players, the Cosmos 
came out the hungrier of the two, and impressive 
striker,Peter Buljan put Canberra ahead 1-0 in the Sth 
minute, 

Wollongong didn’t fold, and in the 19th minute 
captain Matt Horsley was able to dribble the ball over 
the line after receiving a good throw-in from Ceccoli, 
taking the score to 1-1. 

Although the game seemed to settle down, Canberra 


ADELAIDE CITY 3 
‘Talladira 42, Kim 44, Hassell 75 
SYDNEY UNITED 2 


Caleta 12, Griffths 46 
At Hindmarsh Stadium, Adelaide 


By Margaret Bowden & Donald Campbell 
FE: the third week in a row Adelaide fans were 


treated to entertainment plus. City and United 

both set out to win, resulting in an attack 
oriented spectacle that had the crowd gasping and 
jumping off their seats throughout the 90 minutes, 
The City faithful were again surprised to see so much 
attack from a Zoran Matic coached team. 

Although the game started at a fairly slow pace, the 
first scoring chance came in the first minute, when 
United’s Jacob Burns sizzled a shot just wide of the far 
post after latching onto a cross from Walter Ardone on 
the left. Not to be outdone, City immediately counter 
attacked with Veart passing wide to Costanzo, who ran 
down the right wing to the edge of the penalty area and 
crossed low into the six yard box for the rapidly 
advancing Bradley Hassell. 

United keeper Andrew Crews raced off his line and 
scooped the ball up just as Hassell was about to shoot. 
‘This was a scenario repeated throughout the match at 
both ends of the park, with Crews under close range 
pressure from Hassell, Mori, Veart and Costanzo, and 
City’s Jason Petkovic constantly under similar fire from 
super-sub baby Joel Griffiths and ‘old boy” Joe Caleta. 

Griffiths had been on the pitch for all of 30 seconds 
when he played a vital part in the opening goal, having 
come on to replace Mile Sterjovski who suffered an 
ankle injury. 

City had been dominating for the five minutes that 
United were down to ten men, when, totally against the 
run of play, Townsend eared a comer on the left hand 
side, Mitchell sent Griffiths on in this break in play. 

Unnoticed by the City defence, he ran straight from 
the touchline into an attacking position in the far right 
hand corner of the 18 yard box. The ball was lofted 
across box, Petkovie came off his line to catch it, lost 
sight of it in the sun, and Griffith's free header looked to 


looked like they were playing with their heart and soul 
while the Wolves still looked very tentative. 

‘Cosmos had on more than one occasion @ one-on-one 
with the Wolves goalie Les Pogliacomi, but 
unfortunately for them they just couldn’t get it past the 
giant keeper. 

The second half was still anyone’s game but this time 
it was the Wolves who came out firing and in the SOth 
minute, after a stylish pass from substitute Petrovski, 
Chipperfield was able to slot the ball away, taking the 
Wolves ahead 2-1. 

The game was shaping up as a mini-goalfest (as the 
TV game tends to be of late) and five minutes later 
Cosmos’ Magnacca was able to put the ball in the back 
of the net after Pogliacomi left his line and failed to 
clear the ball, which proved to be a costly mistake, 
bringing parity back to the scorecard. 

Just when we were convinced Canberra were going to 
hang on, Wollongong were able to give just that little bit 
more and in the 85th minute a short pass from Horsley 
to Masi, after the defence failed to clear, allowing Masi 
to drill the ball past the keeper, putting the home side 
3-2 up with just six left on the clock, 

Two minutes later the Wolves were determined to 
make their victory sweet and after a precise cross from 
Chipperfield (who has regained some lost form), it 
found Petrovski,who nipped in between keeper and 
defender to score again to make it 4-2. 


be going into the left hand top comer of the goal, Caleta, 
racing in unmarked from the left, ensured its rightful 
resting place and glanced it into the net ~ 1-0 for Sydney 
United. 

The City fans went quiet, sensing a replay of last 
season's meeting between these teams at Hindmarsh, 
when Adelaide City did all the work but United scored 
the goals. Ardone’s quickfire shot just past the far post 


Down but not out ... Brad Hassell was back to his old self. 


after the restart did little to make them feel otherwise. 

Veart sent Hassell through for a one on one with 
Crews, whose charge off his line did enough to make 
Hassell sky his attempted close range chip over the bar. 
Ivanovic was again attacking from the back, running the 
ball through midfield and laying off deftly timed passes 
for Dongi K Kim and his strikers. 

Richard Plesa, United's Rock of Gibraltar on the 
night, Velimir Kupresak and Peter Bennett cut out many 
of these moves before Crews had to act. 

Menillo took the Utd defence by surprise, instead of 
lofting into box, passed a long ball back to Talladira 30 
metres out on a slight angle. Talladira smashed his shot 
into the right hand top comer of the net, giving Crews 
no chance. I doubt he even saw it. What a goal! 

‘The Veart sent Terminello racing into the centre of 
the penalty area, Crews rushed out to block the 
anticipated shot, but Terminello, even though a Zebra, 
outfoxed him and laid the ball off to Kim running in 


“J still don’t think we played too well, Canberra 
battled hard, they came up here looking for a draw and 
they gave us a hard run, but we were lucky enough and 
got a few goals at the end of the game and so we came 
up with the points,” explained a relieved Wolves player, 
Anthony Surjan. 

Next week the Wolves meet South Melbourne in 
Melbourne and according to Wolves Goalkeeper, Les 
Pogliacomi it isn’t going to be easy. 

“Jt’s going to be very difficult at their home ground, 
their crowd is very vocal and they excite the players a 
lot, but if we can battle like we did today and get 
ourselves out of tight situations then maybe we can get 
some points out of it,” commented Pogliacomi. 


unmarked from the left. As Crews scrambled to cover 
the shot, Kim slotted the ball into the net just inside the 
near post 2-1 for City. 

Not satisfied with this, in the final minute, City 
attacked again through Veart, whose close range 
‘overhead shot was cleared off the line by Kupresak, 
Yes, the game had certainly changed. 

The second half began at the same frenzied pace as 
the first had finished. United 
launched an all out attack from the 
kick off. It took them just one minute 
to even the score. Ardone took off on 
an unchallenged 50 metre run down 
the left wing and crossed the ball high 
into the 18 yard area. 

Petkovic came off his line but was 
too slow. Danger man Griffiths beat 
him to it and cheekily headed it up 
over the City keeper. What a goal, 
What a game 
2-2, 

Two minutes later Bradley Hassell 
took off on an almost identical run 
down the right wing, finishing with a 
blazing shot which have singed 
Crews’ fingertips as he pulled off the 
saye of the match to tip it over the bar. 

Damien Mori’s best chance to break the elusive 
goalscoring record came in the 62nd minute when 
Kupresak miskicked a clearance. Mori pounced on the 
ball and raced into the box. One on one with the keeper, 
he lost his composure. Instead of rounding the 
advancing Crews, he tried to blast the ball past him. 
Crews made a magnificent save with his feet as he slid 
to block the shot. 

In what must be the cruellest irony Joe Caleta, who 
had been one of City’s greatest tormentors misjudged a 
clearance to give City the comer which resulted in the 
winning goal. 

The ball was lobbed high into the box from the right. 
‘After a scramble of players from both sides, it was 
cleared wide to the left where Hassell, who had been’ 
reading the game like a psychic all night, ran onto it and 
sent a 30 metre screamer into the top of the net 3-2 for 
Adelaide City. 
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David Mitchell’s never-say-die Sydney United went 
into overdrive, with Plesa, Bennett, Bums, Ardone and 
Griffiths putting on a superb display of one touch 
passing which cut a swathe through the entire Adelaide 
City team: The defence, however, although looking 
decidedly suspect at times, held firm. Petkovic kept a 
special watch on Griffiths, ensuring he was off his Tine 
in a flash each time this dynamo sub threatened to 
increase his goal tally. 

Sydney United positively burned for the final ter 
minutes, but in their desperation sent shots everywhert 
but into the net. 


Proud Sponsor Pascoe Vale/Soccer Weekly 
‘Player of the Year’ Award 
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Southern Division 


Round Eight 


Albury Wodonga 1 Gippsland Falcons 2 | Northern Spirit 1 @as 
(Zoran Tudor) (Tony Pardo, Luke Cheney) | (lan Kebblewhite) 
Carlton 1 Vis | AIS 2 Northern Spirit Colts 
(Cameron Pino) (Scott McDonald, Juan Sastre) (Todd Brodie, Ivan Ergic) 
Melbourne Knights 1 South Melbourne Sydney United Colts 3 Wollongong Wolves Colts 
(Frank Bazzano) (Andrew Mashoian 3, Erhan Bayraktar) (Alan Lo Proto, Mark Bazdaric, Paul Badjkovic) 
Bye v Bulleen Inter 5 ae NeW rene 2 Sydney Olympic Academy 
eague Ladder yylan ister, Mark Byrnes) 
eet Wollongong Wolves 2  ACTAS 
Ras p w D L F A Pts uetar, Rati, Michael Clare) ‘é (een goal) Bie 
South Melbourne (0) 2 13 ZA 18 | lympic jewcastle Breakers 
vis 6 5 1 oO 16 4 16 sda Adam Sanderson, 
Bulleen Inter Kings 6 3 1 2 6 9 10 ‘ony Bauer) 
Gippsiand Falcons 7 2 1 4 8 12 7 Marconi Fairfield Colts 0 Sydney United 4 
Carlton 5 2 0 3 13 9 6 | nae 0 
Melbourne Knights 6 1 2 3 8 "1 5 | Marconi Fairfield v Bye 
Albury Wodonga 6 0 1 5 4 16 1 League Ladder 
Round Nine 
| P D 
Saturday 5 December | Newcastle Breakers Toate aha eG ace evs 
Gippsland Falcons v Melbourne Knights, (Mobil Park, 4.30 pm) | Northern Spirit i 6 0) 1 12 6 18 
VIS v Albury Wodonga, (Grange Reserve, 3.30 pm) | Sydney Olympic 8 5 a 2 28 10 16 
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Bulleen Inter v.Carton, (Egan fon Reserve, 4 pm) QAS 8 4 1 3 15 12 13 
outh Melbourne v Bye NSWIS. 5 4 0 1 "4 3 12 
oe = Wollongong Wolves 5 4 Cy) 1 9 4 12 
Southern point. to nil at half-time and ran out winner | Sydney United Colts 8 3 ) 5 13 18 9 
South Melbourne beat the — by three goals to nil. Alan Lo Proto | Sydney United 8 2 2 4 10 13 8 
7 Falcons overcame Melbourne Knights by four goals to opened in the first half after 40 | Northern Spirit Colts Z 2 1 4 13 20 7 
rot Wodonga brtwa on¢ at Somers Street. Andrew minutes, then Paul Badjkovic added | Marconi Fairfield Colts 6 1 0) 5 1 13 3 
sof bbl at Myrileford Mashoian was the hero with a hat- asecond on the hourmark. ACTAS 8 1 0 "f 14 33 3 
hiss Z Ted trick, beginning with two goals ‘The final goal came five minutes Sydney Olympic Academy 8 t) 2 6 3 23 2 
on Saturday, Zoran 2 udor gave inside the first four minutes and a__ ater from Bark Bazdaric. Stopper_| Wollongong Wolves Colts 7 0 1 6 2 31 1 
ihe Sone Coane ea neq third in 82, Ethan Bayraktar put Paul Ivkovie had an excellent game 
minutes, but Tony Pardo equal Souths three-nil up in 13 minutes, for United. : Round Nine 


only nine minutes later. Matters 
remained deadlocked till 77 
minutes when Luke Cheney scored 
the winner for the Falcons. 

In an amazing game at Optus 
Oval, the VIS defeated Carlton by 
two goals to one. 

In the first half the VIS had a full 
complement of players for 34 
minutes but could hardly get out of 
its own half for most of this time. 

Carlton had the ball in the net 
three times, but only one of these 
was allowed to stand when Cameron 
Pino latched on to a rebound when 
Martin John parried a shot by Ace 
Stojcevski to score for Carlton in 19 
minutes. 

Then in the VIS’s first attack, 
Scott McDonald scored with a flying 
header from a cross by Danicl 
Vasileyski, When Denis Vucinic was 
sent off for his second bookable 
offence, it looked as if the VIS was 
gone, but there was a complete 
transformation after the interval. 

The Carlton defence had to clear 
two shots off the goal-line as the ten- 
man VIS carried the game to the 
Dark Blues, Substitute Juan Sastre 
popped up at the far post to score 
from a cross by another substitute 
Naum Sekulovski in the 87th minute. 

‘The same two could have made it 
three, but Sekulovski went for glory 
and drove his shot wide, while David 
Della Rocca's header flew just over 
the bar as Carlton set out to salvage a 


but Frank Bazzano hit back with a 
strike for the Knights in 38 minutes. 


Northern Division 


orthern Spirit beat QAS by 

a goal to nil in the opening 

match in Round 8 on 
Saturday, Ian Kebblewhite was the 
scorer after an hour of what was 
described as a scrappy game, Both 
teams believed they should have 
won, but Spirit took its single 
chance, and that was that. 

‘The AIS had what appeared to be 
a regulation two-nil win against 
Northern Spirit Colts, but the second 
goal did not come till the last minute 
of play. 

Todd Brodie got the breakthrough 
for the AIS but only after 62 
minutes, and Ivan Ergic’s goal came 
right on time. Skipper and sweeper 
Ljubo Milicevic, Matt Kemp and 
Ergic were the pick of the AIS team. 

The Colts once again showed their 
perserverance and did as much as 
they could to keep the AIS honest on 
a cold Canberra evening. Ryan 
Griffiths beat the keeper but had his 
shot cleared off the line. 

Pascal Julio and Daniel 
Cunningham played well for the 
Colts in defence, while John Turco’s 
run and cross deserved to have 
someone up to finish the move. 

Sydney United Colts ted 
Wollongong Wolves Colts by a goal 
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Northern Division 


Round Eightn 


Friday 4 December 
Newcastle Breakers v Sydney United Colts, (Breakers Stadium, 5.45 pm) 
Saturday 5 December 


Wollongong Wolves Colts v AIS, (Brandon Park No 2, 4 pm) 
Sydney United v Northern Spirit, (Edensor Park, 5 pm) 
Northern Spirit Coits v NSWIS, (Christie Park, 4 pm) 


Sunday 6 December 
Sydney Olympic Academy v Wollongong Wolves, (Wentworth Park, 4 pm) 
Marconi Fairfield v Sydney Olympic, (Marconi Stadium, 7.15 pm) 
Monday 7 Decemb er 
ACTAS v Marconi Fairfield Colts, (Bruce Stadium, 4.30 pm) 
Bye v QAS 


JOHN KAROUBAS 
YOUTH PLAYER PROFILE 


New South Wales Institute of 
Sport downed Sydney Olympic 
Academy by two goals to nil at 
Valentine Park. Dylan McAllister 
opened with a looping header over 
the keeper from a cross by Shane 
Cansdell-Sheriff in the first half. 

‘The second goal came from Mark 
Byrnes after 68 minutes following a | 
cut back from Simon Catanzaro. 
Byrnes then had an amazing run 
from midfield, beating several | 
players and knocking over a couple, 
but ended with a shot from 6 metres 
straight at the keeper. Otherwise it 
might have been the goal of the 
season! 

Wollongong Wolves beat the 
ACT Academy by two goals to one. 


There was only a Christian Zelvis | Name: John Karoubas 
goal in the first half to separate the a j 
teams, then Michael Clare added a | Position: Sydney Olympic Youth (3rd keeper) 
second for the Wolves. The ACTAS | Age: 19 
goal was given as an own goal. | oe 
Newcastle Breakers took over the | Short-term: First Grade 
league leadership after a three-nil | Long-term: Overseas 


win away to Sydney Olympic. Chad 
Mansley and Adam Sanderson had 
goals on the board for Newcastle 
inside the first twelve minutes, and 
Tony Bauer's third early in the 
second half was the clincher. 

Sydney United was too strong for 
Marconi Fairfield Colts, running out 
winner by four goals to nil, but the 
names of the scorers were not 
available at time of printing. 


Heroes: jim Kourtis, Peter Schmeichel 
Highlights: State titles U/16 NSW 
Assets: Reflexes, perceptive 
Impression of NSL: Getting better, particularly with Olympic turning pro. 
Training: 6-7 sessions per week 

In 20 years where would you be: Looking back on glamour career, happy 
family and well-off. 

Favourite Club: Manchester United. 
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Australian Features 


NO TEA FOR TWO IN THE SHED 


Last week guest writer Bonnie Mersiadis 
went inside the Glory Shed to find out who 
were the characters behind this Aussie 
Soccer phenomenon. Here is part two.... 


erry and David are the first to admit The 

Shed has its differences. “We've got a right 

and left side and it’s nothing to do with 
brains or politics!” said Gerry. 

“It's not a faction or anything, but just a natural 
division in the set-up of the area. We have 
competitions about the best chants and who can be 
the loudest. It’s all part of the fun.” 


Gerry is a left-side Shedder while David is a right- 
sider like 24 year old Jason Roberts. 

Jason works in the purchasing area for the blue- 
chip company, the Western Mining Corporation, and 
Was attracted to The Shed because he heard about it 
from friends and in the press, 

“I've played football, like most of us have, and | 
wanted be part of the action at Perth Glory, so | tried it 
with some friends also.” 

Jason said he can't get along to every game but 
when he does, he enjoys a few pints at one of the 
pubs nearby picturesque Perth Oval, before taking up 
his spot in the right side of The Shed. 

“I'm always just knocked out by how quick and 
clever these guys (at The Shed) are. No sooner does 
something happen on the field, then they've got 
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something to sing about! It spreads around the whole 
Shed like wildfire and before you know it, all of us are 
singing away. It's just spectacular.” 

The Shed Boys have their favourites, of course. 

“We love Vinko Buljubasic,” says Gerry, “and he 
really appreciates us. And Vas (Kalogeracos) of 
course. But all the team acknowledge us always, and 
we think we help give them an edge at home.” 

Amongst the opposition, Gerry says his personal 
favourites include Damian Mori from Adelaide City, 
Sean Douglas from Carlton, Paul Trimboli from South 
Melbourne and Frank Farina. 

“Frank's not playing now, so | don't know 
what we'll do with him when Marconi come over 
but the two times he was here with Brisbane 
we'd give him a hard time, but he'd always give 
us a wave, and you could see he just loved it. | 
think, for players like him who have played at 
high levels overseas, it’s just like being back 
there. If you're a player, part of the game is for 
the opposing teams fans to shout out at you!” 

Like Tana and Afkos, Gerry, David and Jason 
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along with their fellow Shedders hope that Perth 
Glory gets their own ground. 

“Perth Oval is a very nice ground, but we're 
outgrowing it all the time,” David says. 

“We started off averaging 11,000; then 
14,000; now | think we're sitting on about 
16,000. If we keep as competitive as we are at 
the moment, that support is not going to drop 
off.” 

The Western Australian Government is 
tumoured to be considering a block adjacent to 
the Perth Entertainment Centre, in downtown 
Perth, as a site for a new outdoor stadium 
because of its central location, public transport 
hub, and their desire to ensure the centre of the 
city remains vibrant and a focus for the 
community as Perth expands. 

Gerry, David and Jason approve and say that 
they've all written to WA Sports Minister, 
Norman Moore, urging the Government to make 
a decision soon. 

“We're just ordinary folk. But we vote. And so 
does everyone else in The Shed and who 
attends the Glory games,” said Gerry. 

“We've even worked out which pubs we 
could go to before the game.” 

The favourite so far is the Moon and 
‘Sixpence in Murray Street. 

But the dream of a new Perth Glory Stadium 


is a few years off yet, and meanwhile The Shed 
concentrates on more immediate issues of concern, 
“Another issue we're really cut up about is the 


being circulated at recent home matches calling on 
Channel 7 to improve their coverage of the Ericsson 
Cup competition. 


coverage of the national league by Channel 7. It's While concerned with such issues, and his beloved 
great to get our game on to commercial television, but Bristol Rovers, Gerry says that the highlight of his 
only if they're going to do it justice,” said Jason. fortnight is the Glory home game. 

“Twenty minutes on Sunday morning isn't justice.” “| wouldn't miss one for all the tea in China.” 

Tana and Alkos obviously agree, with a petition 
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Roberta Baggio after his goal against Real in the Champs Cup 


Olympiakos’ Predgrag Djordjevic in the Champs league against 
Porto's Zohovic, Greek page starts on 22. 


Michze# Ball of Everton scores from the penalty spot against 
Ruud Gullit's Newcastle United. UK pages start on 28. 


Alex Alves of Palmeiras jumps above 
Marcos Paulo of Cruzeiro ina 
Brazilian league game. 


Parma celebrates in the UEFA Cup. italy is on page 24. 


AFRICAN UPDATE 


SEC Abidjan played a gritty defensive game in the 
INE half to force a 0-0 draw against Dynamos 
of Zimbabwe in the first leg of the African Champions’ 
Cup final on Saturday, 

The Ivory Coast side, who are now favourites to win 
the cup on the return leg in Abidjan on December 13, 
started the match on the offensive, opening the home 
team’s defense with clinical passes. 

‘The Ivorians could easily have taken a two-goal lead 
in the first 20 minutes when goalkeeper Ernest 


Chirambadare fumbled two crosses and his Dynamos 
teammates labored to clear the ball. 

The Zimbabweans, who have who have surprised 
even their most optimistic fans by reaching the final for 
the first time, came back at the Ivorians in the second 
half, but failed to break the well organized defence, 
K izer Chiefs won South Africa's League Cup on 

tuday, beating league champions Mamelodi 
Sundowns 2-1 on penalties after a 2-2 draw in the final 
at Soccer City in Johannesburg, 

Chiefs led from the first minute when Thabo Mooki 
took advantage of a defensive slip to score after 50 
seconds, 

Sundowns equalised through Joel Masilela 15 

~ minutes from time and then took the lead in extra time 
when substitute Alex Bapela scored from close rane. 

Chiefs brought it back to 2-2 seven minutes from end 
through Siyabonga Nomvethe to force the penalty 
shootout. 

Nine penalties were missed in the shootout which 
eventually ended when Pollen Ndlanya converted the 
12th kick to give Chiefs a 2-1 triumph. 

It was the second successive year Chiefs had won the 
cup on a penalty shootout out against Sundowns, 


resident Nelson Mandela lobbied the head of world 

Soccer on behalf of South Africa's bid to become the 
venue for the 2006 World Cup. 

Hours later, FIFA President Blatter — a longtime 
supporter of an African World Cup — gave one of his 
strongest endorsements yet for the continent, 

"Lam fighting for the World Cup of 2006 to come to 
Africa,” Blatter told reporters. FIFA "has the 
responsibility of giving [it] to an African country," he 
said. 

Blatter came to South Africa to receive the country's 
highest award to a foreigner, the Order of Good Hope, 
ona visit originally scheduled six weeks ago but 
delayed because Mandela was ill. 

During the ceremony at Mandela's residence here, 
the South African president extolled his nation’s cause. 

"L told him, °T will support the best African bid’ — 
and he understood what I meant,” Blatter said. 

Morocco, Egypt and Nigeria are also considering 
proposals, but South Africa is considered the favorite 
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‘on the continent, 

Other front-runners are Germany and England, and a 
bid may come from Brazil. Countries mus declare their 
intention to bid at the end of this year. July 31 is the 
deadline for the presentation of bid documents, and the 
FIFA board will make its decision in March 2000. 

Issa Hayatou, president of the Confederation of 
African Football, said at the same news conference that 
he would ensure the African countries unite behind a 
single candidate, - 

Blatter said an African bid must live up to FIFA’s 
Standards. They include proper stadium security and 


comfort; solid training facilities and team 


accommodations; a good transportation and hospital 
system; and strong support by the government and 
population. 


razilian World Cup-winning coach Carlos Alberto 
Parreira said he would decide by this week whether 
to accept an offer to coach South Africa. 

"I'm going home to think about it," he told Reuters 
on his departure from Johannesburg after a five-day 
visit to the country, 

"I might consider some role in developing the team 
with a view to the World Cup in 2006." 

Parreira initially denied being offered the position 
when he first arrived in South Africa, saying he was on 
a visit to "build up soccer ties," 

Parreira, who led Brazil to the World Cup in 1994, 
had been hotly pursued by South Africa, which has 
been without a coach since the World Cup finals in 
France. Parreira was also a candidate for the United 
States national team job, which went to former D.C, 
United coach Bruce Arena. 

"I like the raw talent I saw and I was surprised by the 
standard of the facilities. There is tremendous 
potential," he said after a final meeting with South 
African Football Association officials at the 
Johannesburg airport on Thursday. 

South African officials have spoken to several other 
coaches but delayed a decision until after Parreira's 
visit. 

The contract of coach Philippe Troussier ended after 
South Africa was knocked out of the World Cup. 
Troussier now coaches Japan. - 
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KASHIMA CLINCH 
J-LEAGUE TITLE 


razilian Bismarck Barreto Faria scored one goal 

and set up another before being sent off as Kashima 
Anilers beat Jubilo Iwata 2-1 at home Saturday to clinch 
the J-League championship. 

Kashima, the 1996 champions who won the first leg 
of the playoff 2-1 in Tokyo a week ago, opened the 
Scoring in the 40th minute when defender Yutaka Akita 
headed home a free kick from Bismarck. 

The 29-year-old Brazilian midfielder then blasted a 
straight free kick into the net two minutes later. 

Bismarck was sent off in the second half, but 
Kashima held on despite a late goal from defending 
champions Iwata in the 85th minute through midfielder 
Toshiya Fujita. 

Tt was the last J-League match for Dunga, who 
guided Brazil through two World Cup finals as captain 
including a record fourth World Cup win in the United 
States in 1994. 

"It feels sad to bow out in defeat,” said the 
‘combative 35-year-old midfielder, who joined Iwata in 
1995. 

He was replaced in the 78th minute because of a pain 
in his right leg, "I could not kick strong enough and my 
movement was limited," Dunga said. 

Dunga said he would take a “little rest" before 
deciding his next move. 

He was reported to be pondering offers from clubs 
Such as Italian Serie-A team Sampdoria, Paris Saint 
Germain of France, Barcelona of Spain and Sao Paulo 
of Brazil. 

Iwata officials said Dunga had decided to quit Japan 
after negotiations on renewing his contract with Iwata 
‘went nowhere. His annual salary was estimated at 165 
million yen (1.4 million dollars). 

The championship was fought between the winners 
of the two half-year series, 

Kashima won the second stage, or the second half of 
the season, and Iwata the first half. The two clubs also 
battled for the title last year. 


K& Fahd of Saudi Arabia has given more than 2.5 
illion dollars to the United Arab Football 
Federation (UAFA), the official Saudi news agency 
SPA reported. 

he donation was announced at a press conference in 
this Red Sea port by the king's eldest son, Prince Faisal, 
who heads the federation. 

UAFA organizes the Arab Nations' Cup as well as the 
Arab club championships and Cup Winners’ Cup. 

A total of 12 countries took part in the last Arab 
Nations' Cup in Qatar in September. 

Iraq has been excluded since its 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

King Fahd recently gave a similar donation to the 
‘Arab Olympic Committee, 


outh Korea plans to finish 10 new stadiums for the 

2002 World Cup finals by the end of 2001, Culture 
and Tourism Minister Shin Nak-Kyun said. 

"Stadiums in seven cities, including Seoul, are 
already under construction," she told the national 
assembly while giving details of preparations for the 
2002 finals, which are being jointly hosted with Japan, 

Work on an arena in Chonju will start in January and 
in Cheju Island in February, she said. 

Park Seh-Jik, head of the preparation committee for 
the World Cup, told the assembly a FIFA delegation 
expressed satisfaction with the ongoing preparatory 


work when they visited here early this month. 

But Park said the completion of the stadiums must be 
Wrapped up by September 2001 to ensure the event is a 
‘success. 


luropean coaches are howling about losing new 

Asian imports at the height of the season to the 
Asian Games, China has recalled players from England 
and France. Iran demanded the release of German-based 
World Cup players. 

After a row with the Asian Football Confederation 
over eligibility, South Korea and Japan are also using 
World Cup players on their young teams. 

Soccer, the most watched event, starts Sunday, ahead 
of the formal Dec. 6 opening of the Games, 

China, which lost the 1994 Asian Games final 4-2 to 
Uzbekistan, has caused most consternation in Europe, 
Coach Bobby Houghton has brought back former 
national skipper Fan Zhiyi and Sun Jibai from English 
first division side Crystal Palace and Li Jinyu from 
Naney in France. 

Palace manager Terry Venables has led complaints 
about losing "key" members of his squad to a 
tournament he has barely heard of, 

Venables claimed no mention was made of the Asian 
Games when Fan and Sun joined the London club this 
year, Houghton insists Palace were repeatedly told of 
the event. 

China, which starts in a group with Lebanon and 
Cambodia, also wanted striker Yang Chen at Eintracht 
Frankfurt in Germany, 

It took an appeal from China's former German 
national coach Klaus Schlappner for Yang to be left to 
establish himself at Frankfurt. "Yang is a great player 
but he risks losing his place if China insist on taking 
him," Schlappner warned the Chinese Football 
Association. 

Tran had no mercy for the Bundesliga however, 
calling up former Asian player of the year Ali Daei from 
Bayern Munich and Karim Bagheri from Cologne 
among the 20 players. 

Head coach Mansour Pourheidari has taken the squad 
to Dubai before its first match against Kazakhstan on 
Dec. 1. "Our target has to be gold,” he insisted. 

Fellow France '98 representatives Japan and South 
Korea are also determined to make an impact on the 
Games soccer, though both are officially taking 
Olympic sides. 

South Korea's team features five World Cup players 
including striker Yoo Sang-Chul and playmaker Yoon 
Jong-Hwan. 

Coach Huh Jung-Moo said he was counting on Yoo 
to galvanize the team, which is in a group with Vietnam 
and Turkmenistan. "Many players do not have enough 
experience, But we can win the gold if they show 
fighting spirit.” 

Japan warmed up this week with a 1-0 win over 
Argentina's under-21 side, thanks to a brilliant lobbed 
goal from Yokohama Marinos midfielder Shunsuke 
Nakamura, 

Japan's French coach Philippe Troussier said: "It's 
great to beat a world-class team like Argentina, We 
showed lots of heart.” 

First-round matches will be played in seven 
provinces around the country, while all second round 
games will be played in Bangkok. 'The two top teams 
from each second round group go forward to the 
knockout quarter-finals, 
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CROATIA ZAGREB'S 


roatia Zagreb came to the Amsterdam 

‘Arena with little realistic hope of 
beating the home team, Ajax. They were | 
held to a nil-all draw by Ajax in Zagreb 
and had recently lost their unbeaten run in 
their domestic league. 

They left the Arena with the three 
points and a renewed ambition for a quar- 
ter final place in the Champions League. 

Their 1-0 win gives them seven points 
in Group A, equal with Ajax but three 
points behind group leaders, Olympiakos | 
of Greece, whom they meet at home in 
the last game. 

Croatia's coach, Velimir Zajec, had 
four of his best players unavailable as a 
result of injuries, suspensions and tran: 
fers. Team captain, Robert Prosinecki was 
a casualty of a long term injury while 
whiz kid, Mihael Mikic, who has been in 
prolific goal scoring form, was also 
absent because of injury. 

Bosnia’s Edin Mujein, the team’s top goal scorer in the 
domestic competition was suspended for the game while Mark 
Viduka’s impending transfer to Celtic prevented him from mak- 
ing his appearance. 

‘On the other hand, Ajax had a similar number of players 
unavailable but they did have the de Boer brothers in top form 
after their contractual problems earlier in the season. 

Most of the credit for Croatia’s victory goes to two twenty 
year olds - Igor Biscan and second half substitute and goal scor- 
er, Josip Simic, 

Biscan’s performance for the national Under 21 team in the 
European championship qualifications had received rave reviews 
but they didn’t impress Croatia’s recently sacked coach, Zlatko 
Kranjear, 

Biscan spent all his time on the bench under Kranjcar but as 
soon as Zajec took over he promoted both Biscan and Mikic to 
the starting line up, 

While Mikic has been grabbing the headlines, Biscan has been 
impressing in an unfamiliar position in midfield. Although 
Biscan is normally a central defender he has been a revelation in 
his new role. 

Simic, the younger brother of defender Dario, has received 
limited opportunities. Viduka and international, Silvio Maric 
were the first choice strikers and now with the emergence of the 
younger Mikic and the purchase of Ardian Kozniku, Simic, 
along with another youngster, Tomislav Sokota, has had to bide 
his time for a first team spot. 

Biscan continued his brilliant form against Ajax and was 
deservedly man of the match. He showed great skill as well as 
possessing a lot of pace and was unlucky not to have has name 
on the goal sheet. 

The two youngsters combine to give Croatia the 1-0 victory. 
Biscan’s run from midfield eventually forced van der Saar, the 
‘Ajax goal keeper to clear the ball. The clearance went straight to 


FRUITFUL DUTCH TRIP 
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Croatia Zagreb's Maric against Mensah [al 
of Ajax in the Champions League. | 

| 
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Simic who brilliantly beat van der Saar, who wasn't able to 
retreat with enough haste and could only watch as the ball as it | 
flew over his head and just under the post into an empty net. ! 

Ajax dominated possession in the game but the visitors 
defended intelligently and the home team had few scoring oppor- 
tunities. 

Biscan was prominent as early as the second minute as he 
made a good run from midfield but it didn’t eventuate to any- 
thing as Maric took the ball but was in an offside position. 

‘The weight of possession was heavily in favour of Ajax but 
their most common attacking weapon was long range shots. 
‘These were either well of the mark or-Croatia’s goal keeper, 
Drazen Ladic handled them effectively. 

In the 9th minute Wamberto had a golden opportunity when 
left in front of goal but his shot sailed over the bar. Ten minutes 
later Ronald de Boer was handed a chance but on this occasion 
Ladic was equal to the task. 

Ladic, who has been known to be inconsistent and hasn't been 
in top form of late, was one of the stars of this game. He per- 
formed to the standards that he set himself in the World Cup of 
France 98, Indeed, his form was such that he looked as if there 
‘was no way that Ajax was going to get anything past him on this 
day. 
In the 15th minute Biscan came to the fore again with a run 
down the right wing from where he crossed to Maric. The striker 
attempted to chip the ball over his opponent and as he did so, it 
appeared that the defender handled the ball but the referee did 
not see it that way and waived play on. 

In the 35th minute de Boer had the crowd on their feet when 
his free kick seemed headed for the back of the net but, much to 
the relief of Croatia it hit the side netting. 

In the last minute of the half Witschge had another opportuni- 
ty but, again, Ladic was in the right spot to cut out the danger. 

At the start of the second half Portuguese international Dani 
broke free to come face to face with Ladic and with a delicate 
chip looked as if he was about to open the scoring. On this occa- 
sion sweeper Goran Juric came to the rescue of Croatia as chased 
Dani with a goal line clearance, 

In the 53rd minute Zajec made what tured out to be the piv- 
otal move of the game when he brought on the younger Simic to 
support the lone striker, Maric, 

Simic posed a danger to Ajax in his first attacking foray when 
he raced past Danny Blind and found himself clear with only van 
er Saar in front of him. With a powerful strike Simic looked as 
ihe would open the scoring but the goal keeper was equal to the 
task with a diving save. 

In the 68th minute from van der Sadr’s attempted clearance 
Simic was given the ball about twenty five metres from the goal 
with the ‘keeper of his line. His superb shot was placed perfectly 
and hit the back of the net to produce the ultimate scoreline. 

‘Ajax applied the pressure to the visitors as they mounted wave 
after wave of attacks, As they pushed forward in numbers Ajax 
eft themselves exposed at the back as Croatia counter attacked. 

In the 78th minute Maric received the ball just inside Ajax’s 
penalty box and attempted to shoot past yan der Saar from an 
acute angle - the goal keeper was placed well and handled the 
‘well struck shot with ease on the near post. 

‘Two minutes late Simic received the ball on the left after Ajax 
lost the ball. Blind found himself in a three on one situation with 
Biscan and Maric joining the attack. 

Simic played the situation to perfection as he took the ball to 
the penalty box drew Blind towards him and squared the ball 
towards his two team-mates. The ball reached Biscan who found 
himself with a clear shot but he completely mistimed and it flew 
high and wide past the goal. 


TRANSFER NEWS 


eltic's on-off signing of Mark Viduka is 
being held up yet again, this time by the 
Department of Employment. t 
The highly-rated Australian striker was 
finally believed to be on his way to Parkhead, 
but now it appears a work permit,which it was 
assumed would be granted without any prob- 
Jem, may not be so readily forthcoming, 
Viduka has not played in 75% of his coun- 
try's recent internationals, as stipulated by the 
DoE. Celtic argue this is because of injuries. 


Ge Houllier has made a £3.Smillion bid 
for intemational centre-back Dario Simic. 

The Liverpool boss made his move after his 
side's abject surrender in Europe on Tuesday 
when Celta Vigo almost certainly ended their 
UEFA Cup hopes with three second-half goals. 

Simic, 23, was a member of Croatia's Euro 
96 squad and has been an ever — present in the 
national side since, 

On Wednesday he excelled in Croatia 
Zagreb's Champions League win over Ajax in 
Amsterdam, where he was watched again by 
Liverpool and also by representatives from 
Arsenal. 


ADVERTISE WITH US AND 
THE WORLD SEES YOU! 


Aware of the Londoners’ interest and that of 
both Milan clubs in Italy, Houllier was first in 
with an offer. 

“T'm flattered that a club of Liverpool's 
stature want me," said Simic, 

"English football is held in high regard in 
Croatia, especially after Euro 96, 

Like lots of other kids in Zagreb 1 grew up 
with the FA Cup Final the highlight of the sea- 
son. I was impressed by the stadia when I came 
to England two years ago. They are proper 
footballing grounds. 

"Obviously my future is in the hands of 
Croatia Zagreb. If they agree terms with 
Liverpool it would be a dream move for me." 

Simic's contract with Zagreb allows him to 
leave after the league stage of the Champions 
Cup, should an offer be acceptable to the club. 

However, Wednesday's win could compli- 
cate matters for Houllier. If Zagreb beat 
Olympiakos of Greece by three goals or more 
in their final Champions League fixture in 10 
days, the club may not be so keen to do busi- 
ness, 
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Greek Division A 


MALADENIS, KOSTENOGLOU LIFT AEK 
OVER IONIKOS 


each scored first-half goals as AEK downed 
league rival Ionikos last Sunday at the Nikos 
Goumas Stadium, 

Maladenis scored n the 15th minute when Toni 
Savevski lofted a free kick into the area from the left 
side and Yiannis Kalitzakis was able to head the ball 
down in front of the net to captain Demis Nikolaidis 
whose cannonball header ricoched off the crossbar. The 
ball favoured ABK when it bounced once and found 
Maladenis alone and unmarked who took his time in 
heading the ball into the back of the net, 

Kostenoglou added the game-winner seven minutes 
later when Maladenis ran in towards the goalie with 
Marlin Rodriguez chasing. Pourliotopoulos, the fonikos 
keeper came running out to cut off the angle and slid 
into Maladenis before he get a shot off. The ball, howev- 
er, ran free and slid past Pourliotopoulos. Kostenoglou, 
who made a late run down the left side, was left all alone 
to tap the ball into the empty net. 

faladenis turned villan when he handed fonikos a 
life-line in the 33rd minute. lonikos’ Paolo Andrioli 
blasted the ball straight from a free kick and AEK goal- 
keeper Elias Atmatsidis made a diving save, pushing the 
ball up and over the net, giving lonikos a corner, 

The corner came swerving in moments later and 
Maladenis jumped for the ball but it touched his hand, 
forcing referee Manolis Yiannadakis to book Maladenis 
and give lonikos a penalty kick. Andrioli stepped up to 
the spot and calmly blasted the ball to the left side. 
Atmatsidis guessed correctly but the ball had too much 
power and spin to be stopped. 

fonikos had the its best chance to salvage a point in 
the 67th minute when Atmatsidis was attempting to 
lear the ball but kicked weakly as Mougsotringo was 
pressuring him, Froussos, the lonikos captain, intercept- 
ed the Jame pass and drove in as Atmalsidis came out. 
Froussos panicked and kicked the ball high and out for a 
goal kick. 

Nikolaidis had several more great chances, but strong 
goaltending quelled AEK’s top scoring threat. 
Poutliotopoulos had his shining moment in the 90th minute 
when he saved a Nikolaidis penalty kick but there was no 
one there for the rebound. The penalty came as a result of 
Rodriguez's second yellow card, when he was booked for 
hafidling the ball. lonikos had six yellows in the game 
(including the one red) while ABK had three, 

AEK, now in second place with 23 points (7-2-1), 
hosts Aris next weekend while lonikos, in ninth place 
with 13 points (4-1-5), hosts Apollonas. 

AEK: Atmatsidis (gk); Kassapis; Kopitsis (Lakis, 
80); Kalitzakis; Kostenoglou; Markos; Gretarsson; 
Savevski (Katsavos, 88); Maladenis (Kefalos, 78); 
Donis; Nikolaidis (¢). 

Ionikos: Pourliotopoulos (gk); Afash; Pahatouridis; 
Konstandinou (Brewster, 76); Filis (Mougsotringo, 63); 
Vavilis; Daraklitsas; Ksanthopoulos; Froussas (c); 
Andrioli; Rodriguez. 


C=" Maladenis and Nikos Kostenoglou 


LIOLIDIS PUSHES ARIS PAST OLYMPIAKOS 


Ae Liolidis took a perfect pass from Carlos 
Flores and responded by scoring the only goal of 
the match as Aris toppled leaders Olympiakos, 1-0, last 
Saturday at Harilaou Stadium. 

Liolidis ran in on the right side and softly slipped the 
ball past the outstretched hands of dispairing keeper 
Dimitris Eleftheropoulos in the 59th minute, 

Olympiakos attacked mercilessly for the rest of the 
game, but Aris relied on a dogged defense, clogging the 
aréa, and stopping everything Olympiakos had to throw 
at them, including the kitchen sink. 

Olympiakos had a golden opportunity early in the 
second half when Vassilis Karapialis ran in on the Aris 
keeper, Kateryiannakis, but hit the ball wide. 
Kateryiannakis ran off his line and dove at Karapialis, 
never touching the ball but knocking down the 
Olympiakos midfielder. 

Karapialis and his teammates then cried for a penalty 
Kick, but referee Giorgos Fasolis would fiave none of it 
despite handing out 11 yellow cards in a physical match, 
including two to Aris defender Predrag Erak, who was 
nafbed with his second bookable offence in the 6th 
minute of extra time. 


‘The best chance for a draw came in the 83rd minute 
when substitute Grigoris Georgatos blasted a free kick 
from directly in front of the nets but which was deflect- 
ed by Aris’ Theodoros Dalkidis and bounced off the 
cross bar. ‘ 

The defending league champions continued to exert 
pressure all the way through the (ridiculously long) six 
minutes and 34 seconds of extra time but to no avail. 

Olympiakos has now gone 11 years without a win at 
the Harilaou Stadium and remains on 19 points after 
nine games. 

‘Aris: Kateryiannakis (gk); Erak; Katsaros; Mantzios; 
Mitsopoulos (c); Loumboutis; Dalkidis (Bakoyiannis, 
74); Panopoulos; Flores (Theothoridis, 84); Nagoli; 
Liolidis, 

Olympiakos: Eleftheropoulos (gk); Mavrogenidis; 
Karalaidis (c); Anatolakis; Ivic; Poursanidis; Djordjevic; 
Karapialis; Giannakopoulos (Georgatos, 53); Passalis 
(Gogie, 81); Ofori-Quaye (Alexandris, 64). 


PAO SQUEAKS PAST IRAKLIS 


isa Asanovie scored one goal and set up another 
as league leader Panathinaikos was fortunate to take 
maximum points from Iraklis with a 3-2 victory last 
Saturday at the Olympic Stadium. 

‘Asanovic scored the first goal of the match in just the 
third minute courtesy of a direct free kick. Panathinaikos 
won the foul just outside the area and directly in front of 
the goal, Both Asanovic and Nikos Lyberopoulos lined 
up to take the kick and, after a decoy run from 
Lyberopoulos, Asanovic blasted the ball int the top left 
comer of the net. 

Panathinaikos owned the first 20 minutes of the game 
as chance after chance pelted Iraklis goaltender 
Stoyiannis, o 

And it was in the 15th minute that Panathinaikos went 
up 2-0, and Stoyiannis could do nothing but watch. 
‘Asanovic crossed in a fine corner kick from the right 
and his big, swerving kick came flying into the goalie’s 
box. Iraklis’ Konstandinou tried to send the ball out for 
‘acorner with a header but proceeded to put the ball deep 
into his own goal. 

Konstandinow almost redeemed himself nine minutes 
Jater when Lyberopoulos made a bad pass back to a defend- 
er which Konstandinou easily picked up and ran in on PAO 
keeper Josef Wandzik. 

Konstandinou was able to slip the ball pass Wandzik, but 
he didn’t get enough on the ball to stop defender Toannis 
Goumas from clearing the ball off the line. Iraklis however, 
‘was able to answer back in the 36th minute when Janovic 
‘one-touched a beautiful ball from Hagan just outside the 
area and beat Wandzik as Goumas, Kostas Kiassos and 
Viadan Milojevic converged on him. 

Igor Sipniewski put Panathinaikos back up by two 
goals in the 39th minute as he made a run down the left 
side and sent a solid give-and-go pass to Lyberopoulos 
who touched the ball just once and sent Sipniewski run- 
ring in alone on the keeper who beat Stoyiannis for the 
3-1 lead. 

Iraklis scored its final goal in the 53rd minute as 
Konstanidou was finally able to repay his teammates for 
his earlier mistake by easing the ball past Wandzik from 
a Lefteris Velentzas pass. 

‘The last chance Iraklis had to get a draw came in the 
79th minute when Akis Stoltidis headed a free kick just 
over the cross bar and the game finished 3-2 with a win 
for the high-flying Greens, if only just. 

Panathinaikos: Wandzik (gk); Basinas; Kiassos; 
Milojevic; Goumas (Vokolos, 53); Apostolaki 
‘Asanovic (Karagounis, 69); Konstantinidis; 
Lyberopoulos; Sipniewski (Kola, 60); Warzycha (c). 

Iraklis: Stoyiannis (gk); Kofidis (c); Ksenidis; 
Kidoda; Berneanou; Stoltidis; Kupiazis; Belentzas 
(Kashiba, 89); Hagan; Janovic; Konstandinou 
(Konstantinidis, 62). 


STANDINGS 

PWL ODF A Pts 
Panathinaikos LOSKe MDH 11S: 
AEK Athens 107 2.1.19 8 23 
Xanthi 106 22 13 8 2 
Olympiakos ea ine ie ass 
Aris 105 23 4 N17 
PAOK Deeside unia elds a7 
Paniliakos 105 1 4 14 13 16 
Tonikos 10 4 1.5 18 15 13 
Ethnikos Asteras 10 4 1.5 15 18 13 
OF! 941428 1B 
Panionios 9.4 1 4 22 14 13 
Iraklis 103.3 4 15 13.12 
Kavala 10 3.3.4 19 24 12 
Panelefsiniakos 0244 7 12 10 
Veria 101 454 13-7 
Apollon 101 3 6 13 8B 6 
Proodeftiki 10136 10 19 6 
Ethnikos 00372 2 3 

Towards Euro 2000 
Group 2 


GREECE FIRES BLANKS AGAINST 
MINNOWS ALBANIA 


reat chances couldn't beat solid defence or quality 

goalkeeping as Greece's firepower up front wasn't 
enough to get even one goal as Greece was held toa 0-0 
draw with Albania on Wednesday afternoon in a 
European 2000 qualifier at Qemal Stafa Stadium. 

Grigoris Georgatos had the best chance to send 
Greece into first place in Group 2 in the 86th minute 
when Theodoros Zagorakis fed him near the right cor- 
ner. 

Georgatos then used deft footwork to split two 
Albanian defenders and make his way into the-area, 
Georgatos then bypassed a third defender and let loose 
with a shot to the near side as yet another defender was 
fast approaching but the shot painfully hit the left post. 

Earlier in the second half Greece had three golden 
chances to get on the scoreboard. In the 63rd minute, 
Georgatos sent a corner kick curling in front of the net 
where Nikos Machlas was unable to connect with a big, 
swinging right leg, but captain Demis Nikolaidis was 
able to make contact.and sent the ball bouncing off the 
cross bar. 

In the 28th and 29th minutes Greece had two excel- 
lent chances, but Machlas’ cross was too far ahead of a 
sliding Zagorakis and a minute later Albanian keeper 
Foto Strakosia, who plays in Greece for Panionios, made 
a great body save after Nikos Lyberopoulos blasted in 
from close range after being set up by Zagorakis. 

‘Albania had most of its chances in a very physical 
first half, but nearly snatched victory in the waning sec 
onds of the game when Alban Bousi sent a low cross in 
front of the net that Ili Tare nearly finished off. 


Bousi almost scored himself in the first half when a 
communication problem had Greek keeper Elias 
Atmatsidis come out of his net as Bousi and Dabizas 
were running in, 

The ball bounced near the edge of the area and both 
Greek players were guilty of ball watching as Bousi 
popped up a shot with his back to the goal that just bare- 
ly missed the open net. 

Greece’s lacklustre play may be attributed to the pub- 
licized problems the players are having with their 
Romanian coach, Angel lordanescu, 

‘The Greek papers are reporting that Iordanescu is 
looking to step down as National Team coach and take 
over the job at AEK Athens. Albania, on the other hand, 
may have been playing a bit tougher than usual for two 
reasons; this is the first international game played in 
‘Albania in over two years (the last was against Latvia in 
march of 1996), and because it is said the Albanian 
Soccer Federation and the government would pay each 
player a $4,000 bonus if they won, 

‘The draw means Greece is in second place with five 
points while Albania remains in last (sixth) place in the 
group with two points. Latvia is in first place with six 
points. 

Greece: Elias Atmatsidis (gk), Nikos Dabizas 
(Leonias Vokolos, 90); Dimitris Markos; Marinos 
Ouzounidis; Yiannis Kalitzakis; Elias Poursanidis; 
Theodoros Zagorakis; Kostas Frantzeskos (Nikos 
Limberopoulos, 45); Nikos Machlas; Grigoris 
Gerogatos; Demis Nikolaidis (c) (Kostas 
Konstandinidis, 68). 

Albania: Foto Strakosia (gk); Ilir Soulkou; Arian 
Tsoumba; Rudy Vata (c); Ervin Fakaz (Machir Chalili, 
52); Aldin Hagi; Alban Bousi; Beldar Kola; Aldin Rakli, 
Tl Tare. 


European Champions League 


PAINTING THE TOWN RED! 


Ovmecs staked a serious claim for a quarter-final 
place in the Champions’ League for the first time in 
their history after beating Porto 2-1 in their group A 
match on Wednesday. 

Goalkeeper Dimitris Eleftheropoulos saved a penalty 
and pulled off a series of other fine stops to earn the 
hosts the victory. They now lead the group with 10 
points and need only one point from their last match, 
away to Croatia Zagreb, to book their ticket to the last 
eight. 

Eleftheropoulos twice denied Porto’s Ljubinko 
Drulovic, first saving his penalty in the 47th minute and 
then blocking a 15-metre volley in the 69th, 

In injury time, the young goalkeeper saved his side 
again, keeping out Porto’s Brazilian striker Mario Jardel 
in a one-on-one situation, 

The Greeks, backed by 70,000 fervent fans, dominat- 
ed the first half with Serb striker Sinica Gogic opening 
the score in the 17th minute with a left-foot shot from 
inside the box. 

Porto, who cannot qualify, went 2-0 down in the 54th 
minute when Olympiakos midfielder Predrag Djordjevic 
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AEK LOOK TO NEW SAVIOUR 


caught goalkeeper Rui Correia off guard with a free kick 
from 13 metres, 

The Greeks weathered an all-out attack by Porto in 
the final stages after midfielder Zlatko Zahovic made it 
2-1 in the 76th minute with a brilliant free kick from out- 
side the box. 

They were left with 10 men in the 84th when substi- 
tute defender Paraskevas Antzas was sent off for pulling 
Jardel’s shirt, 

“We are all ready to cry,” said Porto’s coach 
Fernando Santos. “We are very disappointed because we 
missed a penalty and then a number of chances towards 
the end. The ball simply didn't want to go in,” 

Olympiakos coach Dusan Bayevic said: “It was a dif- 
ficult match where Eleftheropoulos was without doubt 
the hero.” 


Scorers; 

@lympiakos; Sinica Gogic 17, Predrag Djordjevic 55 
Porto: Zlatko Zahovic 76 

\5-Paraskevas Antzas (Olympiakos) 84 

0 

Attendance: 70,000 

Olympiakos: 31-Dimitris Eleftheropoulos, 3- 
Kyriakos Karataidis, 6-Ilias Poursanidis, 7-Stelios 
Yannakopoulos (15-Petros Passalis 53), 9-Sinica Gogic, 
11-Predrag Djordjevic, 14-Dimitris Mavrogenidis, |8- 
Vassilis Karapialis (25-Paraskevas Antzas 74), 21- 
Grigoris Georgatos, 30-Alexis Alexandris, 32-George 
Anatolakis. 

Porto: !-Rui Correia; 7-Carlos Secretario, 4-Aloisio 
Alves, 5-Fernando Mendes, 2-Jorge Costa, 17-Doriva 
Junior, 18-Carlos Chainho (8-Rui Barros 52), 25-Zlatko 
Zahovic, 21-Nuno Capucho, 11-Ljubinko Drulovic, 16- 
Mario Jardel, 


GREEK TRAGEDY AS OWN GOAL 
GIFTS KIEV VICTORY 


As of an own goal by Panathinaikos defender 
Angelos Basinas 1! minutes from time gave 
Dynamo Kiev a 2-1 home win in Champions’ League 
group E on Wednesday to put them within sight of a 
quagter-final berth. 

“Justa tragedy,” mourned the Greeks’ coach Vassilis 
Daniel, whose side had led the tight group rankings by a 
point from Arsenal, Dynamo and RC Lens before the 
game. 

Kostas Kiassos's clearance from a corner struck his 
team mate full on the back and ricocheted into Josef 
Wandzik’s net to the amazement of the Greeks and the 
delight of Dynamo, for whom Serhiy Rebroy had 
equalised only seven minutes earlier. 

“Tt was a very tough win for us,"’ said assistant 
Dynamo coach Alexei Mikhailichenko. “On a difficult 
pitch our lads showed character, will to win and great 
effi.” 

The victory, which put Dynamo on top at least until 
RC Lens played Arsenal later, was especially sweet for 
the Ukrainians, whose misplaced gift-giving ideas before 
an earlier encounter with Panathinaikos in Kiev in 1995 
earned them/a one-year UEFA ban for trying to bribe the 
Spanish referee with a fur coat. 

Leading the tight group rankings by just a point from 
the three other clubs when the game began, 
Panathinaikos withstood the early pressure and looked 
set for a big stride toward the quarter-finals when the 
unmarked Andreas Lagonikakis beat Olexander 
Showkovsky from 12 metres in the 35th minute. 

The Greeks continued to look the livelier side despite 
the sub-zero temperatures although striker Andriy 
Shevchenko, the youngster who looks bound for Italy 
this winter, was inches away from turning a Yuri 
Dmytrulin pass into the net on the stroke of halftime, 

Second-half substitute Valentin Belkevich put the 
home side back in it when he found Rebroy in the box 
witha long centre from the left in the 72nd minute. 

‘The Ukrainian international controlled it well before 
blasting the ball past Wandzik to equalise from close 
range. 

“We brought in Belkevich for Kosoysky, who didn’t 
pla well, and Valentin really improved our attack in the 
second half,” said Mikhailichenko, a former Rangers 
player. 

“The Greeks had difficulties in withstanding our 
attacks in the second half before finally giving in to our 
effort.” = 
Stunned by the own goal, the Greeks threw every- 
thing they had at the Kiev defence in the last 10 minutes. 


PAO's Wandzik saves from Kardash. 


They gave Shevchenko space to hit the post in the 85th 
minute but Polish striker Krzysztof Warzycha and strike 
partner Nikos Lyberopoulos both came close to an 
equaliser in the last few minutes. 

“Our two defensive mistakes in the second half cost 
us the win,” said Panathinaikos coach Daniel. 

“We made a defensive error to let in the first goal and 


the second was just a tragedy for us.’* 


Scorers: 53 

Dynamo Kiev: “Sethiy Rebrov 72, Angelos Basinas 
190g 

Panathinaikos: Andreas Lagonikakis 35, 

Attendance: 35,000 

Teams: 

Dynamo Kiey: 1-Olexander Shovkovsky; 2-Oleh 
Luzhny, 4-Olexander Golovko, 17-Sethiy Fyodorov, 6- 
Yuri Dmytrulin; 18-Vasily Kardash (19-Dmytro 
Mikhailenko 77), 14-Andriy Gusin, 15-Olexander 
Khatskevich, 9-Vitaly Kosovsky (24-Valentin Belkevich 
45); 10-Andriy Shevchenko, 11-Serhiy Rebrov. 

Panathinaikos: 1-Josef Wandzik; 11-Andreas 
Lagonikakis, 15-Angelos Basinas, 14-Leonidas Vokolos, 
4-Giorgios Alexopoulos, 23-Kostas Kiassos (24-Mauro 
Da Silya 83); 18-Kostas Konstantidis, 7-Aljosa 
Asanovic, 2-Stratos Apostolakis (19-Blendar Kola 77); 
9-Krzysztof Warzycha, 21-Nikos Lyberopoulos. 


National Team News 
IORDANESCU REMAINS AS NATIONAL COACH 


nghel lordanescu will remain as Greece's national 

coach until his contract expires in 2000, the Greek 
Soccer Federation (EPO) has announced. lordanescu 
never planned to break his contract with the national 
team and he will honour it, an EPO source revealed. The 
news ended 10 days of speculation during which 
Tordanescu was reported as moving to first division AEK 
Athens for almost double his $320,000 annual salary. 

EPO officials said lordanescu had proposed to coach 
both EK and the national team but this was forbidden in 
his contract. 

AEK had announced last Sunday they had made a 
gentleman's agreement to appoint lordanescu as 
Stepanovic's replacement and accused the EPO of wanti- 
ng to damage the club by finding ways to stop the move. 

Tordanescu, who led his home country Romania to the 
ast two World Cup finals, joined Greece in July. 

Sports under secretary Andreas Fouras warned 
fordanescu just prior to the latter's making his decision 
that he would revoke his work permit in Greece if he left 
the national squad for AEK. 

Under the circumstances and despite the ongoing 
clashes between the coach and EPO, lordanescu had lit- 
tle option but to honour his contract in its current form. 


1 HEARD IT ON THE GRAPEVINE 


Pees from the Greek National Team while in 
Albania were using their cellular phones in front of 
Anghel lordanescu whom explicitely told them that this 
is one of the things that they can do while he is the coach 
of the National team! 


mam Gretarson is thinking of asking for a transfer. 
in the January time frame. The reason is that while he 
has asked for an extension of his contract with more 
money he is not receiveing any response from AEK’s 
management 

* The management of Panathinaikos has hired several 
people to go out on Greek night clubs to see if they can 
find players that don’t follow the team’s rules. 

+ Panathinaikos is not reimbursing its players any- 
more for their personal expenses while the team plays 
away games in Europe. 

+ Thanasis Athanasoulis is getting ready to return to. 
the team of Panionios so he can take over the day-to-day 
operations of the team. 


‘he Greek FA (EPO) has hit PAOK with a massive 
penalty in relation to recent crowd violence at the 
club's home ground Toumba. 

‘The “Double Headed Eagles of the North” have been 
ordered to play 5 games behind closed doors and worse 
still the abandoned game against Olympiakos (due to 
crowd violence) has been awarded 2-0 to Olympiakos. In 


addition PAOK has had 3 points deducted causing them 
to drop to 7th in the league standings. 

The final chapter has been played out in the AEK — 
coach fiasco after Anghel lordanescn turned down (or 
rather was forced to turn down) the appointment as 
AEK’s coach. 

However President Mellisanidis has moved quickly to 
find a replacement and that is none other than highly 
respected Oleg Blochin, a past star with Russia, After a 
disastrous month AEK are out of the UEFA and Greek 
Cups and have no choice but to concentrate on the 
league where they currently lying third. 


EUROPEAN U21 CHAMPIONSHIP 
GROUP TWO 


Scorers: George Karagounis 19pen, Lambros Choutos 
24,55, 74, 83 

Red card: Artur Sina (Albania) 21 

Halftime: 0-2 


STANDINGS 
PWDLF A Pt 
Norway 33-0079 2 9 
Greece 32100 4 7 
Georgia nl) eine ethene) 
Albania Bele Opec Oh 3 
Latvia ere ee ebar Wee) 
Slovenia Rootes. co= 

NEXT MATCHES: 

March 26 


Greece v Norway 
Georgia v Slovenia 


For your information 
Cups by year 


* (1961/1962) The final between Panathinaikos and 
Olympiakos was abondoned at 0-0, The cup was not 
awarded. 

** (1963/1964) The semifinal between Panathinaikos 
and Olympiakos was abondoned at 1-1 in extra time and 
never finished. This left AEKas the only finalist and they 
were awarded the cup by the Greek Football 
Association. 


MOST CUPS : 


931 
1976/1977 
1975/1976. 
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falatasaray has received a fax from Juventus 

announcing the Italian club's plans to arriye 

in Turkey today for a rescheduled European 

Champions’ League match, Anatolian news 
agency said. 

There had been uncertainty over whether 
Juventus would go to Istanbul for the match 
which was postponed this week amid tension over 
the fate of Kurdish rebel leader Abdullah Ocalan, 

"The Italian team sent a fax to Galatasaray 
announcing that it would come," Anatolian 
reported, 

Italian sports minister Giovanna Melandri 
thanked her Turkish counterpart on Thursday for 
an invitation to the match but said her govern- 
ment would decide whether she should go. 

European soccer's governing body UEFA post- 
poned the group B clash by a week from 
Wednesday to Dec. 2, following widespread 
Turkish protests over Italy's failure to extradite 
Ocalan to Turkey, is 

UEFA vice-president Antonio Matarrese of 
Italy hinted the match could be postponed again if 
the political climate remains fraught, 

Turkey holds Ocalan responsible for thousands of 
deaths in 14-years of conflict between his Kurdistan 
Workers Party (PKK) and security forces, 


is giants Inter Milan insisted that star 
Brazilian striker Ronaldo was fine even though 
he would not start Sunday's Serie A clash with 
Salernitana, 

The 22-year-old, who has been struggling with 
a knee tendon injury, still needed more rest 
despite his superb performance against Real 
Madrid in Wednesday's 3-1 defeat of the reigning 
European Cup champions. 


THE BE 


"If he had not been knocked on the knee sever- 
al times during the match with Real Madrid he 
would certainly have played, but it is better that 
he stays on the sidelines and puts in more work 
on getting fit," club doctor Piero Volpi said. 

"However, there is nothing alarming or myste- 
rious about it. Ronaldo didn't train on Friday but 
he did a lot of work on Saturday,” Volpi added. 

Until Jast Wednesday's Champions League 
match Ronaldo hadn't played since being injured 
in the first-half of the derby with AC Milan on 
November 8. 

He has since been in the -hands of the Inter 
Milan training staff and his own personal physio- 
therapist, specially flown oyer from Brazil, to 
help him reach maximum possible fitness. 


helsea player-manager Gianluca Vialli said 

‘on Saturday he enjoyed coaching so much 
that he was happy to let others do most of the 
playing, 

Speaking on BBC's Grandstand television pro- 
gramme, the Italian said he thought he was proba- 
bly no longer good.enough to play at the top 
level. 

"I'm doing quite well as a player. Every time I 
play I'm fully fit, not tired and I always want to 
prove I'm still good enough," he said, 

"But as a 34-year-old I'm maybe not good 
enough anymore to compete with the strikers 
we've got.” 


truggling Serie A club Empoli was docked 
‘two points for an alleged attempt at corrupting 
areferee. 
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An Italian Football Federation disciplinary 
commission handed out the penalty after finding 
Empoli guilty of making an illegal approach to 
Stefano Farina, the referee in charge of its match 
against Sampdoria on October 25. 

The punishment puts Empoli in trouble, drop- 
ping them two places to second-from-bottom with 
eight points from 10 games. 

Before’the Sampdoria encounter, Farina asked 
the president of the central referees' panel Sergio 
Gonella to be excused from his duties, saying he 
had been approached by someone from the 
Tuscany club. 

Gonella ordered a replacement referee to take 
charge of the game which ended in a 3-0 defeat 
for Empoli. 


iego Maradona testified for almost three 

hours before a Turin prosecutor on Friday as 
part of a continuing probe into drug-taking in 
Tralian sport. 

The former Argentina and Napoli player flew to 

‘Turin in a private plane immediately after arriv- 
ing on Friday at Milan's Malpensa airport on a 
flight from Buenos Aires. 

Fans crowded around Maradona, who was 
wearing a blue and white Napoli scarf, as he 
entered the office of investigating magistrate 
Raffaele Guariniello, Italian television images 
showed, 

To reporters who asked for a comment, 
Maradona saia: "I'm not talking; I'm not talking." 

After giving his testimony, Maradona walked 
out of Guariniello's office and got into a car with 
his wife, Claudia, the Italian news agency ANSA 
said. 

Maradona was expected to travel to Rome to 
appear on a television chat show. 

Guariniello launched his investigation after AS 
Roma coach ‘Zdenek Zeman said in a magazine 
interview in July he believed drug taking was rife 
in Serie A. 

Zeman's allegations prompted a review of dop- 
ing procedures and led to the closure of the 
Acqua Certosa laboratory, the main test center of 
the powerful Italian Olympic Committee (CONI) 
which oversees sport in Italy. 


f the 30 million people around the world alive 
‘today with HIV or AIDS, at least a third are 
young people aged 10-24, Every day, 7000 young 
people acquire the virus — or 2.6 million new 
infections every year, HIV/AIDS is an issue that 
young people worldwide confront which did not 
exist a generation ago. 
This year’s these has been given an extra boost 
with the support of Ronaldo Luiz Nazario de 
Lima, known to millions of soccer fans simply as 
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Ronaldo. “As a young person, I am very aware of 
the threat of this virus, and I believe that I can 
play an important role in standing up to this threat. 
It is up to us, young people of the world, to make 
a difference.” 

Young people in every country in all five conti- 
nents are at risk of HIV, the virus that causes 
AIDS. Soccer, the world game, is the ideal way to 
teach a worldwide audience and Ronaldo, a world 
class player, the ideal star to promote awareness. 

Local stars like Zeljko Kalac, Peter Tsekenis, 
Tony Popovic, and others have also promoted the 
message: The ultimate tactic .., Use a Condom, 
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BIERHOFF APOLOGISES TO FANS 


C Milan's Oliver Bierhoff says he is sorry for 

ling Germany fans to "get down off their high 

horse’ after the German national side was booed at 
halftime last week during a friendly against Holland. 

‘The Germans scratched out a 1-1 draw but could 
just as well have been blown away 5-1 or 6-1. 

The Germany forward said afterwards that 
Germans had been spoiled by years of titles and now 
needed to show some patience while the national side 
reforms, 

"I'm sorry I said it," Bierhoff told the newspaper 
'Bild’, "T agree that we have played rubbish for a long 
time now and that we deserved (the whistles)." 

The Germany skipper is going through a rough 
time personally, having topped the goal scorers’ list in 
Italy's Serie A last season he is finding it hard to 
strike this year, last posting a goal for Milan on 
October Sth. 

"After two very successful years things are run- 
ning against me at the moment,” Bierhoff explained. 
"T can't allow myself to tighten up though. I have 
been in deeper messes than this before, But I know 
that I will dig my way out of this one.” 

Deep soul searching is taking place in Germany as 
the country's football organisers try to explain how 
the nation's game has dropped in standard so rapidly 
since winning football's World Cup in 1990 and the 
European title six years later. 

Former national coach Jupp Derwall, who led 
Germany to the 1980 European title and to be runners 
up at the 1982 World Cup, has added his voice to the 
outpouring of criticism about the nation's football 
collapse, 


lish club Wisla Krakow's appeal against a 
one-year ban from Europe was thrown out 
by European football's governing body UEFA. 

UEFA upheld its decision following a knife- 
throwing incident which ended with Parma’s 
Dino Baggio needing five stitches in a head 
wound. 

UEFA confirmed it would exclude Krakow 
next time it qualified for any of the European 
competitions. The ban would last for a single 
season but would remain in place for the next 
five years, 

The Polish first division side initially ques- 
tioned Baggio's version of events but television 
replays clearly showed a knife thrown from the 
crowd hitting him during its second round, first 
leg UEFA Cup match in Krakow on October 
20. 

Krakow drew the game in which Baggio 
was injured 1-1 but Parma won 2-1 in Italy to 
eam a place in the third round. 


Barcelona's 100th birthday party was a 
Fe one, Heading into a weekend of 
commemorative festivities a few days 
ago, the Catalan titans are licking their wounds 
after being knocked out of European soccer in 
a nail-biting 3-3 Champions League tie at 
home to Manchester United on Wednesday, 
The frustrated home crowd nevertheless 
gave their squad a standing ovation at the end 
of the match that showcased Barcelona's poten- 
tial for good attacking football, including a fab- 
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"Winning the European championship in England — ulous overhead goal by Rivaldo, 
(1996) was just a red herring," "It is really painful, but life goes on," Dutch 
"You could see the signs in the lead up to France —_ coach Louis Van Gaal said. Olly Bierho 0 


and could predict we would be eliminated early.” 


EURO AND WORLD CUP BIDS MADE 


joint four-nation Nordic bid to host the European championship finals of 
2008 will be considered on Monday, a spokesman for the Danish soccer 
federation said. 

A possible joint bid from Sweden, which hosted the championships in 1992, 
Norway, Finland and Denmark will be on the agenda when the presidents and 
general secretaries of the four nations meet in the Danish capital. 

‘The main focus of the meeting would be to look into infrastructure issues, 
DBU spokesman Lars Berendt said. 

“Each of the four countries must have at least two stadiums," he said. 


World Cup at home in e rm 
1974 (pictured right) and 
coach when they won it in “ 
1990, handed in the docu- é : 
ment in his current posi- £ 

tion as the vice-president 

of the German Football 
Association (DfB). 

Beckenbauer and 

The tentative bid was German bid coordinator |. 
built around the idea that Fedor Radmann spent an |= 
all four countries would — hour with Blatter who said |= cat 
take part in the qualify- afterwards; "I am pleased 
ing rounds and all four that Franz Beckenbauer 
could play in the finals if personally handed over 
they qualified. this document to me, 

If not, the two best “FIFA feels lucky that 
performing host teams its most prestigious com- 
would be assured berths petition is attracting such 
in the finals, Berendt great interest worldwide 
said. and especially in 

‘These and many other Germany. a 
issues still needed to be “I'm sure the DFB, as e 
ironed out, he said, we have come to expect, 
adding the four still had 2 will produce a strong bid 


couple of years to pre- document,” Blatter also 

pare before they needed said. 

to decide on a formal bid Beckenbauer said: 

to UEFA, Buropean soc- "Germany wants the 

cer’s ruling soccer body. World Cup in its own [ow 

The Netherlands and country. The government [3 

Belgium have been chosen to co-host the 2000 European finals while a joint _ is fully behind our bid and =: 
Austrian-Hungarian bid and separate applications from Spain and Portugal have __ will support us." 


Countries have until 
December 31 to register 
their intentions to bid. 

The decision will be 
announced by FIFA in 
March 2000. 


been submitted for the 2004 tournament. 

Berendt said he did not know if any other candidates had yet shown interest 
in hosting the 2008 finals. Sweden hosted the 1992 European finals which were 
won by Denmark. 


ermany formally entered the race to stage the 2006 World Cup finals on 
Friday when it officially handed in its initial bid document to FIFA presi- 
dent Sepp Blatter. Franz Beckenbauer. captain when West Germany won the 


Meee United played out a truly epic 
encounter in the Nou Camp, when they shared 
six goals with Barcelona in a match of unrelenting 
pace and action, 

Barcelona cannot now qualify, whereas United 
must beat Bayern Munich in their final Group match 
to guarantee qualification, 

The German champions avenged their earlier 
shock defeat by Brondby with a comfortable 2-0 win 
in the Olympic stadium, with goals from Jancker and 
Basler, and now lead the group by one point. 

Arsenal saw their European dream shattered at 
Wembley when they went down 0-1 to the French 
champions Lens In an ill-tempered clash, Ray Parlour 
was dismissed late on, after Debeve's goal had 
secured the victory for the visitors. 

Earlier, Kiev came from behind against 
Panathinaikos to seal an invaluable 2-1 victory in 
their penultimate Group E fixture. - 

‘The Ukranians trailed at half-time to a Lagonikakis 
goal, but turned the match around in seven second- 
half minutes with a Rebroy strike and an Angelos 
Basinas own goal. 


‘eteran striker Roberto Baggio came off the 

bench to score two late goals and give Inter 
Milan a 3-1 win over Real Madrid, Baggio's double 
at the sold-out San Siro took Inter to the top of Group 
C, a point ahead of Real who are a further point 
ahead of Spartak Moscow, who were held 0-0 at 
home by group whipping boys Sturm Graz. 

Graeme Souness Benfica kept alive their slim 
hopes of qualifying from Group F with a 2-1 win 
over leaders Kaiserslautern in Portugal. 

PSV Eindhoven, coached by Bobby Robson, won 
3-1 at HJK Helsinki with new Dutch international 
Ruud van Nistelrooij hitting a hat-trick. 


osip Simic of Croatia Zagreb may have dealt a 

fatal blow to the hopes of former champions Ajax 
Scoring the only goal of the game in Amsterdam 
allowing Olympiakos to go three points clear at the 
top of Group A. 

The Greeks were indebted to goalkeeper Dimitris 
Eleftherupoulos, Who saved a second half penalty 
before his side edged past FC Porto 2-1, 

Rosenborg moved to the top of Group B by beat- 
ing struggling Athletic Bilbao 2-1 in Trondheim. The 
Norwegians are a point clear of Galatasaray, whose 


game with Juventus was postponed, 
Group Tables 
Group A 
PWODL F APts 

Olympiakos SO Te Be 10, 
Ajax iS) Deh panes 7 
Croatia Zagreb bt 2 koeaeie: 7. 
FC Porto Soh es SB) 14 

Sep 16 
Porto ..2 Olympiakos . 


Ajax 


Ajax 


Croatia Zagreb Porto 
Dec9 
Porto v Ajax 
Croatia Zagreb y Olympiakos 
Group B 


PWODUL F APts 
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Galatasaray i a) ts alr Aue Pr 
Juventus 40404 44 
Athletic Bilbao 5052 4 6 3 
Atletico Bilbao Rosenborg ......... 
UVES oe: Medes ara Galatasaray ....... 
Galatasaray . Atletico Bilbao 
Rosenborg .. Juventus ... 
Atletico Bilbao . Juventus ... 
Rosenborg .. Galatasaray . 

Nov4 
Galatasaray . 1.3 Rosenborg... 
Juventus .. :.-1 Atletico Bilbao 

Noy 25 
Galatasaray . P-P Juventus .. 
Rosenborg .. . Atletico Bilbao 
Atletico Bilbao v Galatasaray 
Juventus v Rosenborg 

Group C 
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Inter Milan SSS T7510! 
Real Madrid 550215 7 9 
Spartak Moscow Se252 16 4 8 
Sturm Graz 50142 131 
Real Madrid .... 
Spartak Moscow 
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Inter Milan............ 2 Spartak Moscow ....1 
Real Madrid ...........! 5 Sturm Graz ........ ft 

Nov 5 
Real Madrid ...........  SturmGraz © 1 

Nov 4 
‘Spartak Moscow ....... 1 Inter Milan ........! 1 
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Group D 
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Group E 
PWODLF A Pts 
Dynamo Kiev 52218 6 8 
Lens 52214 35 8 
Panathinaikos 52055 6 6 
Arsenal aad e228) 78 
p 16 
Panathinaikos Dynamo Kiev el 
Lens .. Arsenal . 1 
Sep 30 
Arsena ... 2 Panathinaikos 
Dynamo Kiev . oA Lens 
Oct 21 
Arsenal Dynamo Kiev .. 
Lens .. «1 Panathinaikos .. 
Nov 4 
Dynamo Kiev . «3 Arsenal . 1 
Panathinaikos . . a1. Lens... 
Nov 25 
Lens .. 1 Arsenal 0- 
Dynamo Kiev . Panathinaikos 
Panathinaikos v Arsenal 
Lens v Dynamo Kiev 
Group F 
PW DoL ak A ris: 
Kaiserslautern Boo hh 7410 
PSV Eindhoven 5303511 10 9 
Benfica ee le Ce ay eee 
HUK Helsinki SID 26. 0S 
Kaiserslautem 
PSV Eindhoven 
HK Helsinki Kaiserslautern... . 0 
Benfiche ere vena ans PSV Eindhoven ....1 
HK Helsinki . Benfica 
Kaiserslautern SV Eindhoven . 
Kaiserslautem PSV Eindhoven 
Benfica HIK Helsink ... 


ondo 
Noy 25 
PSV Eindhoven 3 HJK Helsinki 
Benfica . Kaiserslautern . 1 
Dec 9 
Kaiserslautern v HOK Helsinki 
PSV Eindhoven ‘) Benfica 


Ace manager Arsene Wenger found himself 
under fire from his own stars Marc Overmars 
and Martin Keown as the backlash began over their 
Champions League exit, 

Dutch international winger Overmars was the first 
to criticise Wenger when he said; We're not strong 
enough. The squad is not big enough and we've paid 
the price. If you look at Manchester United or 
Chelsea, the players on their bench are much better 
than those on ours. We had far too much quality 
missing and, in our position, we just can't afford to 
lose the players we did," 

It is the first time any Arsenal player has publicly 
challenged Wenger since Tony Adams spoke up just 
before Christmas last year and allegedly claimed 
there were too many foreign players in the team. 

Overmars, bought by Wenger for almost £5mil- 
lion, was backed by England defender Martin 
Keown, who claimed the defending was naive in the 
1-0 home defeat by Lens and pinpointed a lack of 
depth in the squad. He said: ‘We needed to play our 
strongest team and, for one reason or another, we 
haven't had it. The problem is that the first team picks 
itself. 

‘United and Chelsea can spin players around and 
still have a good side in every position. But it's diffi- 
cult for our lads to come in and step up to another 
level. We should have won the group at a gallop. In 
every game we had the opportunities to win but didn't 
take them that's why we are all so disappointed,’ 

Wenger admitted as far back as August that he 
needed to increase the talent in the squad, He has so 
far only brought in Swede Fredrik Ljungberg and 
Argentinian striker Fabian Caballero, 

Now skipper Adams will be sidelined for the next 
two months with a back injury. Wenger is already 
deprived of Dennis Bergkamp, Patrick Vieira and 
Emmanuel Petit for the next three weeks. Nigel 
Winterbum is also under treatment. 

Wenger would also like to rest Overmars but 
accepts he cannot leave him out because he does not 
have sufficient cover. 
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HAT-TRICK JUST THE MEDICINE 


rantes' Christophe Le Roux 
hit a late winner on Saturday 
to give his side a 3-2 win at third- 
placed Rennes to blunt the latter's 
hopes of closing the gap on. 
French league leaders Marseille 
and second-placed Bordeaux. 
Rennes, who were suffering 
their first home defeat of the sea- 
son, had never been behind till 
midfielder Le Roux scored to 
Jeave Rennes on 27 points, eight 
points behind Bordeaux and nine | 
points adrift of Marseille in the 


French championship. a 
Bordeaux host Lens and Paris 
Saint Germain travel to 4 


Marseille, both on Sunday, 

Stephane Gregoire nearly o. 
scored a dramatic late equalizer 
for Rennes but his shot went nar- 
rowly wide, 

Burundi's Shabani Nonda 
scored for Paul Le Guen's 
Rennes, Antoine Sibierski equal- 
ized on the half-hour before 
Gregoire regained the lead a 
minute before half-time. 

Nantes, trailing with seven 
minutes to go, scored an equalizer through 
Patrick Suffo before Le Roux's 87th minute 


goal. 

Fourth-placed UEFA Cup hopefuls Lyon 
had a setback in Corsica with a 4-1 defeat at 
Bastia, who had substitute Francois Modesto 
sent off. 

Franck Jurietti and Frederic Nee put Bastia 
2-0 up and Marco Grassi, sent off in the UEFA 
Cup in midweek, pulled a goal back for Lyon, 
Pierre-Yves Andre then scored twice, the first 
from the penalty spot, in the second half. 

Monaco, who had World Cup winning keep- 
er Fabein Barthez between the posts despite a 
thigh injury, could only draw 1-1 at Strasbourg 

Corentin Martins equalized for Strasbourg in 
the 35th minute after Philippe Christanval 
found the net for Monaco 13 minutes earlier. 

In other matches, Nancy beat promoted 
Lorient 1-0 through Samuel Wiart, last year's 
runners-up Metz beat Montpellier 3-1, 
Toulouse, who missed a late penalty, drew 1-1 
with Sochaux, and Le Havre beat Auxerre 2-1 


len-man PSV Eindhoven drew 2-2 at home 

to Graafschap Doetinchem in a Dutch first 
division game disrupted by angry fans on 
Saturday. 

Striker Ruud van Nistelrooij was sent off in 
the 17th minute for diving in the Graafschap 
penalty. 

PSV fans in the 20,000 crowd were so 
incensed by the decision that the referee 
stopped the game for five minutes so they 
could calm down. 

Although former PSV striker Bric Viscaal 
opened the scoring in the third minute, two 
goals in two minutes by Luc Nulis swung the 
match the other way. 

Viscaal hit a 73rd minute equalizer and 
Graafschap would have taken all three points 
had Thomas Rzasa not missed a great chance in 
the closing seconds. 

The game between NEC Nijmegen and RKC 
Waalwijk was postponed becausé of a water- 
logged pitch. 


BY Munich and Bayer Leverkusen won 
‘at home on Saturday to pull away from 
their rivals at the top of the German first divi- 
sion. 

Leaders Bayern cruised to a 2-0 triumph 
over Nuremberg with goals by Giovane Elber 
and Bixente Lizarazu. 

Paulo Rink and Emerson gave Leverkusen a 


a 


areal 


2-0 victory against MSV Duisburg. The win 
kept Leverkusen second, two points behind 
Bayem who have a game in hand. 

Third-placed TSV 1860 Munich failed to 
keep up with the pace, crashing 4-1 at Werder 
Bremen. The defeat left them five points 
behind Leverkusen. 

Bayern never had to move into top gear to 
overcome Bavarian rivals Nuremberg in front 
‘of 63,000 fans in the Olympic Stadium. 

Elber put the home side ahead in the 36th 
minute after Nuremberg defender Markus 
Grasser headed the ball into his path. The 
Brazilian's goal was his ninth in the league this 
season. 

French World Cup player Lizarazu put the 
matter beyond doubt in the 63rd minute after 
Nuremberg goalkeeper Andreas Hilfiker could 
only beat down a Mario Basler free kick. 

"Our win wasn't in doubt, although this was- 
n't an easy game because Nuremberg marked 
us very closely,” said Bayern coach Ottmar 
Hitzfeld. 

"Bayern just have too much potential, We 
just couldn't compete," conceded Nuremberg 
coach Willi Reimann. 

Rink gave Leverkusen, now unbeaten in 12 
games, the perfect start with a first-minute 
goal. Brazilian midfielder Emerson added the 
second in the 60th minute. 

"We've certainly played better in other 
games but this time we scored the goals we 
needed to score," said Leverkusen coach 
Christoph Daum who also had the satisfaction 
of seeing goalkeeper Adam Matysek save a 
second-half penalty. 

Bremen chalked up their third successive 
victory with their comprehensive defeat of 
1860 Munich. A double from Marco Bode put 
them on the road to success. 

A Tony Yeboah hat-trick put an end to 
Hamburg SV's indifferent run of six games 
without a win. The Ghanaian was the star of 
Hamburg's 3-0 win over bottom side Borussia 
‘Moenchengladbach. 

Under-fire VfB Stuttgart coach Winfried 
Schaefer is likely to be under more pressure 
after his side lost 2-0 to promoted Freiburg. 
The result leaves Stuttgart languishing at the 
wrong end of the table. 

Georgian international Alexander Taschwili 
scored both Freiburg goals before the interval. 


DIEGO WANTS TO BRING 
‘SMILES’ BACK TO NAPOLI 


jto Napoli to help his former Italian club relive their 

glory days. The Argentine, who left Italy in disgrace 
after testing positive for cocaine in 1991, was back in the 
country to testify before a Turin prosecutor leading a probe 
into alleged doping in Italian soccer. 

‘The 38-year-old World Cup winning captain told a television 
interviewer he wanted to return to Napoli "through the front 
door." 

"I would construct a great team. I would like to see 
Neapolitans smile the way they did when we won the champi- 
‘onship,” he said. 

Maradona led the team from the southern port city to their first 
ever Italian Serie A championship in 1987 and another title in 
1990. They also won the UEFA Cup in 1989, 

Napoli were relegated last season after finishing last with just 
two wins in 34 matches, 

Maradona, who remains a venerated soccer hero in Naples as 
a symbol of the side's golden age. shed little light on what he dis- 
cussed with Turin magistrate Raffaele Guariniello, who is lead- 
ing the doping probe. 

Maradona was due to appear on several weekend television 
shows and has said he may attend Sunday's Verona-Napoli Serie 
B match. 

Guariniello launched his investigation after AS Roma coach 


D= Maradona said on Saturday he wanted to return 
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Zdenek Zeman said in a magazine interview in July he believed 
drug taking was rife in Serie A. 

Zeman's allegations prompted a review of doping procedures 
and led to the closure ofthe Acqua Acetosa laboratory, the main 
test centre of the powerful Italian Olympic Committee (CONT) 
which oversees sport in Italy. 


Be Munich's veteran libero Lothar Matthaus said he was 
fed up with the jealousy he had to put up with in the 
German league and said he might move abroad to see out his 
playing days. 

"I might just do that - why not?” 37-year-old Matthaus, 
Germany's appearance record holder with 130 caps, told Die 
Welt. 

He blasted Germany as "a country riven with jealousy" and 
complained that "every move I make gets scrutinised under the 
microscope - people are just waiting for me to make a mistake.” 

‘And Matthaus, who set an all-time appearances record at the 
World Cup, said he was continually told he was over the hill if 
he missed a game through injury. But when young players were 
injured "people say it's the pressure.” 

Matthaus, who had a successful four-year spell with Inter 
Milan from 1988 before rejoining Bayern, said he fully intended 
to be around for Euro 2000 if the German national team needs 
him. 
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s at Perth Glory are barmy, you 
t! Darlington fan Ged Stephenson, a 
ersity lecturer, took 16 students there on a field trip. 
‘Tibet — the roof of the world, a country hidden from 
rid for centuries, and still hard to enter because of 
e oocupation. Ce d stared out at the Himalayas, 
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underland’s Alex Rae has spoken of the 
debt he owes Paul Gascoigne for helping 
nim battle against drink and stress. 

The 29-year-old Scotland U21 midfielder has 
returned to training a month after booking into the 
same hospital as the Middlesbrough star. 

"Gazza was very good and supportive," he said. 
"He has obviously got to look after himself as 
well, but I can always pick up the phone and talk 
to him, We've gone through the same thing and we 
know the pressures of football.” 

Rae last played for Sunderland in the 1-0 win 
over Bury at the end of October. He admitted feel- 
ing "bom again" after seeking the help of manager 
Peter Reid. "My life had become unmanageable," 
jhe said, 

“Alcoholism is an illness, and I was really bad. 
I was drinking to excess and felt it was time to do 
|something before I spiralled out of control. It has 
{hampered me for years, but I didn't realise how 
much. 

"What I was doing was a joke, but I couldn't see 
it at the time. If you drink to excess, it's going to 
take its toll sooner or later. Everything is not total- 
ly lost, but it would have been if I'd kept going. 1 
would have had nothing. My family, friends and 
football would have been gone in a short space of 
time and they will go if I return to drink.” 


cotland coach Craig Brown has opened the 
door to Newcastle United's Duncan Ferguson 
|to return to international football less than a year 
after the striker said he would never play for his 
‘country again. 

Brown responded to 26-year-old Ferguson's 
hint that he had had a change of heart about rep- 
resenting Scotland following his transfer from 
\ Everton. 

"As far as I am concerned I am delighted 
Duncan has given us another option and I will be 
monitoring his progress over the coming months,” 
Brown said. 


IL -¢ Dixon, Arsenal and the English game were all 
in the dock after angry accusations from Lens 
\striker Tony Vairelles. 

France international Vairelles was still seething 
‘over the Wembley clash with Dixon that saw him 
‘sent off and out of Lens’ decisive Champions League 
group game with Dynamo Kiev next month. 

Television pictures showed Dixon barging into the 
Lens forward and then crumpling to the ground in 
apparent agony, and Vairelles said: ‘I used to have a 
good opinion of English football, but now I think it's 
{total crap.’ 

Vairelles added; ‘It was completely unfair. You 
‘only have to watch the replay to see it's obvious T 
didn't do anything.’ 

Lens coach Daniel Leclercq, who branded Dixon a 
cheat after Wednesday's game, will appeal to UEFA 
to try to get the card overturned. 

Swedish referee Anders Frisk acted on the advice 
‘of his assistant because he was dismissing Ray 
{Parlour for his vicious kick on Cyril Rool at the time. 

Frisk, who stayed in London until last night, said 
he was not allowed to discuss any of his decisions 
junder UEFA rules and Vairelles, 25, said: ‘UEFA 
have to do something about it. 

"If you can't play honestly there's no point. If 
Dixon gets away with this it opens the door for 
everybody to cheat. 

‘That's the sort of thing you see at the cinema, not 
‘on the football pitch.’ 

Vairelles was described as ‘disconsolate’ and 'emo- 
tional’ when he flew home. The striker added: ‘I had a 
\fight with Keown all through the game. He was 
pulling my hair.’ 
| Meanwhile, Parlour will have to wait until January 
to discover his disciplinary fate from European foot- 
all's governing body. 


Controversial Ferguson, once 
jailed while at Rangers after head- 
butting an opponent, was last 
capped 20 months ago against 
Estonia. 

He wrote to Brown last season 
before the World Cup Finals say- 
ing he was quitting international e715 
football in protest at his treatment ie 
by the Scottish Football 
Association over the headbutting 
incident. 5 

See p.29 for more on the Fergie f 
transfer. 


L erpool will complete the 
signing of French midfielder 
Jean-Michel Ferri from Turkish 
club Istaribulspor in a £1.Smillion 
deal this week. 
‘The 29-year-old will be the first 
capture for countryman Gerard 
Houllier since he took over as sole J), 
manager at Anfield after Roy 
Evans lef: a fortnight ago. rs 
Houllier said: "He's an experi- i 
enced player and will be a valu- 
able member of the squad when he 
is back to full fitness.’ - 


‘The midfielder will be fined the maximum two 
weeks’ wages — around £20,000 — but is almost 
certain to be banned for at least three European 
matches. 

Highbury manager Arsene Wenger has been given 
the green light to play an under-strength team in 
‘Arsenal's final Champions League game, against 
Panathinaikos next month. 

With tough away games against Derby and Aston 
Villa eitlier side of the long trip to Greece on 
December 9, Wenger is likely to rest his senior play- 
ers in a bid to keep them fresh for the Premiership. 

Arsenal cannot qualify for the quarter-finals of the 
European Cup, so the game in Greece is meaningless 
to them, although victory for Panathinaikos could 
take them through ahead of Dynamo Kiev and Lens, 
who meet in France on the same night. 

A UEFA spokesman said: 'We cannot tell a coach 
which players he must use. It's his decision." 


mer Everton and Athletic Bilbao manager 
‘Howard Kendall is set to return to Spanish foot- 
all as manager of second division Jerez. 

Kendali, who had a successful two-year stint with 
top-flight Spanish club Bilbao in the 1980s, is on the 
verge of joining Jerez after talks. 

"] like the place, the set-up and the people 
involved,’ Kendall told The Express. 

Kendall, whose third spell in charge at Everton 
ended with the sack last summer added: "Jerez are 
not a big club but they've convinced me that they 
have ambition. I am looking forward to this new 
challenge." 


the National Criminal Intelligence Service has 
warmed that football hooliganism, considered 
by many to have largely died out in the 1980s, is 


GUNNERS ‘LE CHEATS’ SAYS 
LENS’ VAIRELLES 


on the increase again. The days of vandalised 
trains and fights with rival fans could be set to 
return. 

NCIS spokesman Bryan Drew issued the stark 
warning in the light a rise in the number of arrests 
for violent football-related incidents including 
affray, violent disorder and throwing missiles, in 
the first month of the season compared to the same 
time last year. 

"The signs are not encouraging,” he said, "This 
season, the ugly face of football hooliganism has 
continued to make its very unwelcome presence 
felt.” 

‘The hooligans are now using modem technolo- 
gy to organise their activities, with mobile phones, 
despatch riders and pagers now as much a part of 
their armoury as flick-knives used to be. 

Whilst tighter security in stadia has almost 
climiated disturbances inside grounds, the trouble- 
makers now concentrate their activities in the 
areas outside. 

"Many of the battles now take place away from 
grounds because of new controls such as closed+ 
circuit television, all-seater grounds and ticket- 
only matches," 

Drew explained, “It is a hard core, well-organ- 
ised and hell-bent on causing mayhem, that is 
using football matches as a cover for its criminal 
activities." 

The Home Office will publish new recommen- 
dations on Friday about how to halt the rise of 
hooliganism. 

‘These are expected to include new curbs on 
ticket touts, tighter restrictions on alcohol sales 
and closer supervision of "restriction orders" cov- 
ering fans with records of violent behaviour wanti- 
ng to travel to away games. 


OLD TRAFFORD TO 
GET EVEN BIGGER 


Wasee United has been allowed to turn its 
jome, Old Trafford, into the biggest club stadium 
in Britain. 

United officials said that they have been given plan- 
ning permission to increase the stadium's capacity by 
12,400 to 67,400. 

Work will begin on extending the East Stand at the 
end of this season and it is expected to be finished in 
time for the start of the 2000/01 season. 

‘The increase in capacity, which will see Old Trafford 
(around 55,000 seats) overtake Celtic Park (60,300) as 
the largest British club stadium, will cost 30 million 
pounds ($50 million), 


ritish television and leisure company Granada 
Group Pte said it was "not serious" about buying a 
British football club, adding it was more interested in 
television rights than ownership, 
"We are not serious about buying a football club, as 
there are not good returns in the current climate. It does 
not look like a good proposition fo us," said Chairman 
Gerry Robinson at an annual results news conference. 


Speculation that Granada may be interested in owning a 
Soccer club followed the $1 billion bid in September by 
BSkyB Ple for England's most profitable premier league 
club Manchester United Plc. The deal is currently being 
examined by the Monopolies and Merger Commission. 
Robinson said that Granada had been approached by 
“lots of clubs" but he said that, on a underlying basis, 
not many football clubs were profitable, 

He added Granada was quite happy with its current 


deals with BSkyB where they run Granada Sky | 


Broadcasting channels and have launched together pay 
television channel MUTY for Manchester United. 


pen appeal against a fine after racial abuse by 
supporters in a Euro 2000 qualifier in Sweden in 
September was thrown out by European football's gov- 
eming body UEFA. 

UEFA rejected the appeal after evidence by referee 
Pierluigi Collina and UEFA delegate Matthieu 


Sprengers revealed English fans had directed racist | 


chants at Sweden's Henrik Larsson on at least eight 
‘occasions. 


VENABLES STILL WANTS 
INTERNATIONAL JOBS 


Venables is still hoping to return to interna- 
ional soccer in the future. 

"Twill work at club level for a few years and then 
maybe go back to international coaching," the Crystal 
Palace manager was quoted as saying in the Sun news- 
paper on Saturday, 

Tam not yet thinking about where I will go but itis 
‘something that still appeals to me, 

"love all the planning that goes into an international 
game, going to matches and checking on your potential 
players and the opposition, to make sure no stone is left 
unturned." 


Fre England and Australia manager Terry 


Venables signed a three-year contract with first divi- 
sion English club Palace six months ago after moving 
from Poretsmouth, which he bought in 1996, 

He said at the time that Palace, the first club he man- 
aged in a colorful career that has also taken him to 
Queen's Park Rangers, Barcelona in Spain and 
Tottenham Hotspur in the last 17 years, could also be 
his last club job. 

Venables took England to the semifinals of the 1996 
European championship but failed to take Australia to 
the World Cup last northern summer after they lost a 
playoff to Iran. 

British police said last weekend they were investigat- 
ing the transfer of a number of Australian players to 
Portsmouth during Venables’ time at the club. 


Fe Wolverhampton Wanderers said that 
caretaker Colin Lee would remain their manager 
through the end of the season. 

Lee had been in temporary charge since the departure 
of former boss Mark McGhee this month, McGhee left 
after a slump of only two victories in his past 14 games 
at the ambitious English club, which is fifth in the 
standings, 

\ 


BATTY ON THE MOVE AS 
FERGIE DEBUTS IN STYLE 


avid Batty has handed in a written transfer 

jrequest after deciding he doesn't want to be a 

part of Ruud Gullit's Newcastle revolution. 
Itis a decision which will alert his former club Leeds 
United — who have already had a £4million bid 
turned down — George Graham's Spurs and 
Liverpool, who are in desperate need of more steel in 
their side. 

Baity joined Newcastle for £3.75m in March 1996 
following a big fall-out with Blackburn and now the 
29-year-old combative England midfielder wants to 
leave Tyneside after a disagreement with Gullit. 

It came after Batty was relegated to the substitutes’ 
bench for Newcastle's recent home game against 
Sheffield Wednesday. Although he was brought on 
after only 34 minutes, he was hurt by the decision 
OlLeary, though, is likely to face opposition from his 
former boss Graham, who is another Batty admirer: 

Liverpool's Gerard Houllier could also go for Batty 
after confessing in the light of the 3-1 UEFA Cup 
defeat against Celta Vigo that he needs more aggres- 
sion in his side. 

Ferguson's much-anticipated link up with Alan 
Shearer, meanwhile, is likely to have to go on ice for 
the time being. 

The England skipper is still struggling to shake off 
the hamstring injury which has sidelined him for the 
past fortnight. 

It seems that the first sighting of the formidable duo 
will be in the Tyne-Tees derby against Middlesbrough 
at the Riverside Stadium on December 6. 

Shearer believes that Ferguson's arrival can help 
him fulfil his ambition of bringing silverware to the 
club, 

He said: Duncan is a big name in football, we have 
paid a hell of a lot of money for him and, hopefully, 
we can now bring the success to the club that it 
deserves. I am certainly looking forward to playing with 
him.’ 

“Everybody knows that Alan Shearer is one of the 
best players in Europe and I'm looking forward to team- 
ing up with him," said the Scot. "I think it will be a 
good partnership. 

"Alan's a proven goalscorer and I'm looking forward 
to getting up there and teaming up with him and scoring 
a few goals myself, 

“I know there's a big histo- 
ty about this club. The same 
‘as my last club, the supporters 
are fanatical and I'm looking 
forward to getting out there." 

Ferguson, who was sus- 
pended as United went down 
1-0 at Everton last week, 
hours before he agreed the 
move, revealed that he discov- 
ered his future at Goodison 
Park was drawing to an end 
earlier the same day when he 
was told that the club would 
be inviting offers for their 
skipper. 

"Once | realised that Newcastle were interested it 
didn't take me long to decide. When I knew Everton 
were going to sell me I made the decision within an 
hour, really,” he added. 

United boss Ruud Gullit was delighted with his new 
signing and admitted that he had been tracking the burly 
striker since his days as Chelsea manager. 

"He's a very good player, not only because of his 
height but because of his football skills. 

"He's a class player and he will give the team an 
extra boost by his presence and his talent of course," he 
added. And that is exactly what he did in his debut, See 


page 30. 


yy Adams will lear in five weeks if this is to’be 
the final season with his beloved Arsenal. 

He must rest completely for two weeks before begin- 
ning another month of gentle rehabilitation. A 
specialist has ruled out surgery and believes Adams's 
back injury will respond to rest. 


Adams was forced to miss the second half of 
Arsenal's Champions League defeat by Lens on 
Wednesday and sat in the dressing-room at the interval 
allegedly close to tears and threatening to give up the 
game, 

Manager Arsene Wenger said: 'Tony has not made 
up his mind to quit, or if he has, I don't know about it. 

But if he is pain-free in six weeks, he will play on. ‘If 


he isn't? Well, if you want to play football you must be 
fit. If he isn't, he will stop. 

‘But we are not scared of that. The specialist says 
there is nothing medically wrong and that the inflamma- 
tion should be gone in six weeks.’ 

Adams has already threatened that this might be his 
last season and a succession of problems with his back 
may accelerate his decision. But Wenger said: 'I don't 
think he is fed up mentally or his desire has gone. He 
just wants to play and when he 
thinks he can't perform he is 
unhappy. 

'He doesn't want to stand 
around and take his wages. He 
wants to perform and if he can't 
do that he thinks he's useless. 
‘But he is in better shape than last 
season, when he had ankle and 
knee problems. Now those 
injuries have cleared up and it is 
just his back causing problems so 
we see no reason for him to 
retire,’ 

Wenger categorically denied 
having any interest in signing Alan Shearer and said: 
‘He is not on the market. If he were, we might consider 
it but I believe in paying the right price for the right 
player and I don't think anyone can get him for the right 
price. 

"To justify selling Shearer, Newcastle would haye to 
ask around £20-£25million for him and that is just not 
on. 


With Patrick Vieira, Emmanuel Petit and Dennis 
Bergkamp all out of action, Wenger admits he is wor- 
tied about the club's results. 

He said: ‘It is an important challenge. We have to 
show spirit, desire and ambition and react quickly to 
what is a difficult period. 

‘But I don't panic. We are third in the Premiership 
and my way is to be sensible about things. I am not per- 
fect but whatever happens is entirely down to my judg- 
ment, I am not restricted by the board, they are right 
behind me.' 


the round-up begins with Leicester City who claimed 

a late goal to secure a 1-1 draw with Coventry City 

at Highfield Road on Saturday, 

Emile Heskey celebrated his return from injury with 
a last-gasp equaliser in this Midlands derby after a goal 
from Darren Huckerby seemed to have consigned 
Leicester to a third successive defeat. 

Coventry looked impressive in the opening 45 
minutes with Gary McAllister effectively pulling the 
strings in midfield and Trond Soltvedt adapting well to 
his role as makeshift striker. 

Soltvedt came close to giving the Sky Blues the lead 
after two minutes when he headed McAllister’s cross 
wide from close’range. Leicester retaliated instantly and 

Magnus Hedman beat out a shot from Heskey after good 
work by Graham Fenton and new signing Andy Impey 
prised open the Coventry defence. : 

McAllister provided most of the ammunition for the 
Coventry attack against his former club. He found 
Stephen Froggatt in space with a fine crossfield ball but 
the winger fired over the bar after surging into the 
Leicester penalty area, 

Mcallister then made an incisive break from midfield 
and released a 25-yard drive that proved to hot for 
Kasey Keller to hold at the first attempt. 

Huckerby then combined with Soltvedt only to crash 
his shot against the crossbar from 12 yards out, 

Coventry lost midfielder Philippe Clement after 31 
minutes with a hamstring injury but they continued to 
Jook menacing. Another telling ball from McAllister 
found Huckerby who sharply turned Steve Walsh but 
curled his resulting shot over the bar. 

Leicester failed to create many clear-cut openings 
although Matt Elliott had an effort disallowed after he 
‘was adjudged to have fouled Hedman, 

The second-half began in dramatic fashion with 
Frank Sinclair dismissed for a second bookable offence, 
a foul on Froggatt after Neil Lennon had played him 
into trouble, 

y Coventry forced the visitors back in an attempt to 
take advantage of their numerical supremacy, Keller 
turned a low effort from Mare Edworthy around the post 
and then Huckerby rounded Walsh and Elliott only for 
his shot to be deflected wide. 

Walsh then produced a magnificent tackle to halt 
Huckerby in full flight but the home side should have 
broken the deadlock in the 72nd minute. 

Keller produced a fine save to block a point-blank 
effort from Huckerby but then MeAllister headed wide 
with the goal at his mercy. 

Huckerby pounced 11 minutes from time to grab his 
fourth goal of the campaign with a close-range header 
after Soltvedt flicked on a left-wing cross from Marc 
Edworthy. 

However, Leicester dug deep and a fierce shot from 
Impey preceded the goal from Heskey which cut short 
the celebrations of the Coventry fans, 


uncan Ferguson made an impressive start to his 
Newcastle career on Saturday with a brace of goals 
as his side defeated Wimbledon 3-1 at St James Park. 

Neweastle manager Ruud Gullit paraded his new 
signing but found himself forced into wholesale changes 
with skipper Rob Lee joining Alan Shearer on the 
casualty list while Nicos Dabizas and Stuart Pearce 
serve out disciplinary bans. 

‘That meant a surprise return for forgotten man Steve 
Howey and fit-gain teenager Aaron Hughes, while Steve 
Glass and Keith Gillespie were handed the task of 
feeding Ferguson and Swede Andreas Andersson. 

Ferguson put himself about as expected, but failed to 
link effectively with Andersson in front of a crowd 
desperate to see their side end a run of five premiership 
matches without a win. 

Combative midfielder Gary Speed made an 
impressive contribution, taking on the role which looks 
certain to be vacated by David Batty within days. 

Tronically, it was Speed who played an unwilling part 
in the opening goal 11 minutes from the break. 

His dreadful pass fell perfectly for Marcus Gayle 
who eased away from Howey to fire past Shay Given 
and into the net. - 

The reply was not long in coming though, as 
Gillespie seized on a loose pass from Mark Kennedy 
and headed for the goal-line at pace before crossing 
towards Ferguson: 

The cross proved too high for the big striker, but 
when it reached substitute Solano at the back post, the 
Peruvian took his time before firing a shot past Neil 
Sullivan. 


United had their tails up as the interval approached 
and Sullivan pulled off a spectacular shot to deny 
Solano before Gillespie whistled a low effort just wide. 

Given’s bravery saw him injured in a goalmouth 
scramble late in the half and understudy Steve Harper 
emerged after the break to make his first-team debut. 

Harper's first contribution immediately inspired 
confidence as he rose to claim substitute Neil Ardley’s 
curling cross. His quick throw had United on the move 
again, and when Speed turned up on the left to cross, 
Ferguson met the ball with a diving header which 
Sullivan saved comfortably. 

‘There was nothing the Wimbledon goalkeeper could 
do to save his team on 59 minutes however, when 
Ferguson's moment arrived. 

The big Scot fed Solano down the left and then took 
up a central position. 

When the Peruvian crossed with the outside of his 
right foot, Ferguson connected with a left-foot volley 
which bounced over Sullivan and into the top comer. 

Solano again caught the eye on 67 minutes when 
shooting just wide and then producing a near post save 
from Sullivan 10 minutes later after running on to pass 
from Speed. 

Wimbledon never gave up and fought hard in their 
search for an equaliser, but Ferguson cemented victory 
in the final minute when he rose to power a header 
home from a Gillespie corner to calm the Newcastle 
nerves, 


D™, County took advantage of the injury crisis 
currently engulfing Southampton to secure a 
narrow 1-0 win at the Dell on Saturday. 

Saints manager David Jones found himself without 
12 senior players including Matt Le Tissier, Egil 
Ostenstad, Ken Monkou and Claus Lundekvam, 

Moroccan international Hassan Kachloul and 19- 
year-old Gary Monk made their debuts as a result. 

Argentinian defender Horacio Carbonari scored the 
only goal of the game after 33 minutes when Costa 
Rican Paolo Wanchope miscontrolled the ball inside the 
Southampton penalty area. Monk failed to clear and 
Carbonari latched on to the loose ball, curling a perfect 
shot past Paul Jones. 

Four minutes later Southampton lost Stuart Ripley, 


who became another injury victim when he limped off 


to be replaced by Wayne Bridge. 

Saints never recovered from that blow, but bravely 
attempted to battle their way back into the game in the 
second half. Frustration ensued, however, when referee 


Steve Lodge turned down two confident penalty | 


appeals. 
James Beattie wasted Southampton’s best chance of 


the game in the 52nd minute after his skill and strength 
took him past two Derby defenders but he blasted his 
right foot shot wide from 10 yards out. 

Mark Hughes, still searching for his first goal for 
Saints, then let fly with a trademark scissor kick but 
Estonian international goalkeeper Mart Poom made the 
save diving to his right. 


Some desperate defending in the second half ensured | 


that Derby claimed all three points. 


est Ham United continued their impressive run of 
form on Saturday when they defeated Tottenham 
Hotspur at Upton Park in a pulsating London derby. 
Tottenham, missing John Scales, Ramon Vega and 
Justin Edinburgh through injury and Colin Calderwood 
through suspension, gave a debut to teenaged centre half 
Luke Young. 


Spurs found themselves stretched by West Ham’s | 


fluent football in the opening 20 minutes, but still 
manufactured the best early opportunity. A cross from 
French star David Ginola found Steffen Iversen diving 
to power in a header which West Ham goalkeeper Shaka 
Hislop did well to scoop away. 

An error by Norwegian goalkeeper Espen Baardsen, 
‘who has been outstanding in the Spurs goal this season, 
handed West Ham the lead. 

Trevor Sinclair spurned the opportunity to shoot 
when a pass from Eyal Berkovic put him into the box, 
electing instead lay the ball off to Paul Kitson. The 
striker played the ball into the goalmouth and Prank 
Lampard fired straight at Baardsen who could not hold 
the shot. Sinclair reacted quickly to turn the loose ball 
into an empty net. 

Sinclair needed no assistance from Spurs for his 
second goal, less than a minute after the break. A Kitson 
pass transformed defence into attack and Sinclair 
sprinted through to crash a spectacular shot between Sol 


Nw Butt scored his first goal in eight months 
and Manchester United regained second place 
in the Englisl Premiership with a hard-fought, 3-2 
win over Leeds United at Old Trafford on 
Saturday, 

In the day's other action, Arsenal, in third 
before Saturday's matches, slipped one place after 
it was held to a 1-1 draw at home to 
Middlesbrough. 

Liverpool's revival in the league continued with 
a 2-0 win the over manager-less Blackburn Rovers 
which remained rooted at the foot of the table with 
just nine points out of a possible 45. 

England midfielder Butt struck the winner after 
77 minutes to fire United to within a point of 
leader Aston Villa, which was held to a 2-2 draw 
at Nottingham Forest on Saturday. 

Leeds, which has not won at Manchester United 
in 17 years or scored in its last six appearances, 
took the lead after 30 minutes through Jimmy 
Floyd Hasselbaink, who struck his fifth goal in 
five games, , 

The goal came just moments after Leeds keeper 
Nigel Martyn had made one of the saves of the 
season when he tipped over a Butt header bound 
for the upper left hand corner from a Phil Neville 
right wing cross. 

But Martyn injured himself in the process as he 
collided with the woodwork and was replaced at 
halftime by 19-year-old keeper Paul Robinson, 

But Ole Gunnar Solskjaer, making his first 
Jeague appearance in two months, equalized on 
the stroke of halftime with a right-footed shot 
from the left-hand side of the area. 

Captain Roy Keane put Manchester United in 


TOS : 


\cottish champions Glasgow Celtic followed up their 
‘5-1 demolition of neighbours Rangers with a 2-0 
defeat of Motherwell. 

Goals by Henrik Larsson and Phil O*Donnell eared 
Celtic successive ‘Teague triumphs and took them to 
within four points of Rangers at the top of the 
premiership table. 

Larsson broke the deadlock in the 38th minute when 
he pounced on an error to steer in his 14th goal of the 
season. O'Donnell then scored against his old club just 
afier halftime to seal the points. 

“Beating Rangers got us back in the race and it was 
vital not to slip up again,” said O'Donnell. “We don’t 
| want to give up our fitle.” 

Second-placed Kilmarnock defeated bottom club 
Dunfermline 3-0, Ian Durrant scoring twice, to move to 


front 22 seconds after the restart when he fired 
into the roof of the net after brilliant work by Paul 
Scholes on the right. 

Australian star Harry Kewell put the visitors 
back on terms six minutes Jater, coolly tucking 
home his fifth goal in eight games, 

But in the 77th minute the home side regained 
the lead when Butt fired a shot into the top left- 
hand comer for his first goal since April 27. 


Harry Kewell 


“Butt was our best player,” said United manager 
Alex Ferguson. "He could easily have had a hat- 
trick. 

"This was an exciting game anyway. I was 
surprised by Leeds because they attacked us from 
the start and their front two were a real handful, 

"But we came through what was a great test for 
us. This was a major result”, 


within two points of Rangers who had no league fixture 
on the weekend as they took on St Johnstone in the. 
League Cup final, which they won 2-1 to pick up the 
first silverware of the season. 

Dundee United also won 3-0 at Aberdeen to deepen 
the crisis surrounding the club which won the European 
Cup Winners’ Cup 15 years ago. 

More than 300 angry fans demonstrated outside 
Pittodrie Stadium against manager Alex Miller whose 
side are joint botttom with just 14 points from16 games. 

Miller said of the demonstration; “There is no magic 
‘wand for this situation, Basically, the squad of players 
we have is not good enough, 

Too many have been in this situation at the club for 
too long but we cannot replace all of them in one’ go.” 
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heffield Wednesday came 

from behind at Stamford 
Bridge on Saturday to force a 
deserved 1-1 draw with title 
contenders Chelsea. 

‘The home side extended their 
unbeaten run to 19 games despite 


being forced to battle against a 
Sheffield Wednesday side 
boosted by their 3-1 defeat of 


Manchester United a week 
earlier. 

Wednesday started confidently 
and almost caught Chelsea cold 
as early as the first minute when 
an unmarked Andy Booth struck 
his shot over the bar from 18 
yards, 

Chelsea were soon into their 
stride though, Italian international 
Roberto di Matteo shooting 
powerfully but wide. 

In-form Italian striker 
Gianfranco Zola continually 
dropped deep throughout the first 
half, looking to thread the ball 
through to willing runners in Tore 
Andre Flo up front and the 
tireless Gustavo Poyet from 
midfield, 

After 17 minutes Zola found 
Poyet with a thoughtful pass and 
the Uruguayan unleashed a shot 
from 18 yards, Former Neweastle 


goalkeeper Pavel Srnicek in the 
Wednesday goal made the first of 
a series of fine saves to beat the 
ball away. 

Six minutes later Bjarne 
Goldbaek ran from his own half 
to shoot fiercely from 25 yards, but again Snicek went 
down well to make the save. 

Wednesday never looked out of the game though, 
with Wim Jonk and Benito Carbone effectively pulling 
the strings in midfield while up front Andy Booth threw 
himself at every cross, 

After 27 minutes Chelsea took the lead. Nigerian 
fullback Celestine Babayaro, always a threat attacking 
down the left, comprehensively beat Peter Atherton and 
made his way to the byline from where he sent over a 
penetrative far post cross, The diminutive Zola rose 
unchallenged to head home from six yards. 

Poyet and di Matteo continued to drive Chelsea 
forward, but Wednesday worked hard and their 
compact defence ensured that Chelsea battled to create 
clear goalscoring opportunities. 

A late first half flurry from Chelsea saw Graeme Le 
Saux shoot wide and Poyet fire wastefully over after 
being teed up by Goldbaek. Just four minutes from the 
break Poyet drew another superb save from Srnicek 
with a powerful 19 yard shot. 

Zola threatened once more in injury time, Srnicek 
again called into action to beat away a free kick from 
an acute angle, 

Chelsea increased the tempo at the start of the 
second period, producing 

some flowing attacking moves to force Wednesday 
‘onto the back foot. 

Six minutes into the half Flo fed di Matteo as he 
made a late run from midfield to direct a shot narrowly 
wide. Two minutes later another fluent Chelsea move 
saw Zola and di Matteo exchange passes in the 
Wednesday penalty area but Emerson Thome charged 
down Zola’s shot. 

‘The Chelsea pressure forced Wednesday to play on 
the break, where they produced some threatening 
attacks but struggled to find a suitable final ball. On 57 
minutes Wednesday fired a warning shot when Carbone 
found himself through on goal, but directed his effort 
just wide, 

Just before the hour, Zola produced a characteristic 
darting run, beating a defender and shooting well, but 
Smicek made a fingertip save to send the ball over the 
bar. 

After 67 minutes Wednesday secured a deserved 
equaliser with sweeping move. 

Danny Sonner found Niclas Alexandersson on the 
right hand side of the Chelsea penalty area and his low 
cross enabled Booth sidefoot home from six yards. 

The final 20 minutes saw the game open up, Chelsea 
pushing forward but Wednesday showing equal 
determination to secure a winning goal on the break. 

‘Three minutes from time a vintage Frank Leboeuf 
diagonal long ball found substitute Dan Petrescu behind 


the Wednesday defence, but the Romanian pulled his 
shot across Srnicek and past the far post when he could 
have given Chelsea an invaluable winner. 

Danny Wilson’s Wednesday side were full value for 
their point in a match which produced increasing 
excitement and goalmouth action as it progressed.” 

Chelsea have the look of genuine title contenders, 
equally comfortable attacking down the flanks through 
full backs Ferrer and Babayaro or down the middle, 
utilising the running of Poyet and the silky skills of 
Leboeuf, Zola, di Matteo and Flo. = 

Under Gianluca Vialli, Chelsea have added some 
much needed consistency to their flair and creativity. 
At this stage they certainly represent a significant threat 
in the race for premiership supremacy. 


| mockery of their position on the 


ston Villa showed their resilience on 

Saturday as they fought back from a 
two goal deficit to claim a share of the 
spoils in a 2-2 draw with Nottingham 
Forest at the City Ground. 

For 45 minutes Villa looked nothing 
like the team which has taken the 
premiership by storm this season as they 
left the field at half time trailing by two 
goals, 

Forest, however, began with a 
confidence and fluency that made a 


premiership table. 

Chris Bart-Williams almost caught 
Villa goalkeeper Michael Oakes out with a 
cross which whistled past the far post 
before Pierre van Hooijdonk had a shot 
blocked after finding his way in behind the 
Villa defence. 

Forest applied continuing pressure as 
they inched closer to the opening goal and 
it should have come in the 20th minute 
when Stone pulled the ball back into the 
path of van Hooijdonk, but the Dutch | 
international badly mishit his shot. 

Villa answered briefly when Paul 
Merson found the unmarked Steve Watson 
25 yards out and he unleashed a shot | 
which was well held by Dave Beasant. 

Normal service soon resumed and |=, 
Forest scored the opening goal in the 32nd 
minute. Van Hooijdonk made the initial 
run at the heart of the Villa defence and 
after a quick exchange of passes, Dougie 
Freedman released Bart-Williams on the 
left to shoot across Oakes into the far 
comer. 

Two minutes from the interval the 
home side doubled their lead. Van Hooijdonk found 
Freedman on the edge of the area and he let fly with a 
rasping shot which flew past Oakes and into the top 
right-hand corner. 

Villa replaced Merson with Alan Thompson at half- 
time, but initially it made little difference as Nigel 
Quashie almost scored a third only to see his goalbound 
effort blocked, 

Urged on by manager John Gregory, Villa stepped 
up their search for the goal which would haul them 
back into the game and it finally came in the 58th 
minute, Watson beat one Forest defender and fired in a 
shot which Beasant could only parry. Julian Joachim 
followed up to tuck the rebound home, 


fer a traumatic week that saw the departure of 

rowd favourite Duncan Ferguson, Everton 
reacted well to secure a 2-1 away win over Charlton 
Athletic courtesy of two goals from home grown 
striker Danny Cadamarteri. 

Cadamarteri came through the ranks at Goodison 
‘and on Saturday served notice of his determination to 
secure a regular first team berth. 

He put Everton ahead deep in first-half injury time, 
latching on to a long pass from Michael Ball before 
rounding the advancing Sasa Ilic and slotting the ball 
into an empty net. 

After Mark Kinsella drilled home a brilliant free 
Kick to equalise 18 minutes from time, Cadamarteri 
was on hand again to drive a shot through a 

crowd of players and past Ilic from inside the 
Charlton six-yard box. 

The visitors were even allowed the luxury of a 
missed penalty. Ball scored from the spot last Monday 
to secure a win over Newcastle, but this time saw his 
tame effort easily saved. 

Disgruntled Everton fans vented their anger at 
chairman Peter Johnson, who sanctioned the sale of 
Ferguson, chanting ‘we want Johnson out’ and 
displaying banners calling for his departure. 

‘The pace of Ibrahima Bakayoko and Cadamarteri 
caused problems for Charlton throughout, their back 
line comprising Eddie Youds, Carl Tiler and Richard 
Rufus repetitively caught out by the Everton strike 
force. 

The Ivory Coast international, who has scored just 


peg 


Villa were finally buzzing and Ugo Ehiogu headed 
over from Alan Wright's left-wing cross before Beasant 
blundered in the 64th minute to present Villa with the 
equaliser. 

The goalkeeper failed to collect Craig Armstrong's 
back header under pressure from Joachim and the Villa 
striker gleefully knocked the ball into the empty net for 
his fifth goal of the season. 

Both sides might have snatched victory in injury 
time. Dion Dublin completed a miserable afternoon 
with a miss from inside the six-yard box and then 
Oakes saved another van Hooijdonk free-kick. 


V EVERTON 


one goal in nine games since his $13 million move 
from Montpellier, was high and wide with two first 
half efforts, 

However, the finishing touch might have been the 
only missing ingredient in his game as his dribbling 
and control meserised his opponents. It was Bakayoko. 
upended by Kinsella to concede the penalty. 

Charlton struggled early on but took control in the 
final 15 minutes of the first half. Everton goalkeeper 
‘Thomas Myhre tipped over a fierce Neil Redfearn 30- 
yard drive, and Andy Hunt headed a Chris Powell free 
kkick against the post. 

Late in the first period Myhre made stunning stops 
to deny Kinsella and Shaun Newton, and Hunt drilled 
a low drive inches wide of goal but Charlton still 
found themselves a goal down at the break after 
Cadamarteri’s first strike, 

Ball’s penalty miss on 47 minutes galvanised 
Charlton and though they always looked vulnerable to 
Everton counter attacks, they controlled the game in 
the run up to Kinsella’s strike, 

A minute after claiming the equaliser Charlton 
found themselves behind again but they tried 
admirably to secure a second goal. 

David Unsworth denied Clive Mendonca a clear 
sight of goal, while the striker had another shot 
deflected narrowly wide. 

‘A second equaliser proved too difficult a task 
however, and Everton held out for their second win in 
a row. The three points saw Everton move above 
Charlton in the premiership standings. 
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